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 1 SCOTT JOPLIN

Name:  Scott Joplin

Born: c. 1868 Texas, USA

Died: 1917 New York City, USA

Style: Ragtime

Instruments: Piano

In 1973, Scott Joplin’s music was adapted 
IRU�D�ÀOP�The Sting which won an Academy 
Award. The version of the The Entertainer 
XVHG�LQ�WKH�ÀOP�UHDFKHG����RQ�WKH�$PHULFDQ�
Top 40 Music Chart and prompted the New 
York times to write: 
´7KDQNV�WR�WKH�ÀOP�DQG�LW·V�VFRUH� 
-RSOLQ·V�ZRUN�EHFDPH�DSSUHFLDWHG�LQ�
ERWK�WKH�SRSXODU�PXVLF�ZRUOG�DQG�LQ�WKH�
&ODVVLFDO�PXVLF�ZRUOG��EHFRPLQJ�WKH�FODVVLFDO�
SKHQRPHQRQ�RI�WKH�GHFDGHµ

 1 SCOTT JOPLIN

Maybe you’ve never heard of Ragtime or Scott Joplin, but you’ve probably heard his music. It’s the type of 
music you would hear from a wind up jewelry box chimer or an ice cream truck and his two most famous 
piano pieces were called The Entertainer and Maple Leaf Rag.   

The main instrument used in ragtime music is the piano, but it can be accompanied by other instruments 
such as wind instruments, banjo, guitar and drums at times to give variety. The music is referred to as 
ragtime because the rhythm is ‘ragged’ or syncopated to give it a jazzier feel. If you took away the 
syncopation, the music would become a march.

Scott Joplin lived in a time when slavery had not long been abolished. His father was a former slave who 
got a job working on the railroad after he was freed and his mother was a free African American who 
worked for a white families doing household work. Joplin learned to play when some of the families that 
his mother knew through her work let Scott play their piano. 

When Joplin was about eleven or twelve, Joplin’s father left the family, leaving his mother to provide for 
eight children and it was about this time, the young Scott Joplin met a music teacher named Julius Weiss, 
a Jewish-German music professor who had immigrated to the US. He felt sorry for the family so he gave 
Joplin free music lessons because he could see his potential as a musician. It was then that Joplin learned 
about the folk and classical genres of music. Weiss even helped Joplin’s family acquire a piano. Joplin was 
so appreciative of Professor Weiss’s mentoring, that later when Joplin became a well known composer, he 
would send Weiss gifts of money. 

By the late 1880s, Joplin was working as a traveling musician and became popular amongst the African 
$PHULFDQ�FRPPXQLW\��+H�SXEOLVKHG�KLV�ÀUVW�UDJWLPH�SLHFHV�EHJLQQLQJ�ZLWK�Maple Leaf Rag in 1899 which 
sold 75,000 copies in six months, gave him a steady royalty of one percent of all sales and brought him 
income for the whole of his life. Throughout his career, he wrote a total of fourty-four original ragtime 
pieces, one ragtime ballet and two operas��$IWHU�KLV�LQLWLDO�VXFFHVVHV��-RSOLQ�KDG�LQFUHDVLQJ�GLIÀFXOW\�LQ�
SXEOLVKLQJ�VRPH�RI�KLV�ODWHU�ZRUNV�DQG�RSHUDV�DQG�IUHTXHQWO\�UDQ�LQWR�ÀQDQFLDO�SUREOHPV��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�
producing his operas. 

Although Scott Joplin died young, penniless and disappointed, he is now known as a musical pioneer of 
ragtime music and helped set the stage for future performers in the ragtime genre. He was given an 
XQPDUNHG�JUDYH�IRU�ÀIW\�VHYHQ�\HDUV�DQG�ZDV�ÀQDOO\�QRWHG�IRU�KLV�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WR�$PHULFDQ�0XVLF�LQ�WKH�
1970’s when his music revived. 

You’ve probably heard of musicians such as Elvis Presley being named the 
“King of Rock and Roll” and Michael Jackson being called the “King of Pop”. 
Did you know that before either of those performers were even born, Scott Joplin 
was referred to as the “King of Ragtime?”

The Entertainer, Maple Leaf Rag, 
Treemonisha (an opera)
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Name:  Edward Kennedy Ellington

Born: April 29, 1899 – Washington D.C., USA

Died: May 24, 1974

Style:  Big band, jazz, swing

Instruments: Piano, Bandleader

Duke Ellington stopped using his full name, 
Edward Kennedy Ellington, when a buddy in 
grade school decided that a royal name better 
ÀWWHG�'XNH·V�DULVWRFUDWLF�DWWLWXGH��7UXH�WR�
his reputation, the Duke dressed to impress, 
always wearing the trendiest fashions and 
trying his best to woo his adoring female fans.

 2 DUKE ELLINGTON

Tired of practicing classical music every day, the young Duke Ellington quit his piano lessons to play outside 
with his friends when he was seven years old. In fact, Duke didn’t take up the piano again until he reached 
his teens. Why did Duke Ellington start playing piano again in high school? The answer is pretty simple: to 
get a date. Teen Duke found out that the girls at his school loved a boy that could play a mean piano. 
7UXH�WR�KLV�UR\DO�QLFNQDPH��WKH�´'XNHµ�VKRZHG�XS�WR�HYHU\�PXVLF�JLJ�GUHVVHG�OLNH�UR\DOW\��ÁDVKLQJ�D�ELJ�
smile to each lady in the audience.

As a teenager, by day, Duke Ellington earned money as a diswasher and a few other odd jobs, and by night 
he formed small jazz ensembles to play high school dances and dance halls. Soon after, the Duke decided 
to follow his dream of a musical career by moving to New York with some of his closest musician friends. 
$W�ÀUVW��'XNH�(OOLQJWRQ�DQG�KLV�JURXS�RI�IULHQGV�found only limited success.The dance craze at this time, 
just after World War 1, was the Charleston and there was a lot of competition for jazz audiences in 
New York. After a while though, Duke’s group worked up a reputation and landed a permanent gig in 
the late 1920s with the hottest club in Harlem, New York called The Cotton Club. It was there the Duke 
became famous.  

The ‘golden’ age for Duke Ellington and his jazz orchestra was from 1932-1942 when he hosted a weekly 
radio broadcast and white clientele were pouring in to see him nightly. This set the stage for him to 
become a worldwide celebrity and he enjoyed many years playing and touring the world. 

Just about every year in the height of his career, Duke Ellington and his Orchestra produced major jazz hits 
which included 0RRG�,QGLJR, ,W�'RQ·W�0HDQ�D�7KLQJ��LI�LW�DLQ·W�JRW�VZLQJ�, 6RSKLVWLFDWHG�ODG\, 6ROLWXGH, 
,Q�D�6HQWLPHQWDO�0RRG and &DUDYDQ. 

Today, Duke Ellington is remembered with many awards and memorials signifying his contributions to 
$PHULFLDQ�PXVLF��+H�KDV�D�VWDU�RQ�WKH�+ROO\ZRRG�ZDON�2I�)DPH�DQG�ZDV�RQH�RI�RQO\�ÀYH�MD]]�PXVLFLDQV�WR�
have ever been featured on the cover of  Time Magazine. In 1976, pop music great Stevie Wonder wrote 
a song called Sir Duke�DV�D�WULEXWH�WR�(OOLQJWRQ��,Q�������'XNH�(OOLQJWRQ�EHFDPH�WKH�ÀUVW�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�
to be featured on a US coin. From his early performances at high school to his Carnegie Hall successes, 
everyone loved his royal highness, Duke Ellington!

Today, Duke Ellington is considered by many to be one of America’s greatest jazz 
VRQJZULWHUV�RI�DOO�WLPH��ZULWLQJ�RYHU������FRPSRVLWLRQV�WKURXJKRXW�KLV�ÀIW\�\HDU�
career.  But did you know that when he was a child, this jazz great almost gave 
up playing music altogether?

,W�'RQ·W�0HDQ�D�7KLQJ, 6RSKLVWLFDWHG�/DG\, 
0RRG�,QGLJR, 6DWLQ�'ROO
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Name:  Louis Armstrong

Born: August 4, 1901 New Orleans, Louisiana, USA

Died: July 6, 1971, New York City, USA

Style: Dixieland, jazz, swing, popular music

Instruments: Trumpet and Vocals

/ouis Armstrong puffed his cheeks out when 
he played, which earned him the nickname 
‘Satchmo’ which was short for satchel mouth.

During the recording of Heebie Jeebies, 
Louis dropped his lyric sheet. He resorted to 
singing nonsense syllables because he didn‘t 
have the words in front of him. This type of 
singing became known as scat.

 3 LOUIS ARMSTRONG

Louis Armstrong is one of the best known jazz musicians of all time. He was an exceptional trumpet 
SOD\HU�DQG�YRFDOLVW�ZKR�KHDYLO\�LQÁXHQFHG�IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV�RI�MD]]�DUWLVWV�DQG�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�MD]]�
musician to popularize an improvised solo in the jazz band setting. He was the vocalist that popularized 
VFDW�VLQJLQJ�DQG�WKURXJKRXW�KLV�ORQJ�FDUHHU�KH�SOD\HG�DQG�VDQJ�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�VRPH�RI�WKH�PRVW�LQÁXHQWLDO�
and important instrumentalists and vocalists of the time. He starred in more than thirty movies, played 
in Broadway musicals and toured the world. Many of his songs are featured in TV shows and movies 
even today.

As a child, Louis Armstrong lived in poverty with his mother and younger sister. He collected food that 
was thrown away then sold it to restaurants and delivered newspapers to earn money. He hauled and sold 
FRDO�IRU�WKH�.DUQRIVN\�IDPLO\�ZKR�OHQW�KLP�PRQH\�IRU�KLP�WR�EX\�KLV�ÀUVW�FRUQHW��:KLOH�GRLQJ�RGG�MREV�IRU�
the family, he would often sneak into nightclubs and listen to jazz jams especially those where his future 
mentor “King” Oliver and other famous musicians would drop in and play.

When Louis was twelve years old, he was sent to a reform house for boys because of an incident where 
KH�ÀUHG�D�SLVWRO�LQ�WKH�DLU�DW�D�1HZ�<HDUV�&HOHEUDWLRQ��,W�ZDV�KHUH�WKDW�KH�PHW�KLV�WHDFKHU��3HWHU�'DYLV�
who helped him focus on playing the cornet. Louis excelled and was made leader of the ‘house’ band.

After Armstrong left the reform school at the age of fourteen, his career began as he hauled coal by day 
DQG�SOD\HG�FRUQHW�E\�QLJKW��+H�ÀUVW�SOD\HG in bands around New Orleans and on river boats that crossed 
the Mississippi river. Then in the early 1920s, his mentor, “King” Oliver asked him to move to Chicago and 
join his Creole jazz band. 

In the mid-twenties, Armstrong switched from playing the cornet to the trumpet so that he could blend in 
better with the other musicians he was playing with at the time. He formed his own bands called the Hot 
Fives and the Hot Sevens, some of the best examples of Armstrong’s instrumental abilities. He started to 
develop his own distinctive style and and could play several octaves on his instrument. Louis was also a 
natural singer and had a distinctive voice that often imitated trumpet sounds. His expressive, wide open 
eyes and belly laughter, along with the stories he told on stage and improvisational techniques always 
made him a favorite among crowds.

Can you  imagine someone the age of a grandparent ranking number one in the 
top pop music charts? Jazz musician Louis Armstrong did it on two occasions with 
two different songs in his life. At the age of 63 he knocked the Beatles off the 
top of the charts with the song Hello Dolly, then once again at the age of 69, he 
reached the top of the charts in two countries with What a Wonderful World.

$LQ·W�0LVEHKDYLQ��:KDW�D�:RQGHUIXO�:RUOG� 
+HOOR�'ROO\
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 4 BENNY GOODMAN

Name:  Benjamin David “Benny” Goodman

Born: May 30, 1909,  Chicago, Illinois, USA

DIED: June 30, 1986, New York, USA

Style: Swing, Classical

Instrument: Clarinet

The original recording of Goodman’s Carnegie 
Hall concert has never gone out of print.

Some people say that Benny was a demanding 
taskmaster. Goodman’s trademark glare, “The 
Ray”, was given to musicians who couldn’t 
achieve his demanding standards.

Benny broke down the race barriers by hiring 
pianist Teddy Wilson and vibraphonist, Lionel 
+DPSWRQ��,W�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�EODFN�DQG�ZKLWH�
musicians played together in a famous group.

Benny, the ninth in a line of twelve children, was encouraged by his father to learn an instrument at the age of 12 in 
RUGHU�WR�KHOS�RXW�ZLWK�WKH�IDPLO\·V�ÀQDQFHV��+H�WRRN�FODULQHW�OHVVRQV�DW�WKH�ORFDO�V\QDJRJXH�DQG�H[FHOOHG�LQ�PXVLF�GXH�
to his commitment to perfection. He was soon playing in professional bands and supplementing the family income.

In 1921, Benny had his professional debut in the Chicago theatre. By age fourteen, Benny played in the legendary 
Bix Biederbecke’s band, and by sixteen, he was playing with another band led by Ben Pollack. During his time with 
3ROODFN·V�EDQG�KLV�ÀUVW�UHFRUGLQJ�ZDV�PDGH��DQG�KH�DOVR�UHFRUGHG�XQGHU�KLV�RZQ�QDPH�

By 1934, Goodman was ready to go out on his own. He auditioned to be part of a radio show, Let’s Dance, that 
highlighted dance music. The audience gave his music a mixed reaction due to the time that it aired on radio. 
Some parts of America were not hearing it until late at night and the music was generally not recieved well by 
audiences when Goodman and his band toured. By 1935, Benny Goodman found himself leading a band that was nearly 
broke, dissillusioned and ready to quit. 

The turning point in Benny’s career came six months later when his band went on a tour that was very nearly 
unsuccessful. Unsuccessful, that is, until they played at the Palomar Ballroom where they found that younger people 
had been up late listening to the Let’s Dance broadcast and they were wanting to dance to Goodman’s music. 
Benny’s sound could only be described in one word: Swing, and it began a new era in American music. A new dance 
craze called the Jitterbug was starting to emerge at the same time. Over the three weeks that the Benny Goodman 
played at the Palomar Ballroom media started to report on it, playing the songs on radio broadcasts all over 
the nation. 

$IWHU�WKLV�LQLWDO�VXFFHVV�DQG�PHGLD�FRYHUDJH��%HQQ\�*RRGPDQ�VWDUWHG�WR�SOD\�DW�KLJK�SURÀOH�YHQXHV�DQG�ZDV�NQRZQ�DV�
WKH�ÀUVW�ZKLWH�EDQG�OHDGHU�ZKR�KLUHG�EODFN�PXVLFLDQV�WR�SOD\�LQ�WKH�JURXS��ZKLFK�ZDV�D�EUHDN�IURP�WUDGLWLRQ�DW�WKH�
WLPH��%\�������KH�ZDV�FR�KRVWLQJ�D�KLJK�SURÀOH�UDGLR�VKRZ�ZLWK�KLV�EDQG�DQG�WKLV�VXFFHVV�JDYH�KLP�WKH�FRQÀGHQFH�WR�
‘think big’.

After the historic Cargenie Hall concert, Benny’s success was assured for the rest of his life. His most popular song was 
Sing, Sing, Sing which was the song used as the�ÀQDOH in the Carnegie Hall concert. He was elected to the All-Time 
Jazz Hall of Fame in 1957 and won a Lifetime Achievement Grammy Award in 1986.

Have you ever wondered what it takes to get to the top? Jazz clarinettist, Benny Goodman 
knew what it took. His story is one of determination and never giving up despite all the 
obstacles thrown at him early in his career. 

Goodman achieved stardom and a place in history in 1938 when he and his band members 
dared to ‘think big’. They succeeded in a publicity stunt that had never been tried and that 
changed jazz music forever. Never before had jazz music been played at Carnegie Hall which 
was regarded as the premier concert hall for Classical Music at the time. Although nervous 
about doing something so bold, Benny Goodman knew that such a big move would make him 
WKH�ÀUVW�MD]]�EDQG�OHDGHU�WR�SOD\�DW�WKLV�HOLWH�YHQXH�DQG�LW�ZRXOG�EH�D�VLJQ�WKDW�MD]]�ZDV�EHLQJ�
accepted by mainstream audiences.The result was a sell-out crowd. Goodman became a 
millionare by the age of thirty and was dubbed “The King Of Swing” .

6LQJ��6LQJ��6LQJ,�/HW·V�'DQFH, 
$�-D]]�+ROLGD\
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Name:  William ‘Count’ Basie

Born: August 21, 1904 in Red Bank, NJ, USA

Died: April 27, 1984 Hollywood, Florida, USA

Style: Big Band

Instruments: Piano, Organ, Bandleader

Count Basie’s mom paid 25 cents each for his 
piano lessons.

 5 COUNT BASIE

Have you ever had nickname before? How did you get it? 

Back in the time of Count Basie, many jazz musicians had nicknames that 
sounded a bit like the royal family. There was Duke Ellington, King Oliver, 
Earl Hines and Baron Lee. A radio announcer commented once that Basie’s 
real name, William Basie, was ordinary compared to all the big royal names 
around. So the DJ nicknamed him “Count” Basie and the name stuck.  
Basie liked the idea of being jazz royalty.

&RXQW�%DVLH�ZDV�EHVW�NQRZQ�IRU�KLV�LQFUHGLEO\�IDVW�ÀQJHUV�RQ�WKH piano keys, but this piano great started 
out playing the drums. Whether taking piano lessons with his mom or jamming on the drum set, the young 
Count had a passion for music. Basie loved playing the set, but a better drummer, jazz legend and Duke 
Ellington Quintet drummer Sonny Greer, discouraged the budding musician. Hanging out at Harlems old 
Lincoln Theater in his late teens, Basie met a jazz legend who would change his life forever...

Fats Waller noticed William Basie coming by the theater each day to watch him play the organ. Fats started 
teaching Basie organ basics and eventually landed the young musician a gig with the Vaudeville act Katie 

Cripen and Her Kids. Soon Basie was playing everywhere from dance halls to silent movie theaters. Basie 
moved to Kansas City, Missouri and played with Walter Page’s Blue Devils and Bennie Moten’s Orchestra.

When Bennie Moten’s Orchestra broke up after the band leader’s death, the resourceful Basie put 
WRJHWKHU�KLV�RZQ�RUFKHVWUD��7KH�%DVLH�EDQG�KDG�D�GLIÀFXOW�WLPH�EUHDNLQJ�WKURXJK��/RZ�RQ�UHVRXUFHV��WKH�
13 member band had broken instruments held together by rubber bands and limited access to sheet music. 
The band struggled until their performance at the Famous Door gained national attention on the airwaves, 
and their recorded hits like One O’clock Jump started selling like jazz hotcakes.

The Count Basie Orchestra continued to gain popularity during the big band era in the 1930s and 1940s. 
Even after most big bands had disappeared, the Count Basie Orchestra sound continued its popularity 
overseas in Europe and Asia. In 1965 the Count played for John F. Kennedy’s inaugural celebration. 
Even after a heart attack left him in a wheelchair, Basie continued to plunk out new tunes on the piano and 
perform nationally. Count Basie truly loved making people happy with his music.

6ZLQJLQ·�WKH�%OXHV��2QH�2·&ORFN�-XPS�
-XPSLQ·�DW�WKH�:RRGVLGH
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 6 GLENN MILLER

Name:  Alton Glenn Miller

Born: March 1, 1904 in Clarinda, Iowa, USA

DIED: December 15, 1944

Style: Big band, swing

Instruments: Trombone, Bandleader

 

Glenn Miller grew up in a sod house in Tryon, 
Nebraska. Homesteaders who journeyed 
westward made sod houses out of dirt and 
grass – the only materials available in the lonely 
prairies of Nebraska. Even though he grew up in 
a house made out of grass and dirt, Glenn Miller 
enjoyed the songs his mother sang as she played 
an old pump organ.

A a child, Glenn Miller moved from one state to another as quickly as he changed instruments. His family 
moved several times during his youth, eventually establishing themselves in Colorado. Glenn loved music, 
and he learned how to play mandolin, and a variety of brass instruments before settling down with the 
trombone. In high school Glenn played in the band and he also played football. In fact, he was considered 
one of the best high school football players in the state. His parents sometimes discouraged his music 
playing, wondering how the teen would support himself with just a trombone. Glenn followed his musical 
dreams and began performing music professionally after high school.

Success did not come easy for the young trombonist. Before the Glenn Miller Orchestra achieved fame and 
recognition in the 1940s, Glenn spent almost twenty years playing in various big bands and studying music 
with famous teachers like Joseph Schillinger. He started and disbanded at least one Glenn Miller Orchestra 
during this time and had several practically unknown recordings. 

Once the 1940s began, The Glenn Miller Orchestra’s distinctive sound set them apart from other big 
EDQGV��,Q�OHVV�WKDQ�ÀYH�\HDUV��The Glenn Miller Orchestra recorded over seventy songs! Some of Miller’s 
most popular songs were Kalamazoo, Chattanooga Choo Choo and Little Brown Jug. The Glenn Miller 
Orchestra received national attention on the radio airwaves and performed in two movies. 

In 1942 Glenn Miller joined the war effort, enlisting in the military at the age of 38. At that time, 
The Glenn Miller Orchestra earned an average of $20,000 a week. Miller gave up the fame and fortune to 
serve his country. In the army, Miller formed a band that performed over 800 times on the radio and live, 
lifting the morale of the troops with some of his most popular tunes. On December 15th, 1944, the plane 
carrying Glenn Miller to Paris disappeared. No wreckage has ever been found and he was listed as missing 
in action. 

If you’ve ever played in a big band before, the chances are that you’ve 
played some Glen Miller tunes. Glen Miller and his big band The Glenn Miller 
Orchestra were among the best selling recording artists just as World War Two 
began. 

Did you know that when war started, Glen Miller left his highly successful 
music career right at the peak of his fame to join the military? In fact he was 
WRR�ROG�WR�MRLQ�DQG�ÀJKW�LQ�WKH�ZDU��EXW�WKH�PLOLWDU\�DFFHSWHG�KLP�DV�D�EDQG�
leader. It was the war that saw the end of both Miller’s career and his life.

,Q�7KH�0RRG��&KDWWDQRRJD�&KRR�&KRR�
/LWWOH�%URZQ�-XJ��0RRQOLJKW�6HUHQDGH
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 7 ELLA FITZGERALD

Name:  Ella Fitzgerald

Born: April25, 1917, Newport News, VA, USA

DIED: June 15, 1996, Beverly Hills, CA, USA

Style: Big Band, Vocal Jazz, Scat, Bebop

Instruments: Voice

 

Ella Fitzgerald was a tom-girl when she was 
young. Her favorite baseball sports teams were 
the Los Angeles Lakers and the Dodgers. 

 Ira Gershwin once remarked: 
”,�QHYHU�NQHZ�KRZ�JRRG�RXU�VRQJV�ZHUH�XQWLO�,�
KHDUG�(OOD�)LW]JHUDOG�VLQJ�WKHP”

At the last minute, Ella made the decision to sing. Quickly she asked the band to play a Hoagy Carmichael 
song Judy which she knew well because it was one of her mother’s favourite records. As she sang, the 
crowd quietened down listening to Fitzgerald’s warm, wide ranging voice spanning nearly three octaves. 
By the end, the audience were demanding an encore! 

$IWHU�WKLV�LQLWLDO�VXFFHVV��VKH�HQWHUHG�KHUVHOI�LQWR�HYHU\�WDOHQW�VKRZ�VKH�FRXOG�ÀQG. In January 1935, she 
won the chance to perform with a popular jazz band band called The Tiny Bradshaw Band. Here she met 
drummer, bandleader and soon-to-be-mentor Chick Webb. Ella Fitzgerald was a major success with the 
crowd and was hired to tour with the band. 

,Q�WKH�QH[W�\HDU���(OOD�)LW]JHUDOG�PDGH�KHU�ÀUVW�VROR�UHFRUGLQJ�Love and Kisses while she was still 
performing with Chick’s band. By now, the Big Band era started to change and a style called bebop started 
to become popular. Ella started to sing a song (If You Can’t Sing It) You Have To Swing It in which she 
used her voice as another instrument and sang whatever came into her head. By the 1940s she was one of 
the best scat singers in the world.

By 1938, Ella Fitzgerald recorded a fun, playful version of the nursery rhyme A Tisket, A Tasket. This song 
sold 1 million copies, reached number one in the charts and stayed in the top position for seventeen weeks.  
Suddenly Ella was famous!

In the next year, and at the age of 22, Ella mourned the loss of her mentor Chick Webb, and took over 
the role of bandleader renaming the band Ella Fitzgerald and her Famous Band. The rest of her career 
consisted of a hectic touring schedule under the guidance of her new manager and lifelong business 
associate, Norman Granz. During this period, she worked on the Philharmonic Tour, recorded several albums 
with Louis Armstrong and produced a series of very popular ‘cover’ albums, singing the music of other 
famous jazz musicians from the era. 

Dubbed “The First Lady of Song” because she was so well liked  by all races, nationalities and religions, 
Ella Fitzgerald was the most popular female jazz singer in the United States for more than half a century. 
In her lifetime, she won 13 Grammy awards, sold over 40 million albums and sang with some of the most 
LQÁXHQtial jazz musicians of the time and in prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall.

In 1934, a reserved 17 year old girl by the name of Ella stood on the stage of the Amateur 
Talent Show at the Appollo Theatre in New York. She had won the chance to participate 
through a competition draw and this was her big moment. The only problem was she was 
unsure what to do! The act that was before her was better than she was. It was a dancing 
act, and that’s what she had planned to do too, but Ella knew there was no way to win 
against what she had just seen. The standard of the other dancing act was too high and she 
knew that her dance just would not compare. By now she was facing a rowdy crowd, booing 
and openly wondering “What’s she going to do?” 

$�7LVNHW�$�7DVNHW
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Birth Name:  Eleanora Fagan

Born: April 17, 1915, Philadelphia, PA, USA

Died:  July 17, 1959, New York, NY, USA

Style: Jazz, Blues, Swing, Torch Songs

Instruments: Vocals

Once, Billie Holiday was getting ready for a 
show and accidentally burnt her hair with 
a curling iron. Her friend bought fresh cut 
gardenias for Billie to pin in her hair and cover 
up the bald spot. Billie ended up loving the 
VPHOO�DQG�ORRN�RI�WKH�ÁRZHUV�DQG�FRQWLQXHG�WR�
wear them in her hair. Gardenias in her hair 
ended up being her trademark!

 8 BILLIE HOLIDAY

Eleanora Fagan was born in Philadelphia in 1915. Her childhood was very unstable. She spent time living 
with different relatives, skipped school, and eventually ended up in a home for troubled girls. 
Young Eleanora took comfort in singing along with recordings of Bessie Smith and Louis Armstrong. 
This was the only vocal training she had, her talent often attributed to a ‘natural ear’ for music. By the 
time she was 18, Eleanora found work singing in some Harlem jazz clubs. Her stage name, Billie Holiday, 
came from Billie Dove, an actress that she adored and Holiday, her father’s last name when performing.

In 1933, Billie Holiday was discovered by record producer John Hammond. He got her to record several 
songs with the Benny Goodman Band including What a little Moonlight Can Do and Miss Brown To You. 
As these recordings became more popular, the record company who Billie worked with began recording her 
as a solo artist and she started singing with some of the best swing era musicians of the time. By the end of 
Billie’s career she had recorded over 40 albums and over 30 of her singles made it to the top 20 pop 
music charts.

Billie Holiday collaborated often with her closest friend and neighbour Lester Young, a young jazz 
saxophonist and clarinetist, who nicknamed her Lady Day. She also collaborated, performed and toured 
ZLWK�/RXLV�$UPVWURQJ��&RXQW�%DVLH�DQG�$UWLH�6KDZ��6KH�ZDV�DPRQJ�WKH�ÀUVW�EODFN�PXVLFLDQV�WR�SOD\�ZLWK�D�
white orchestra, an arrangement that was not common at the time.

In spite of the musicians working together on the same stage regardless of color, segregation and racism 
were still the norm in the rest of society. For example, Artie and the other band members rode the guest 
elevator at the venues, while Billie had to take the freight elevator in the back.

in the late 1930’s, Billie Holiday wrote one of her most famous songs called God Bless the Child which 
came about after an argument about money with her mother. By the late 1940s, she appeared in her only 
PDMRU�ÀOP�UROH��6KH�ZDV�QRW�KDSS\�DERXW�KHU�UROH�LQ�WKH�ÀOP��EXW�VKH�VDQJ�WKH�VRQJ�Do You Know What It 
Means To Miss New Orleans among others, for the soundtrack.

Billie Holiday had suffered from a serious heroin addiction, alcohol dependency and abusive relationships 
for most of her career. By the late 1940s, her health was declining and it was becoming obvious on stage. 
Holiday died at the young age of 44 of liver and heart disease. Billie Holiday is remembered for her 
emotional style of singing often referred to as ‘torch’ songs, in which she pioneered new ways to vary 
musical elements such as phrasing and tempo. SKH�LQÁXHQFHG�IXWXUH�MD]]�DQG�SRS�PXVLFLDQV�ZLWK�KHU�VW\OH�

One of the most poignant songs Billie Holiday performed and recorded was called Strange Fruit, 
which described racism against African Americans in the southern United States. It is said that 
she broke down every time she sang it because it reminded her of her father. In 1939, Columbia 
Records refused to record it because they found it too controversial.  Commodore Records 
UHFRUGHG�LW��EXW�LW�RULJLQDOO\�ZDV�QRW�SOD\HG�RQ�UDGLR�VWDWLRQV��7KH�ÀUVW�WLPH�VKH�SHUIRUPHG�LW�
live in a New York Club, the audience was magnetized to her voice and sat in complete silence. 
The song became a popular hit and one of Holidays most important works. 

6WUDQJH�)UXLW��*RG�%OHVV�WKH�&KLOG�
/DG\�6LQJV�WKH�%OXHV�(album)
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Name:  Sarah Vaughan

Born: March 27, 1924, Newark, NJ, USA

Died: April 3, 1990, Los Angeles, CA, USA

Style: Bebop, Jazz, Blues

Instruments: Voice, Piano, Organ

6PLOH��9DXJKDQ�KDG�KHU�WHHWK�FDSSHG�WR�À[�
a gap as she thought she’d look better 
on stage. 

$SSDUHQWO\�GHVSLWH�KHU�FRQÀGHQW�VWDJH�
appearance, Vaughan was so insecure, she 
had almost incapacitating stage fright. 

Broken Hearted Melody sold a million 
copies. Sarah Vaughan hated it!

 9 SARAH VAUGHAN

,·YH�EHHQ�VLQJLQJ�DOO�P\�OLIH�DQG�,·YH�QHYHU�UHDOO\�WKRXJKW 
DERXW�DQ\WKLQJ�HOVH�  

In her teens, Sarah Vaughan illegally snuck into night clubs to perform. The late nights took a toll on her 
formal education and she dropped out of school to focus on music. Her career took off after she won an 
amateur night at the Apollo Night Club with the song Body and Soul. The prize was $10 and the chance to 
perform every night for a week. Later, she was contacted to open for Ella Fitzgerald at the Apollo. 
Her contralto vocals, the lowest of the female vocal ranges, spanned at least three octaves - some say she 
could reach over four octaves with her voice. Her signature pieces were Misty and Send In The Clowns. 

In 1943, Earl Hines, a popular band leader at the time, saw Sarah sing during that week when she was 
opening for Ella Fitzgerald at the Apollo Theatre. It is said that Hines offered her a job on the spot when he 
heard her sing. She soon replaced his lead singer, and found herself singing with famous instrumentalists, 
Dizzy Gillespie and Charlie Parker. When fellow singer Billy Eckstine left Hines’ band to create his own, 
Sarah and many of the instrumentalists went with him. Unfortunately, due to the musicians union strike, 
much of her work during this time was never recorded. By 1944, she decided to leave Eckstine’s band to 
pursue a solo career.

Sarah married her manager, George Treadwell, in 1946. His contribution to her career was to hone her 
appearance onstage, changing her dress and hair to have a better stage look.

Vaughan was among the vocal elite when it came to scat, and her phrasing and variation on melodies were 
standard to Jazz singers, but what set Sarah apart was the wide ‘swooping’ through her vocal range also 
known as glissandi.

In the mid 40s, Sarah appeared on television variety shows where she won popular appeal. In 1947, Esquire 
PDJD]LQH�EHVWRZHG�RQ�KHU�WKH�1HZ�6WDU�$ZDUG��7KLV�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�RI�PDQ\�DZDUGV�LQFOXGLQJ�D�*UDPP\�IRU�
Best Jazz Vocal Performance, a star on the Hollywood walk of fame, a National Endowment for the Arts 
Jazz Masters Award, a Gershwin Lifetime Musical Achievement Award and an induction into the American 
Jazz Hall of Fame. She also sang at the White House for Presidents Lyndon B Johnson and Gerald Ford.

In Sarah’s later career, she dabbled in other musical styles. She sang with full orchestras, performed 
QXPEHUV�IURP�PXVLFDOV�DQG�VDQJ�ZLWK�D�%UD]LOLDQ�EDQG��+HU�ÀYH�GHFDGH�FDUHHU�LQFOXGHG�WKUHH�KXVEDQGV��
ÀYH�UHFRUGLQJ�FRPSDQLHV��Musicraft, Columbia Records, Mercury Records, Roulette Records and Pablo 
Records) and countless songs and albums. 

%URNHQ�+HDUWHG�0HORG\��&·HVW�OD�9LD�
0U��:RQGHUIXO

Sarah Vaughan
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Name:  John Birks “Dizzy” Gillespie

Born: October 21, 1917, Cheraw, South Carolina

Died: January 6, 1993, Englewood, New Jersey

Style: Modern Jazz, Bebop, Afro-Cuban Jazz

Instruments: Trumpet, Voice

In 1963-64, Dizzy Gillespie temporarily ran for 
president of the United States against Lyndon 
Johnson. He said if he won, he would change the 
name of the White House to the “Blues House”.

His plans for the “Blues House” included:

Miles Davis - Director of the CIA

Louis Armstrong - Secretary of Agriculture

Duke Ellington - Secretary of State 

Ray Charles - Librarian of Congress 

Malcolm X - Attorney General

 10 DIZZY GILLESPIE

Even more unique than Gillespie’s appearance was his musical style, talent and bravery. Born in 1917 in 
South Carolina, United States, Gillespie began playing the piano at the age of four. Shortly after that, 
he started to teach himself trumpet and trombone. One day, he heard trumpeter Roy Eldrige on the radio 
and decided he wanted to be a jazz musician too. At the age of 20, he ended up replacing Eldrige as lead 
trumpeter in Teddy Hill’s band.

Two years later, Dizzy joined Cab Calloway’s Orchestra. Calloway didn’t always approve of Gillespie’s 
musical technique and often scolded him in front of the band. Dizzy was trying to develop his own style, 
modifying chords and improvising, something that was quite different from the traditional jazz of the time. 
During breaks between concerts with the Calloway Orchestra, he and bass player Milt Hinton used to climb 
onto the roof of the music club with their instruments and jam. Gillespie encouraged Hinton to break away 
IURP�WUDGLWLRQDO�ZDONLQJ�EDVV�OLQHV�WR�SOD\�ÁDWWHQHG�YHUVLRQV��

*LOOHVSLH�ZDV�ÀUHG�IURP�WKH�EDQG�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�DFFXVHG�RI�VKRRWLQJ�D�VSLW�EDOO�DW�RQH�RI�WKH�RUFKHVWUD�
members during a concert. It ended up being another member of the band, but since Calloway didn’t like 
Dizzy, he was sure it was him. They argued and Dizzy got so angry that he cut Calloway with his pocket 
knife on his wrists and thighs. The injuries were not serious and they eventually became close friends.

Charlie Parker and Gillespie are credited for creating modern jazz. The two used to jam late at night 
with other musicians Charlie Christian, Thelonious Monk and Kenny Clarke in Harlem, New York, playing 
music different from large orchestral approaches. Fast tempos with a large spectrum of notes, eccentric 
melodies, genius instrumentals, harmonic complexities and improvisation characterized their way of 
playing which became Be-bop or Re-bop. 

Gillespie was fascinated with equality and multiculturalism. He was often referred to as the “Ambassador 
of Jazz” and he led the United Nations Orchestra to tour the Middle East, Africa and Latin America. 
Dizzy collaborated with Latin American musicians, like percussionist Chano Pozo from Cuba, and developed 
yet another style of jazz: Afro-Cuban, nicknamed Cu-bop. 

After a successful career as a composer, bandleader and performer, touring over 27 countries, recording 
over 30 albums and winning a slew of prestigious awards, Dizzy died of pancreatic cancer in January 1993 
at the age of 75. He was survived by his wife Lorraine. Their marriage had lasted 53 years.

:KHQ�\RX�ZDWFK�ROG�IRRWDJH�RI�'L]]\�*LOOHVSLH�SOD\LQJ�WKH�WUXPSHW��WKH�ÀUVW�WKLQJ�\RX·OO�
notice is that his cheeks expand out like those of�D�EXOO�IURJ��+H�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�SOD\HU�WR�
exhibit this quality and a medical condition was named “Gillespie’s Pouches” to describe the 
physical anomaly. 
Dizzy’s usual style consisted of a French beret, horn-rimmed glasses and his trumpet whose 
bell was angled upward 45 degrees. Some say he decided to use such a model after someone 
sat on his trumpet, warping it into something that made a unique sound that Dizzy loved.

$�1LJKW�LQ�7XQLVLD��6DOW�3HDQXWV� 
*URRYLQ�+LJK��+RW�+RXVH
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Name:  Charles “Yardbird” Parker

Born: Aug 29, 1920, Kansas City, Kansas, USA

Died: March 12, 1955, New York City, NY, USA

Style: Jazz, Bebop

Instruments: Alto & Tenor Saxophone

 

The origin of Charlie Parker’s nickname , 
“Yardbird”, may be because he lived ‘free as 
a bird’. Or maybe because while on tour with 
Jay McShann, they accidentally hit a chicken 
(yardbird) with their car and Parker insisted 
on stopping to pick it up - so he could have his 
landlady cook it for him!

In the song Can’t Stop by The Red Hot Chili 
Peppers, the lyrics refer to Parker with the 
line “...birds that blow the meaning into 
bebop.”

In 1995, the US Postal Service released a 
commemorative stamp in Parker’s memory. 

 11 CHARLIE PARKER

:LWKRXW�WUDLQLQJ��LW�LV�VDLG�WKDW�KH�ZDV�D�WHUULEOH�PXVLFLDQ��2QH�VWRU\�WHOOV�RI�KLJK�SURÀOH�GUXPPHU�DW�WKH�
time, Jo Jones throwing a cymbal at him to keep him away from a jam session. After this, Parker headed to 
“The Woodshed”, which is what musicians called working continually on music, only coming out when it is 
JRRG�HQRXJK��+H�ZDV�VDLG�WR�KDYH�VSHQW�WKUHH�WR�IRXU�\HDUV�SUDFWLFLQJ�XS�WR�ÀIWHHQ�KRXUV�D�GD\��

He began playing the saxophone at age 11, at 14 joined his school band and at 15 he left school to pursue a 
career in music. 

Parker was a key player in the development of Be-bop, a form of Jazz with fast tempos and jumpy melodies 
designed for serious listening, not dancing or background music. Its development focused on improvisation 
and instrumental harmonies including 9th, 11th and 13th chords, which were unusual in music of the day. 
Artists of this era started moving away from aranging popular standards and started to compose their own 
music. Parker used compositional techniques such as interpolation of melodies over existing jazz standards, 
using riffs, licks and triplet rhythms, and passing notes in different ways. 

In 1938, Parker joined Jay McShann’s band and toured nightclubs in the Southwest, Chicago and New 
<RUN��:LWK�0F6KDQQ·V�EDQG��KH�PDGH�KLV�ÀUVW�SURIHVVLRQDO�UHFRUGLQJ��+RZHYHU� the record of much of the 
development of his musical prowess was lost due to the 1942-43 strike by the American Federation of 
Musicians, during which no recordings were made. 

In 1942, Parker left McShann’s band and played with Earl Hines. Here he met his famous duo partner, 
trumpet player, Dizzy Gillespie. By 1945, Parker had his own band. He and Gillespie took the band 
to Hollywood. 

Despite his musical success, Parker’s personal life was in shambles. He was married four times, and his 
abuse of drugs including heroin was well known. Often times he would miss gigs or would show up to 
performances without an instrument. In 1946, he had a nervous breakdown, said to be caused by his ongoing 
drug use, and wound up in a mental institution. 

On March 5, 1955, Parker played his last public engagement at Birdland, a New York nightclub that had been 
named in his honor. He died a week later at the age of 35.

Today, Parker’s compositions can easily be found in the Charlie Parker Omnibook and are transcribed, 
studied and analysed by jazz students over the world. His pieces are part of any players jazz vocabulary.

Charles “Yardbird” Parker is considered one of the all time jazz greats. 
He was known as an amazing saxophonist who gained wide recognition for his 
brilliant solos and innovative improvisations. However, this wasn’t always the 
case. In his childhood, he didn’t show any real signs of musical talent at all!

%LOOLH·V�%RXQFH��$QWKURSRORJ\�
2UQLWKRORJ\��<DUGELUG�6XLWH
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Name:  Miles Davis

Born: 1926 in Alton, Illinois, USA

Died: 1991 in Santa Monica, California, USA

Style: Cool Jazz, Bebop, Jazz Fusion

Instruments: Trumpet, sometimes with a 
stemless Harmon mute

 

At the Birdland jazz club in 1959, Miles stepped 
outside to take a break between sets. He was 
arrested for loitering outside the club!

Miles Davis has opened for rock acts such as 
The Grateful Dead and Neil Young.

Miles Davis left the Julliard School of Music 
because he felt the education was too ‘white’ 
for him.

 12 MILES DAVIS

Today, Miles Davis is remembered as one of the greatest style innovators in the history of jazz. He was able to 
change the trends and direction of jazz several times in his life through his major albums.

8QOLNH�PDQ\�MD]]�SHUIRUPHUV�RI�WKLV�HUD��0LOHV�'DYLV�ZDV�ERUQ�WR�TXLWH�DQ�DIÁXHQW�IDPLO\��+LV�IDWKHU�ZDV�D�GHQWLVW�
and he gave Miles a trumpet and lessons with an established local trumpet teacher when Miles was thirteen. 
Davis often joked that his father chose the trumpet to irk his mother, as she didn’t like the sound, but the 
teacher was a friend of Davis’s father and he persuaded them to get the instrument. Davis’s mother was also an 
established blues pianist, but she hid this fact from her son when he started to play. His trumpet teacher taught 
him to play without vibrato, even though vibrato was fashionable with trumpet players at the time. Playing 
without vibrato was to become the Miles Davis trademark tone and playing style he used throughout his career.

At 13, Miles progressed beyond many adult trumpet players and was considerd something of a prodigy. By the age 
RI�����KH�ZDV�SOD\LQJ�WUXPSHW�SURIHVVLRQDOO\�ZKHQ�QRW�LQ�VFKRRO��$W�����KH�PHW�DQG�ÀOOHG�LQ�DV�D�WKLUG�WUXPSHW�
player in a band with prominent jazz saxophonist Charlie Parker and trumpet player Dizzy Gillespie. 

Later that year, Miles’ parents saw his potential as a jazz musician, but still wanted him to have a formal 
education, and so he moved to New York City to study music at Juilliard. Upon his arrival he contacted Charlie 
Parker, and started playing with the Charlie Parker Quintet and other Be-bop style jazz ensembles. 

He left the Charlie Parker band in 1948 and started to develop his more laid back, melody based style. With the 
help of arranger and friend Gill Evans, he developed a new look band and a style that was very different from the 
fast paced Be-bop of the time.

Like many jazz artists of this time, in the 1950s Davis’s life was plagued with drug addiction. His career got back 
on course again when he was invited to play at a jazz festival. His solo, Round Midnight, caught the attention 
of a Columbia Records talent scout who was at the festival. Miles was offered a recording contract, exactly what 
he needed to get his career on track. He formed the Miles Davis Quintet for the contract. This quintet quickly 
became one of the best of its time.  

Throughout his life, Miles Davis received eight Grammy awards and a Grammy Lifetime Achievement award and 
he’s included in the Hollywood Walk of Fame. He has an honorary doctorate from New England Conservatory for his 
contributions to music and he was Knighted into the French Legion of Honor.

Have you ever used the word “cool”? 
7RGD\��LW·V�D�WHUP�WKDW�ZH�XVH�LQ�HYHU\GD\�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��EXW�GLG�\RX�NQRZ�WKDW�LW�ZDV�ÀUVW�
popularized back in the era of jazz music by Miles Davis? If you’ve ever seen interview footage 
of Davis, you’ll see how important being cool was to him. It was his trademark. His cool 
attitude meant that his etiquette was often different to other performers of this era too: 
sometimes he would even play with his back to the audience, and he wasn’t known to bow 
RU�VPLOH��:KHQ�KLV�FDUHHU�ÀUVW�VWDUWHG��KH�EHFDPH�IDPRXV�IRU�SOD\LQJ�D�FRRO��O\ULFDO��VORZHU�
ballad style of jazz named “cool jazz”. 

¶5RXQG�0LGQLJKW��1HIHUWLWL� 
0\�)XQQ\�9DOHQWLQH
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Name:  Herbie Hancock

Born: April 12, 1940, Chicago, Illinois

Style: Jazz Fusion, Be-Bop, Funk

Instruments: Piano, Keyboards

 

Teenage Herbie Hancock loved science and 
he loved music. While practicing piano 
and performing jazz fusion, sixteen-year-
old Herbie studied music and electrical 
engineering in college. His education at 
Grinnell College gave him the technological 
know-how to make him the master of 
electronic music, which contributed to him 
winning a dozen Grammy awards.  

 13 HERBIE HANCOCK

Today Herbie Hancock is best known as one of the best Jazz pianists in the world and for his innovation in 
Jazz. In Hancock’s�FDUHHU�KH�KDV�ZRQ�ÀYH�079�DZDUGV��WZHOYH�*UDPP\�DZDUGV�DQG�DQ�$FDGHP\�$ZDUG� 
He is reknowned for innovating new chords in Jazz, specially for mixing Jazz elements with other styles of 
playing such as funk, rock, classical and world music. This has been given a name: Jazz Fusion. He was the 
ÀUVW�-D]]�SHUIRUPHU�WR�SRSXODUL]H�HOHFWURQLF�LQVWUXPHQWV�VXFK�DV�WKH�V\QWKHVL]HU�

As a child, Hancock enjoyed listening to the Rhythm and Blues music which was playing around his city at 
the time, but he never considered playing it himself until he heard a classmate perform an improvisation at 
a talent show. He was instantly fascinated and he decided to learn everything he could about this music. 
By the time he started high school, he was spending hours listening to recordings of Jazz greats and 
transcribing them, helping him to develop his ‘ear’ and solid familiarity with Jazz. In his early twenties, 
Hancock convinced blind Jazz pianist Chris Anderson to teach him and Hancock still attributes his 
knowledge of harmony to Anderson. He also undertook university courses and attended the school of music 
in Manhattan until he started to build a reputation playing around town.  

$W�WKH�DJH�RI�MXVW�WZHQW\�WZR��+DQFRFN�UHFRUGHG�KLV�ÀUVW�DOEXP�ZKLFK�LQFOXGHG�KLV�ÀUVW�KLW�VRQJ��
Watermelon Man. It was this song which caught the attention of another famous Jazz musician, Miles 
Davis who was looking to form a band at the time. Hancock soon joined the Miles Davis Quintet and 
simultaneously started recording his own styles with the help of other Jazz musicians through a record 
label. Through all of these ventures, Herbie Hancock soon become renown for being the creator of some of 
the most popular and innovative Jazz of the 60s and thereafter. 

Even today at the age of 70, Herbie Hancock continues to make innovative albums, the most recent being 
the Imagine Project which brings music and artists together from different countries in the world together 
in Herbie Hancock’s Jazz fusion style. The Imagine Project was released in June, 2010.

Most people know about the Classical composer Mozart being a musical prodigy, but did you 
know that Herbie Hancock was also considered a prodigy? 

When Herbie was a baby, his parents discovered that he would stop crying when music was 
played and as a toddler, he would respond enthusiastically when a piano was near. 
His parents, especially his mother who had a real love for music, bought a piano. Instead of 
playing sports and running about with his schoolmates he preferred to stay home learning 
piano and nurturing a fascination with science and electronics. The young Herbie skipped 
two grades, was considered a high achiever and at a young age listened to opera and played 
classical piano. At the age of eleven, he won a scholastic contest, the prize was to play a 
concert performance of a Mozart Concerto with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra.

&DQWHORXSH�,VODQG��:DWHUPHORQ�0DQ�
0DLGHQ�9R\DJH��&KDPHOHRQ
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Name:  Riley “B.B.” King

Born: September 16, 1925, Itta Bena, MS, USA

Style: Blues, Blues Rock, Soul Blues, Rhythm 
and Blues

Instruments: Guitar, Vocals

 

Since 1949, BB King has named each of his 
guitars Lucille... 
One night, he was playing at a dance hall when 
WZR�PHQ�VWDUWHG�ÀVW�ÀJKWLQJ��NQRFNHG�RYHU�D�
NHURVHQH�ODPS��DQG�VWDUWHG�D�ÀUH� 
After evacuating, BB realized he’d left his guitar 
inside and he ran back in to rescue it, almost 
losing his life. 
He found out that the two men had been 
ÀJKWLQJ�RYHU�D�JLUO�QDPHG�/XFLOOH��.LQJ�GHFLGHG�
to name his guitar Lucille to remind himself 
never to act foolish like the men that 
ZHUH�ÀJKWLQJ�

 14 BB KING

Riley B King was born in 1925. His parents split up when he was only four years old and he went to live with 
his grandmother. She took him to church every Sunday where he joined the gospel choir. The preacher, 
Reverend Fair, introduced Riley to the guitar and taught him some basic chords. His Aunt Mima got him 
listening to old Blues records. Riley started to relate more to the Blues genre of music after losing both his 
mother and grandmother as a child.

At the age of 17, Riley became a tractor driver and sang and played blues guitar on street corners for extra 
cash. One day he broke his boss’ tractor and was scared to face him, and took off with only $2.50 in his 
SRFNHW��5LOH\�ÁHG�WR�0HPSKLV�DQG�VHDUFKHG�%HDOH�6WUHHW�IRU�KLV�FRXVLQ�%XNND�:KLWH��D�IDPRXV�EOXHV�VLQJHU�
at the time. 

They spent 10 months jamming in White’s apartment. White played slide guitar where he slid necks of 
glass bottles up the instrument’s fret board. King couldn’t duplicate this technique and wasn’t into playing 
chords, so he developed his own style of vibrating and bending strings to make his guitar sing. He was 
LQVSLUHG�E\�7�%RQH�:DONHU��WKH�ÀUVW�EOXHV�PXVLFLDQ�WR�SOD\�WKH�HOHFWULF�JXLWDU��%%�.LQJ·V�JXLWDU�VRORV�ODWHU�
LQÁXHQFHG�PXVLFLDQV�OLNH�-LPPL�+HQGUL[��(ULF�&ODSWRQ�DQG�6WHYLH�5D\�9DXJKQ�

At the age of 23, Riley became BB King (short for “Beale Street Blues Boy”), when he hosted his own radio 
show, The Sepia Swing Club. He played songs by African American musicians and sang and played guitar on 
the air. From then he started recording singles and formed a band which toured the Chitlin Circuit. 
This circuit of juke joints and clubs in southern-eastern United States were considered the only possible 
touring sites for Blacks from the 1940s until the 1960s. BB’s band averaged 275 one-night shows a year. 
In 1956 alone, they played 342 concerts.

Extensive touring cost BB both his marriages, which inspired him to write two famous blues tunes: Woke Up 
This Morning and The Thrill is Gone, his most popular hit. 

:KHQ�D�:KLWH�EOXHV�JXLWDULVW��0LNH�%ORRPÀHOG��URVH�WR�VWDUGRP�LQ�������KH�FUHGLWHG�KLV�LQVWUXPHQWDO�WDOHQW�
to BB King. From then on, BB was not restricted to playing small locations along the Chitlin Circuit. He 
EHJDQ�WR�WRXU�KLJK�SURÀOH�YHQXHV�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQWU\�DQG�HYHQWXDOO\�WKH�ZRUOG��

Although BB thought he was going to retire at the age of 80 and played a ‘farewell tour’, he still continues 
to perform today. He has collaborated with a range of artists from George Coleman and Bobby Bland (his 
former band mates) to U2 and Eric Clapton, and is a successful record producer, song writer, singer 
and guitarist.

Named the “King of the Blues” and rated number three on Rolling Stone 
Magazine’s list of 100 greatest guitarists of all time, BB King is still touring the 
world at the age of 85. 

7KH�7KULOO�LV�*RQH��7KUHH�2·&ORFN�%OXHV�
/XFLOOH



Fast Facts Fun Facts

Important Works

© 2011 Fun Music CompanyPrintable Music Lesson Plans - Jazz and Blues -  Fact Sheet 1

 1 SCOTT JOPLIN

Name:  Scott Joplin

Born: c. 1868 Texas, USA

Died: 1917 New York City, USA

Style: Ragtime

Instruments: Piano

In 1973, Scott Joplin’s music was adapted 
IRU�D�ÀOP�The Sting which won an Academy 
Award. The version of the The Entertainer 
XVHG�LQ�WKH�ÀOP�UHDFKHG����RQ�WKH�$PHULFDQ�
Top 40 Music Chart and prompted the New 
York times to write: 
´7KDQNV�WR�WKH�ÀOP�DQG�LW·V�VFRUH� 
-RSOLQ·V�ZRUN�EHFDPH�DSSUHFLDWHG�LQ�
ERWK�WKH�SRSXODU�PXVLF�ZRUOG�DQG�LQ�WKH�
&ODVVLFDO�PXVLF�ZRUOG��EHFRPLQJ�WKH�FODVVLFDO�
SKHQRPHQRQ�RI�WKH�GHFDGHµ

 1 SCOTT JOPLIN

Maybe you’ve never heard of Ragtime or Scott Joplin, but whether you know it or not, you’ve probably heard his music. 

Ragtime music was most popular between ________ and _________ . 

The main instrument used in ________ music is the _______, but it can be accompanied by other instruments such as 

wind instruments, banjo, guitar and drums at times to give variety.  The music is referred to as ragtime because the 

rhythm is ‘ragged’ or __________ to give it a jazzier feel.  If you took away the syncopation, the music would become a 

_________.

Scott Joplin lived at a time where ___________ had not long been abolished. His father was a former _______ who got 

a job working on the railroad after he was freed and his mother was a free African American who worked for a white 

families doing household work. He learned to play when some of the families that his mother knew through her work 

let Scott play their piano. 

When Joplin was about eleven or twelve, Joplin’s father left the family, leaving his mother to provide for eight children 

and it was about this time, the young Scott Joplin met a music teacher named Julius Weiss, a Jewish-German music 

professor who had immigrated to the US. He felt sorry for his family so he gave Joplin free music lessons because he 

could see his potential as a musician. It was here that he learned about the _____ and ________ genres of music and he 

helped Joplin’s family acquire a piano. It is known that Joplin was so appreciative of Professor Weiss’s efforts with him, 

that later, when he became a well known composer, he would send him gifts of money. 

By the late 1880’s, Joplin was working as a traveling musician and became popular amongst the afro-american 

community. Throughout his career, he wrote a total of _____ original ragtime pieces, ____ ragtime ballet and ____ 

operas. His two most famous pieces are _____ ______________ and __________ ________ ______ . This second hit 

sold _________ copies in six months and gave him a steady royalty of _____ percent of all sales which brought him his 

LQFRPH�IRU�WKH�ZKROH�RI�KLV�OLIH��$IWHU�KLV�LQLWLDO�VXFFHVVHV��-RSOLQ�KDG�LQFUHDVLQJ�GLIÀFXOW\�LQ�SXEOLVKLQJ�VRPH�RI�KLV�

ODWHU�ZRUNV�DQG�RSHUDV�DQG�IUHTXHQWO\�UDQ�LQWR�ÀQDQFLDO�SUREOHPV��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�SURGXFLQJ�KLV�RSHUD·V��

Although Scott Joplin died young, penniless and disappointed, he is now known as a musical pioneer of ragtime music 

DQG�KHOSHG�VHW�WKH�VWDJH�IRU�IXWXUH�SHUIRUPHUV�LQ�WKH�UDJWLPH�JHQUH��+H�ZDV�JLYHQ�DQ�XQPDUNHG�JUDYH�IRU�ÀIW\�VHYHQ�

\HDUV�DQG�ZDV�ÀQDOO\�QRWHG�IRU�KLV�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WR�$PHULFDQ�0XVLF�LQ�WKH���BB·V�ZKHQ�KLV�music revived, thanks to a hit 

movie called _____ __________ .

You’ve probably heard of musicians such as Elvis Presley being named the 
“King of Rock and Roll” and Michael Jackson being called the “King of Pop”. 
Did you know that before either of those performers were even born, Scott 
Joplin was referred to as the “The King of ______________”

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________
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Name:  Edward Kennedy Ellington

Born: April 29, 1899 – Washington D.C., USA

Died: May 24, 1974

Style:  Big band, jazz, swing

Instruments: Piano, Bandleader

Duke Ellington stopped using his full name, 
Edward Kennedy Ellington, when a buddy in 
grade school decided that a royal name better 
ÀWWHG�'XNH·V�DULVWRFUDWLF�DWWLWXGH��7UXH�WR�
his reputation, the Duke dressed to impress, 
always wearing the trendiest fashions and 
trying his best to woo his adoring female fans.

 2 DUKE ELLINGTON

Today, Duke Ellington is considered by many as being one of America’s 
greatest composers, bandleader and recording artist of all time, but when he 
was a child, this jazz great almost gave up playing music altogether!

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

Tired of practicing classical music every day, young Duke Ellington quit his piano lessons to play outside with his friends 

when he was seven years old.  In fact, Duke didn’t take up the piano again until he reached his teens.  Why did Duke 

Ellington start playing piano again in high school?  The answer is pretty simple: to get a date.  Teen Duke found out that 

the girls at his school loved a boy that could play a mean piano.  True to his royal nickname, the “Duke” showed up to 

HYHU\�PXVLF�JLJ�GUHVVHG�OLNH�UR\DOW\��ÁDVKLQJ�D�ELJ�VPLOH�WR�HDFK�ODG\�LQ�WKH�DXGLHQFH�µ

As a teenager, by day, Duke Ellington earned money as a dishwasher and a few other odd jobs, and by night he formed 

small jazz ensembles to play high school dances and dance halls.  Soon after, the Duke decided to follow his dream of 

D�PXVLFDO�FDUHHU�E\�PRYLQJ�WR�1HZ�<RUN�ZLWK�VRPH�RI�KLV�FORVHVW�PXVLFLDQ�IULHQGV���$W�ÀUVW��'XNH�(OOLQJWRQ�DQG�D�JURXS�

of friends found only limited success. The dance craze at this time, just after World War 1 time was the Charleston 

and there was a lot of competition for jazz audiences in New York. But after a while they  worked up a reputation and 

landed a permanent gig in the late 1920s with the hottest club in Harlem, New York called The Cotton Club. It was 

there the Duke became famous.

Duke Ellington was most popular in the 19___s and ___s  when he hosted a weekly radio broadcast and white clientele 

were pouring in to see him nightly. This set the stage for him to become a worldwide celebrity and he enjoyed many 

years playing and touring the world. His music is generally known as part of the ___ _____ era.

Many bandleaders led from the _______ like Duke Ellington. Other instruments in the Big Band were ____________, 

______________ and ________________ .

Just about every year in the height of his career, Duke Ellington and his Orchestra produced major jazz hits which 

included  ________ _____, It ______ ______ a _______, _____ ______ and _____________ _____.

Today, Duke Ellington is remembered with many awards and memorials signifying his contributions to Americian music. 

+H�KDV�D�VWDU�RQ�WKH�+ROO\ZRRG�ZDON�2I�)DPH�DQG�ZDV�RQH�RI�RQO\�ÀYH�MD]]�PXVLFLDQV�WR�KDYH�HYHU�EHHQ�IHDWXUHG�RQ�

the cover of  Time Magazine. In 1976, pop music great Stevie Wonder wrote a song called Sir Duke as a tribute to Duke 

(OOLQJWRQ�DQG�LQ�������'XNH�(OOLQJWRQ�EHFDPH�WKH�ÀUVW�$IULFDQ���$PHULFDQ�WR�EH�IHDWXUHG�RQ�D�86�FRLQ��)URP�KLV�HDUO\�

performances at high school to his Carnegie Hall successes, everyone loved his royal highness, Duke Ellington!
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Name:  Louis Armstrong

Born: August 4, 1901 New Orleans, Louisiana, USA

Died: July 6, 1971, New York City, USA

Style: Dixieland, jazz, swing, popular music

Instruments: Trumpet and Vocals

Louis Armstrong puffed his cheeks out when 
he played, which earned him the nickname 
‘Satchmo’ which was short for satchel mouth.

During the recording of Heebie Jeebies, 
Louis dropped his lyric sheet. He resorted to 
singing nonsense syllables because he didn‘t 
have the words in front of him. This type of 
singing became known as scat.

 3 LOUIS ARMSTRONG

Louis Armstrong is regarded as one of the best known jazz musicians of all time. He was an exceptional ____________

SOD\HU�DQG�BBBBBBBBBB�ZKR�KHDYLO\�LQÁXHQFHG�IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV�RI�MD]]�DUWLVWV�WR�FRPH��+H�ZDV�DOVR�RQH�RI�WKH�

ÀUVW�MD]]�PXVLFLDQ�WR�SRSXODUL]H�GRLQJ�DQ�BBBBBBBBBBBBBB�BBBBBB�LQ�WKH�MD]]�EDQG�VHWWLQJ��+H�ZDV�WKH�YRFDOLVW�WKDW�

SRSXODUL]HG�BBBB�VLQJLQJ�DQG��WKURXJKRXW�KLV�ORQJ�FDUHHU�KH�SOD\HG�DQG�VDQJ�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�VRPH�RI�WKH�PRVW�LQÁXHQWLDO�

and important instrumentalists and vocalists of the time. He starred in more than thirty movies, played in Broadway 

musicals and toured the world. Many of his songs are still featured in TV shows and movies even today.

As a child, Louis Armstrong lived in poverty with his mother and younger sister. He collected food that was thrown away 

then sold it to restaurants and delivered newspapers to earn money. He hauled and sold coal for the Karnofsky family 

ZKR�OHQW�KLP�PRQH\�IRU�KLP�WR�EX\�KLV�ÀUVW�BBBBBBBBBB��:KLOH�GRLQJ�RGG�MREV�IRU�WKH�IDPLO\��KH�ZRXOG�RIWHQ�VQHDN�LQWR�

nightclubs and listen to jazz jams where other famous musicians would drop in and play.

:KHQ�/RXLV�ZDV�WZHOYH�\HDUV�ROG��KH�ZDV�VHQW�WR�D�UHIRUP�KRXVH�IRU�ER\V�EHFDXVH�RI�DQ�LQFLGHQW�ZKHUH�KH�ÀUHG�D�SLVWRO�

in the air at a New Years Celebration.  It was here that he met his teacher, Peter Davis who helped him focus on playing 

the cornet. Louis excelled and was made leader of the “house” band.

After Armstrong left the reform school at the age of fourteen, his career began as he hauled coal by day and played 

FRUQHW�E\�QLJKW���+H�ÀUVW�SOD\HG�LQ�EDQGV�DURXQG�1HZ�2UOHDQV�DQG�RQ�ULYHU�ERDWV�WKDW�FURVVHG�WKH�0LVVLVVLSSL�ULYHU���

Then in the early 1920s, his mentor, “King” Oliver asked him to move to Chicago and join his Creole jazz band. 

In the mid-twenties, Armstrong switched from playing the cornet to the ____________ so that he could blend in 

better with the other musicians he was playing with at the time.  He formed his own bands called the “Hot Fives” 

and the “Hot Sevens” which are some of the best examples of his instrumental abilities. He started to develop his 

own distinctive style and and could play several octaves on his instrument.  Louis was also a natural singer and had a 

distinctive voice that often imitated trumpet sounds. His expressive, wide open eyes, belly laughter, stories he told on 

stage, and improvisational techniques always made him a favorite among crowds.

Can you  imagine someone the age of a grandparent ranking as number one 
in the top pop music charts? Jazz musician Louis Armstrong did it on two 
occasions with two different songs in his life. At the age of 63 he knocked the 
Beatles off the top of the charts with the song “_______ ______”, then once 
again at the age of 69, he reached the top of the charts in two countries with 
“______ _ __________ _______”.

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________



Fast Facts Fun Facts

Important Works

© 2011 Fun Music CompanyPrintable Music Lesson Plans - Jazz and Blues -  Fact Sheet 4

 4 BENNY GOODMAN

Name:  Benjamin David “Benny” Goodman

Born: May 30, 1909,  Chicago, Illinois, USA

DIED: June 30, 1986, New York, USA

Style: Swing, Classical

Instrument: Clarinet

The original recording of Goodman’s Carnegie 
Hall concert has never gone out of print.

Some people say that Benny was a demanding 
taskmaster. Goodman’s trademark glare, “The 
Ray”, was given to musicians who couldn’t 
achieve his demanding standards.

Benny broke down the race barriers by hiring 
pianist Teddy Wilson and vibraphonist, Lionel 
+DPSWRQ��,W�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�EODFN�DQG�ZKLWH�
musicians played together in a famous group.

Benny, the ninth in a line of twelve children, was encouraged by his father to learn an instrument at the age of 12 in 

RUGHU�WR�KHOS�RXW�ZLWK�WKH�IDPLO\·V�ÀQDQFHV��+H�WRRN�FODULQHW�OHVVRQV�DW�WKH�ORFDO�V\QDJRJXH�DQG�H[FHOOHG�LQ�PXVLF�GXH�WR�

his commitment to perfection. He was soon playing in professional bands to help support the family income.

,Q�������%HQQ\�KDG�KLV�ÀUVW�SURIHVVLRQDO�GHEXW�LQ�WKH�&KLFDJR�WKHDWUH��%\�DJH�IRXUWHHQ��%HQQ\�SOD\HG�LQ�WKH�OHJHQGDU\�

Bix Biederbecke’s band, and by sixteen, he was playing with another band led by Ben Pollack. During his time with 

3ROODFN·V�EDQG�KLV�ÀUVW�UHFRUGLQJ�ZDV�PDGH��EXW�KH�DOVR�UHFRUGHG�XQGHU�KLV�RZQ�QDPH�

By 1934,Goodman was ready to go out on his own. He auditioned to be part of a radio show that highlighted dance music 

called Let’s Dance.  The audience gave his music a mixed reaction due to the time that it aired on radio. Some parts of 

America were not hearing it until late at night and the music was generally not recieved well by audiences when they 

toured. By 1935, Benny Goodman found himself leading a band that was nearly broke, dissollusioned and ready to quit. 

The turning point in Benny’s career came six months later when his band went on a tour that was very nearly 

unsuccessful.  Unsuccessful, that is, until he played at the Palomar Ballroom where they found that younger people had 

been listening to the Lets Dance broadcast and they were wanting to dance to it. Benny’s sound could only be described 

in one word: Swing, and it began a new era in American music.  A new dance craze called the jitterbug was starting 

to emerge  over the three weeks that the Benny Goodman played here at this venue and media started to report on it 

playing the songs on radio broadcasts all over the nation. 

$IWHU�WKLV�LQLWDO�VXFFHVV�DQG�PHGLD�FRYHUDJH��%HQQ\�*RRGPDQ�VWDUWHG�WR�SOD\�DW�KLJK�SURÀOH�YHQXHV�DQG�ZDV�NQRZQ�DV�

WKH�ÀUVW�ZKLWH�EDQG�OHDGHU�ZKR�KLUHG�EODFN�PXVLFLDQV�WR�SOD\�LQ�WKH�JURXS��ZKLFK�ZDV�D�EUHDN�IURP�WUDGLWLRQ�DW�WKH�WLPH��

%\�������KH�ZDV�FR�KRVWLQJ�D�KLJK�SURÀOH�UDGLR�VKRZ�ZLWK�KLV�EDQG�DQG�WKLV�VXFFHVV�JDYH�KLP�WKH�FRQÀGHQFH�WR�WKLQN�ELJ�

Benny Goodman was most popular in the late 19___’s, and he remained popular through the 19___’s and ___’s as well.

Benny Goodman was an inspirational _____________ player and band leader, and was one of the early 

pioneers of the _________ style.

He achieved stardom and a place in history in 1938 when he and his band members dared to “think big” . 

They succeeded in a publicity stunt that had never been tried and that changed jazz music forever.  Never 

before had jazz music been played at _____________ _____ which was regarded as the premier concert 

hall for classical music at the time. Although nervous about doing something so bold, Benny Goodman 

NQHZ�WKDW�VXFK�D�ELJ�PRYH�ZRXOG�PDNH�KLP�WKH�ÀUVW�MD]]�EDQG�OHDGHU�WR�SOD\�DW�WKLV�HOLWH�YHQXH�DQG�LW�

would be a sign that jazz was being accepted into mainstream audiences by all races.The result was a 

sell-out crowd. Goodman became a millionare by the age of thirty and was dubbed “The King Of Swing” .

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________
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Name:  William ‘Count’ Basie

Born: August 21, 1904 in Red Bank, NJ, USA

Died: April 27, 1984 Hollywood, Florida, USA

Style: Big Band

Instruments: Piano, Organ, Bandleader

Count Basie’s mom paid 25 cents each for his 
piano lessons.

 5 COUNT BASIE

Have you ever had nickname before? How did you get it? 

Back in the time of Count Basie, many jazz musicians had nicknames that 
sounded a bit like the royal family. There was Duke Ellington, King Oliver, Earl 
Hines and Baron Lee. A radio announcer commented once that his real name, 
William Basie was such an ordinary name compared to all the big royal names 
around. So the DJ nicknamed him “Count” Basie and the name stuck because 
Basie liked the idea of becoming jazz royalty.

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

Count Basie is best known as a __________ player, but started out playing the _______. Whether taking piano lessons 

with his mom or jamming on the drum set, the young Count had a passion for music.  Basie loved playing the set, but 

a better drummer, jazz legend and Duke Ellington Quintet drummer Sonny Greer, discouraged the budding musician. 

Hanging out at Harlem’s old Lincoln Theater in his late teens, Basie met a jazz legend who would change his life 

forever.

Fats Waller noticed William Basie coming by the theater each day to watch him play the organ. Fats started teaching 

Basie organ basics and eventually landed the young musician a gig with the Vaudeville act “Katie Cripen and Her Kids”. 

Soon Basie was playing everywhere from dance halls to silent movie theaters. Basie moved to Kansas City, Missouri and 

played with Walter Page’s Blue Devils and Bennie Moten’s Orchestra.

When Bennie Moten’s Orchestra broke up after the bandleader’s death, the resourceful Basie put together his own 

RUFKHVWUD��7KH�%DVLH�EDQG�KDG�D�GLIÀFXOW�WLPH�EUHDNLQJ�WKURXJK��/RZ�RQ�UHVRXUFHV��WKH����PHPEHU�EDQG�KDG�EURNHQ�

instruments held together by rubber bands and limited access to sheet music. The band struggled until they played at 

the Famous Door. The Basie orchestra performance at the Famous Door gained national attention on the airwaves, and 

their recorded hits like “One O’Clock Jump” started selling like jazz hotcakes.

The Count Basie Orchestra was most popular during the _____ _______ era in the 19___s and 19___s. Even after most 

big bands had disappeared, the Count Basie Orchestra sound continued its popularity overseas in Europe and Asia. In 

1965 the Count played for John F. Kennedy’s inaugural celebration. Even after a heart attack left him in a wheelchair, 

Basie continued to plunk out new tunes on the piano and perform nationally.  Count Basie truly loved making people 

happy with his music.
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 6 GLENN MILLER

Name:  Alton Glenn Miller

Born: March 1, 1904 in Clarinda, Iowa, USA

DIED: December 15, 1944

Style: Big band, swing

Instruments: Trombone, Bandleader

 

Glenn Miller grew up in a sod house in Tryon, 
Nebraska. Homesteaders who journeyed 
westward made sod houses out of dirt and 
grass – the only materials available in the lonely 
prairies of Nebraska. Even though he grew up in 
a house made out of grass and dirt, Glenn Miller 
enjoyed the songs his mother sang as she played 
an old pump organ.

Glen Miller was a ______________ player and band leader. As a child, Glenn Miller moved from one state to another as 

quickly as he changed instruments.  His family moved several times during his youth, eventually landing in Colorado.  

Glenn loved music, and he learned how to play mandolin and other brass instruments before settling down with the 

trombone.  In high school Glenn played in the band and he also played football.  In fact, he was considered one of 

the best high school football players in the state.  Although his parents sometimes discouraged his music playing, 

wondering how the teen would support himself with just a trombone, Glenn followed his dreams and began performing 

professionally after high school.

Success did not come easy for the young trombonist.  Before the Glenn Miller Orchestra achieved fame and recognition 

during the ______ ______ era, Glenn spent almost twenty years playing in various big bands and studying music with 

famous teachers like Joseph Schillinger.  He started and disbanded at least one Glenn Miller Orchestra during this time 

and had several practically unknown recordings. 

Once the 1940s began, the Glenn Miller Orchestra’s distinctive sound set them apart from other big bands.  In less than 

ÀYH�\HDUV��WKH�*OHQQ�0LOOHU�2UFKHVWUD�UHFRUGHG�RYHU�VHYHQW\�VRQJV���6RPH�RI�WKH�*OHQQ�0LOOHU·V�PRVW�SRSXODU�VRQJV�

were “Kalamazoo”, “Chattanooga Choo Choo”, and “Little Brown Jug”.  The Glenn Miller Orchestra received national 

attention on the radio airwaves and performed in two movies. 

In 1942 Glenn Miller joined the war effort by enlisting in the military at the age of 38. He was too old to join the front 

lines, but the military accepted him as a band leader. For this reason Glen Miller is often associated with _________ 

music.  At that time, the Glenn Miller Orchestra earned an average of $20,000 a week.  Miller gave up the fame and 

fortune to serve his country. In the army, Miller formed a band that performed over 800 times on the radio and live, 

lifting the morale of the troops with some of his most popular tunes.  On December 15th, 19___, the plane carrying 

Glenn Miller to Paris disappeared.  No wreckage has ever been found and he was listed as missing in action. 

If you’ve ever played in a big band before, the chances are that you’ve played 
some Glen Miller tunes. Glen Miller and his big band The Glenn Miller Orchestra 
were among the best selling recording artists just as World War Two began. 

Did you know that when war started, Glen Miller left his highly successful music 
career right at the peak of his fame to join the military? In fact he was too old 
WR�MRLQ�DQG�KH�ZDVQ·W�DEOH�WR�ÀJKW�LQ�WKH�ZDU��EXW�WKH�PLOLWDU\�DFFHSWHG�KLP�DV�D�
band leader.  It was the war that saw the end of Both Miller’s career and his life.

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________
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 7 ELLA FITZGERALD

Name:  Ella Fitzgerald

Born: April25, 1917, Newport News, VA, USA

DIED: June 15, 1996, Beverly Hills, CA, USA

Style: Big Band, Vocal Jazz, Scat, Bebop

Instruments: Voice

 

Ella Fitzgerald was a tom-girl when she was 
young. Her favorite baseball sports teams were 
the Los Angeles Lakers and the Dodgers. 

 Ira Gershwin once remarked: 
”,�QHYHU�NQHZ�KRZ�JRRG�RXU�VRQJV�ZHUH�XQWLO�,�
KHDUG�(OOD�)LW]JHUDOG�VLQJ�WKHP”

At the last minute, Ella made the decision to sing. Quickly she asked the band to play a Hoagy Carmichael song Judy 

which she knew well because it was one of her mother’s favourite records. As she sang, the crowd quietened down 

listening to Fitzgerald’s warm, wide ranging voice spanning nearly three octaves. By the end, the audience were 

demanding an encore! 

$IWHU�WKLV�LQLWLDO�VXFFHVV��VKH�HQWHUHG�KHUVHOI�LQWR�HYHU\�WDOHQW�VKRZ�VKH�FRXOG�ÀQG��,Q�-DQXDU\�������VKH�ZRQ�

the chance to perform with a popular jazz band band called “the Tiny Bradshaw Band”.  Here she met drummer, 

bandleader and soon to be mentor Chick Webb. Ella Fitzgerald was a major success with the crowd and was hired to 

tour with the band. 

,Q�WKH�QH[W�\HDU���(OOD�)LW]JHUDOG�PDGH�KHU�ÀUVW�VROR�UHFRUGLQJ�FDOOHG�´ORYH�DQG�NLVVHVµ�ZKLOH�VKH�ZDV�VWLOO�SHUIRUPLQJ�

with Chick’s band. By now, the Big Band era started to change and a style called bebop started to become popular. 

Ella started to sing a song called (If You Can’t Sing It) You Have To Swing It in which she would often use her voice as 

another instrument and sang whatever came into her head.  By the 1940s she was one of the best scat singers in the 

world.

By 1938, Ella Fitzgerald recorded a fun, playful version of the nursery rhyme “__ ________, __ ________”. This song 

sold ___ ____________ copies, reached number one in the charts and stayed in the top position for seventeen weeks.  

Suddenly Ella was famous!

In the next year, and at the age of 22, Ella mourned the loss of her mentor Chick Webb, and took over the role of 

bandleader renaming the band Ella Fitzgerald and her Famous Band. In the rest of her career she embarked on a 

hectic touring schedule under the guidance of her new manager and lifelong business associate, Norman Granz. During 

this period, she worked on the Philharmonic Tour, recorded several albums with Louis Armstrong and produced a series 

of very popular cover albums of other famous jazz musicians works from the era. 

Dubbed “The First Lady of Song,” because she was so well liked  by all races, nationalities and religions, Ella Fitzgerald 

was the most popular female jazz _________ in the United States for more than half a century. In her lifetime, she won 

���*UDPP\�DZDUGV��VROG�RYHU����PLOOLRQ�DOEXPV�DQG�VDQJ�ZLWK�VRPH�RI�WKH�PRVW�LQÁXHQFLDO�MD]]�PXVLFLDQV�RI�WKH�WLPH�

“In 1934, a quiet, shy, reserved 17 year old girl by the name of Ella stood on the stage of 
the “Amateur Talent Show” at the Appollo Theatre in New York. She had won the chance to 
participate through a competition draw and this was her big moment. The only problem was 
she was unsure what to do! The act that was before her was better than she was.  It was a 
dancing act, and that’s what she had planned to do too, but Ella knew there was no way to 
win against what she had just seen. The standard of the other dancing act was too high and 
she knew that her dance just would not compare. By now she was facing a rowdy crowd, 
booing and openly wondering “What’s she going to do?” “

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________
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Birth Name:  Eleanora Fagan

Born: April 17, 1915, Philadelphia, PA, USA

Died:  July 17, 1959, New York, NY, USA

Style: Jazz, Blues, Swing, Torch Songs

Instruments: Vocals

Once, Billie Holiday was getting ready for a 
show and accidentally burnt her hair with 
a curling iron. Her friend bought fresh cut 
gardenias for Billie to pin in her hair and cover 
up the bald spot. Billie ended up loving the 
VPHOO�DQG�ORRN�RI�WKH�ÁRZHUV�DQG�FRQWLQXHG�WR�
wear them in her hair. Gardenias in her hair 
ended up being her trademark!

 8 BILLIE HOLIDAY

Eleanora Fagan was born in Philadelphia in 1915.  Her childhood was very unstable.  She spent time living with different 

relatives, skipped school, and eventually ended up in a home for troubled girls.  Young Eleanora took comfort in singing along 

with recordings of Bessie Smith and Louis Armstrong.  This was the only vocal training she had.  By the time she was 18, 

Eleanora found work singing in some Harlem jazz clubs.  Her stage name, Billie Holiday, came from Billie Dove, an actress that 

she adored and Holiday, her father’s performing last name.

In 1933, Billie Holiday was discovered by record producer John Hammond.  He got her to record several songs with the 

_______ ____________ Band including “what a little Moonlight Can Do”and Miss Brown To You”. As these recordings became 

more popular, the record company who Billie worked with began recording her as a solo artist and she started singing with 

some of the best swing era musicians of the time, including _________ _________  and _________ ________________. By the 

end of Billie’s career she had recorded over 40 albums and over 30 of her singles made it to the top 20 pop music charts.

Billie Holiday collaborated often with her closest friend and neighbour Lester Young, a young jazz saxophonist and clarinetist, 

who nicknamed her “Lady Day.”  She also collaborated and performed, and toured with Louis Armstrong, Count Basie and 

$UWLH�6KDZ��6KH�ZDV�DPRQJ�WKH�ÀUVW�BBBBBBB�PXVLFLDQV�WR�VLQJ�ZLWK�D�BBBBBBB�RUFKHVWUD��DQ�DUUDQJHPHQW�WKDW�ZDV�QRW�

common at the time.

In spite of the musicians working together on the same stage regardless of color, segregation and racism were still the norm in 

the rest of society.  For example, Artie and the other band members rode the guest elevator at the venues, while Billie had to 

take the freight elevator in the back.

in the late 1930’s, Billie Holiday wrote one of her most famous songs called “God Bless the Child” which came about after 

DQ�DUJXPHQW�DERXW�PRQH\�ZLWK�KHU�PRWKHU��%\�WKH�ODWH�����·V��VKH�DSSHDUHG�LQ�KHU�RQO\�PDMRU�ÀOP�UROH��6KH�ZDV�QRW�KDSS\�

DERXW�KHU�UROH�LQ�WKH�ÀOP��EXW�VKH�VDQJ�WKH�VRQJ�´'R�<RX�.QRZ�:KDW�,W�0HDQV�7R�0LVV�1HZ�2UOHDQVµ�DPRQJ�RWKHUV��IRU�WKH�

soundtrack.

Billie Holiday had suffered from a serious heroin addiction, alcohol dependency and abusive relationships for most of her 

career.  by the late 1940, her health was declining and it was becoming obvious on stage.  Holiday died at the young age of 44 

of liver and heart disease. Today, Billie Holiday is remembered  for her emotional style of singing, where she pioneered new 

ZD\V�WR�YDU\�PXVLFDO�HOHPHQWV�VXFK�DV��SKUDVLQJ�DQG�WHPSR�DQG�ZKR�LQÁXHQFHG�IXWXUH�MD]]�DQG�SRS�PXVLFLDQV�ZLWK�KHU�VW\OH�

One of the most poignant songs Billie Holiday performed and recorded was called Strange Fruit,which 
was  a song that described racism against African Americans in the southern United States. It is said that 
she broke down every time she sang it because it reminded her of her father. In 1939, Columbia Records 
refused to record it because they found it too controversial.  Commodore Records recorded it, but it 
RULJLQDOO\�ZDV�QRW�SOD\HG�RQ�UDGLR�VWDWLRQV���7KH�ÀUVW�WLPH�VKH�SHUIRUPHG�LW�OLYH�LQ�D�1HZ�<RUN�&OXE��WKH�
audience was magnetized to her voice and sat in complete silence.  The song became a popular hit and 
one of Holiday’s most important works. 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________
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Name:  Sarah Vaughan

Born: March 27, 1924, Newark, NJ, USA

Died: April 3, 1990, Los Angeles, CA, USA

Style: Bebop, Jazz, Blues

Instruments: Voice, Piano, Organ

6PLOH��9DXJKDQ�KDG�KHU�WHHWK�FDSSHG�WR�À[�
a gap as she thought she’d look better 
on stage. 

$SSDUHQWO\�GHVSLWH�KHU�FRQÀGHQW�VWDJH�
appearance, Vaughan was so insecure, she 
had almost incapacitating stage fright. 

Broken Hearted Melody sold a million 
copies. Sarah Vaughan hated it!

 9 SARAH VAUGHAN

,·YH�EHHQ�VLQJLQJ�DOO�P\�OLIH�DQG�,·YH�QHYHU�UHDOO\�WKRXJKW 
DERXW�DQ\WKLQJ�HOVH�  

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

Sarah Vaughan was a famous jazz ___________ who emerged during the 19__’s and remained popular throughout the 

19___’s and beyond.

In her teens, Sarah Vaughan illegally snuck into night clubs to perform.  These late nights took a toll on her formal 

education and she soon dropped out of school to focus on her music. Her career took off after she won an amateur 

night at the Apollo Theater with the song “Body and Soul.”  The prize was $10.00 and a week of performances.  Later, 

she was contacted by the theatre to open for Ella Fitzgerald at the Apollo.  Her ___________ vocals, the _______ of the 

female vocal ranges, spanned at least ___ octaves.  Some say she could reach over ___ octaves with her voice.

In 1943, Earl Hines, a popular band leader at the time, saw Sarah sing during that week of her opening for Ella 

Fitzgerald at the Apollo Theatre. It is said that he offered her a job on the spot when he heard her sing and she soon 

replaced his lead singer, singing with famous instrumentalists, ________ __________ and ________ __________.  When 

fellow singer Billy Eckstine left Hines’s band to create his own, Sarah and many of the instrumentalists went with him.  

Unfortunately, due to the musicians union strike, much of her work during this time was never recorded.  By 1944, she 

decided to leave Eckstine’s band to pursue a solo career.

Sarah married her manager, George Treadwell, in 1946.  His contribution to her career was to hone her appearance 

onstage, changing her dress and hair to have a better stage look.

Vaughan was among the vocal elite when it came to scat, and her phrasing and variation on melodies were standard to 

Jazz singers, but what set Sarah apart was the wide “swooping” through her vocal range also known as glissandi.

In the mid 40s, Sarah appeared on television variety shows where she won popular appeal.  In 1947, Esquire magazine 

EHVWRZHG�RQ�KHU�WKH�1HZ�6WDU�$ZDUG���7KLV�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�RI�PDQ\�DZDUGV�LQFOXGLQJ�D�*UDPP\�IRU�%HVW�-D]]�9RFDO�

Performance, a star on the Hollywood walk of fame, a National Endowment for the Arts Jazz Masters Award, a Gershwin 

Lifetime Musical Achievement Award and an induction into the American Jazz Hall of Fame.  She also sang at the 

Whitehouse for Presidents Lyndon B. Johnson and Gerald Ford.

In her career’s later years, Sarah dabbled in other musical styles.  She sang with full orchestras, performed numbers 

IURP�PXVLFDOV�DQG�VDQJ�ZLWK�D�%UD]LOLDQ�EDQG���+HU�ÀYH�GHFDGH�FDUHHU�LQFOXGHG�WKUHH�KXVEDQGV��)LYH�UHFRUGLQJ�

FRPSDQLHV��0XVLFUDIW��&ROXPELD�DQG�0HUFXU\�5HFRUGV��5RXOHWWH�5HFRUGV�DQG�3DEOR�5HFRUGV��DQG�FRXQWOHVV�VRQJV�DQG�

albums. 
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Name:  John Birks “Dizzy” Gillespie

Born: October 21, 1917, Cheraw, South Carolina

Died: January 6, 1993, Englewood, New Jersey

Style: Modern Jazz, Bebop, Afro-Cuban Jazz

Instruments: Trumpet, Voice

In 1963-64, Dizzy Gillespie temporarily ran for 
president of the United States against Lyndon 
Johnson. He said if he won, he would change the 
name of the White House to the “Blues House”.

His plans for the “Blues House” included:

Miles Davis - Director of the CIA

Louis Armstrong - Secretary of Agriculture

Duke Ellington - Secretary of State 

Ray Charles - Librarian of Congress 

Malcolm X - Attorney General

 10 DIZZY GILLESPIE

Even more unique than Gillespie’s appearance was his musical style, talent and bravery.  Born in 1917 in South 

Carolina, United States, Gillespie began playing the piano at the age of four.  Shortly after that, he started to teach 

himself trumpet and trombone.  One day, he heard trumpeter Roy Eldrige on the radio and decided he wanted to be a 

jazz musician too.  At the age of 20, he ended up replacing Eldrige as lead trumpeter in the “Teddy _____’s band”.

Two years later, Dizzy joined Cab C___________’s Orchestra.  This leader didn’t always approve of Gillespie’s musical 

technique and often scolded him out in front of the band.  Dizzy was trying to develop his own style, modifying chords 

and improvising which was something that was quite different from the traditional jazz of the time.  During breaks 

between concerts with the band, he and bass player Milt Hinton used to climb onto the roof of the music club with 

their instruments and jam.  Gillespie encouraged Hinton to break away from traditional walking bass lines to play 

ÁDWWHQHG�YHUVLRQV��

*LOOHVSLH�ZDV�ÀUHG�IURP�WKH�EDQG�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�DFFXVHG�RI�VKRRWLQJ�D�VSLW�EDOO�DW�RQH�RI�WKH�RUFKHVWUD�PHPEHUV�GXULQJ�D�

concert.  It ended up being Jonah Jones, but since Calloway didn’t like Dizzy, he was sure it was him.  They argued and 

Dizzy got so angry that he cut Calloway with his pocket knife on his wrists and thighs.  The injuries were not serious 

and they eventually became close friends.

_________ _________ and Gillespie are credited for creating modern jazz.  The two used to jam late at night with 

Charlie Christian, Thelonious Monk and Kenny Clarke at the Minton’s Playhouse and Monroe’s Uptown House in Harlem, 

New York, playing music different from large orchestral approaches.  Modern jazz features ______ tempo, a _______ 

spectrum of notes, __________ complexities, and lots of _______________.

Gillespie was fascinated with equality and multiculturalism.  He was often refered to as the “Ambassador of Jazz” and 

he led the United Nations Orchestra to tour the Middle East, Africa and Latin America.  Dizzy collaborated with Latin 

American musicians, like percussionist Chano Pozo from Cuba, and developed yet a new style of jazz: Afro-Cuban, 

nicknamed Cu-bop. 

After a successful career as a composer, bandleader and performer, touring over 27 countries, recording over 30 albums 

and winning a slew of prestigious awards, Dizzy died of pancreatic cancer in January 1993 at the age of 75.  He was 

survived by his wife Lorraine, a marriage that lasted 53 years.

:KHQ�\RX�ZDWFK�ROG�IRRWDJH�RI�'L]]\�*LOOHVSLH�SOD\LQJ�WKH�WUXPSHW��WKH�ÀUVW�WKLQJ�\RX·OO�
QRWLFH�LV�WKDW�KLV�FKHHNV�H[SDQG�RXW�OLNH�WKRVH�RI��D�EXOO�IURJ���+H�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�SOD\HU�WR�
exhibit this quality and a medical condition named “Gillespie’s Pouches” was used to describe 
the physical anolmaly.  
Dizzy’s unusual style consisted of a French beret, horn-rimmed glasses and his trumpet whose 
bell was angled upward 45 degrees.  Some say he decided to use such a model after someone 
sat on his trumpet, warping it into something that made a unique sound that Dizzy loved.

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________
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Name:  Charles “Yardbird” Parker

Born: Aug 29, 1920, Kansas City, Kansas, USA

Died: March 12, 1955, New York City, NY, USA

Style: Jazz, Bebop

Instruments: Alto & Tenor Saxophone

 

The origin of Charlie Parker’s nickname , 
“Yardbird”, may be because he lived ‘free as 
a bird’. Or maybe because while on tour with 
Jay McShann, they accidentally hit a chicken 
(yardbird) with their car and Parker insisted 
on stopping to pick it up - so he could have his 
landlady cook it for him!

In the song Can’t Stop by The Red Hot Chili 
Peppers, the lyrics refer to Parker with the 
line “...birds that blow the meaning into 
bebop.”

In 1995, the US Postal Service released a 
commemorative stamp in Parker’s memory. 

 11 CHARLIE PARKER

:LWKRXW�WUDLQLQJ��LW�LV�VDLG�WKDW�KH�ZDV�D�WHUULEOH�PXVLFLDQ��2QH�VWRU\�WHOOV�RI�KLJK�SURÀOH�GUXPPHU�DW�WKH�WLPH��-R�-RQHV�

throwing a cymbal at him to keep him away from a jam session. After this, Parker headed to “The woodshed,” which is 

what musicians called working continually on music, only coming out when it is good enough. He was said to have spent 

WKUHH�WR�IRXU�\HDUV�SUDFWLFLQJ�XS�WR�ÀIWHHQ�KRXUV�D�GD\��

He began playing the saxophone at age 11, at 14 joined his school band and at 15 he left school to pursue a career in 

music.

Parker was a key player in the development of modern jazz, particularly the ________ style, a form of Jazz designed 

for serious listening, not dancing or background music. It consisted of _______tempo, _________ melodies, lots of 

_____________ and complex _______________ .

Artists of this era started moving away from aranging popular standards and started to write their own compositions. 

Parker used compositional techniques such as interpolation of melodies over existing jazz standards, using riffs, licks 

and using triplet rhythms and passing notes in different ways. 

In 1938, Parker joined Jay McShann’s band and toured nightclubs in the Southwest, Chicago and New York. With 

0F6KDQQ·V�EDQG��KH�PDGH�KLV�ÀUVW�SURIHVVLRQDO�UHFRUGLQJ��+RZHYHU��PXFK�RI�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�KLV�PXVLFDO�SURZHVV�ZDV�

lost due to the 1942-43 strike by the American Federation of Musicians, during which no recordings were made. 

In 1942, Parker left McShann’s band and played with Earl Hines.  Here he met his famous duo partner, trumpet player, 

_______ __________. By 1945, Parker had his own band, which they took to Hollywood.

Despite his musical success, his personal life was in shambles. He was married four times, and his abuse of drugs 

including heroin was well known. Often times he would miss gigs or would show up to performances without an 

instrument. In 1946, he had a nervous breakdown, said to be caused by his avid drug use, and ended up in a mental 

institution. 

March 5, 1955, Parker played his last public engagement at ____________, a New York nightclub that had been named in 

his honor. He died a week later at the age of 35.

Today, his compositions can easily be found in the Charlie Parker Omnibook and are transcribed, studied and analysed by 

jazz students over the world. His pieces are part of any players jazz vocabulary.

Known as Charles “Yardbird” Parker, he is considered as one of the all time 
greatest ____________ players who gained wide recognition for his brilliant 
solos and innovative improvisations. However, this wasn’t always the case 
, infact, it is known that in his childhood, he didn’t show any real signs of 
musical talent at all!

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________
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Name:  Miles Davis

Born: 1926 in Alton, Illinois, USA

Died: 1991 in Santa Monica, California, USA

Style: Cool Jazz, Bebop, Jazz Fusion

Instruments: Trumpet, sometimes with a 
stemless Harmon mute

 

At the Birdland jazz club in 1959, Miles stepped 
outside to take a break between sets. He was 
arrested for loitering outside the club!

Miles Davis has opened for rock acts such as 
The Grateful Dead and Neil Young.

Miles Davis left the Julliard School of Music 
because he felt the education was too ‘white’ 
for him.

 12 MILES DAVIS

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

Miles Davis is a __________ player and instead of a big band, he is best known as a _____ ___________ jazz musician.

8QOLNH�PDQ\�MD]]�SHUIRUPHUV�RI�WKLV�HUD��0LOHV�'DYLV�ZDV�ERUQ�WR�TXLWH�DQ�DIÁXHQW�IDPLO\��+LV�IDWKHU�ZDV�D�GHQWLVW�DQG�
he gave Miles a trumpet and lessons with an established local trumpet teacher at the age of thirteen. Davis often joked 
that his father chose the trumpet as an irk to his mother, as she didn’t like the sound, but the teacher was a friend of 
Davis’s father and he persuaded them to get the instrument. Davis’s mother was also an established blues pianist, but 
she hid this fact from her son when he started to play. His trumpet teacher taught him to play without vibrato, even 
though vibrato was fashionable with trumpet players at the time. Playing without vibrato was to become the Miles Davis 
trademark tone and playing style he used throughout his career.

%\�WKH�DJH�RI�����'DYLV�ZDV�SOD\LQJ�WUXPSHW�SURIHVVLRQDOO\�ZKHQ�QRW�LQ�VFKRRO��$W�����KH�PHW�DQG�ÀOOHG�LQ�DV�D�WKLUG�
trumpet player in a band with prominent jazz saxophonist _________ _________ and trumpet player ______ ___________. 

Later that year, Miles’ parents saw his potential as a jazz musician, but still wanted him to have a formal education, 
and so he moved to New York City to study music. Upon his arrival he contacted Charlie Parker started playing with the 
Charlie Parker Quintet and other Be-bop style jazz ensembles. 

He left the Charlie Parker band in 1948 and started to develop his more lay back, melody based style. With the help of 
arranger and friend Gill Evans, he developed a new look band and style that was very different from the fast paced bebop 
style at the time.

Like many jazz artists of this time, in the 1950’s Davis’s life was plagued with drug addiction. His career got back 
on course again when he was invited to play at a jazz festival. His solo in Round Midnight caught the attention of a 
Columbia Records talent scout who was at the festival.  Miles was offered a recording contract, exactly what he needed 
to get his career on track.  He formed the Miles Davis Quintet for the contract.  This quintet quickly became one of the 
best of its time.  

Throughout his life, Miles Davis received eight Grammy awards and a Grammy Lifetime Achievement award and 
he’s included in the Hollywood Walk of Fame . He has an honorary doctorate from New England Conservatory for his 
contributions to music and he was Knighted into the French Legion of Honor.

Have you ever used the word “cool”? Today, it’s a term that we use in everyday conversation, but did 

\RX�NQRZ�WKDW�LW�ZDV�ÀUVW�SRSXODUL]HG�EDFN�LQ�WKH�HUD�RI�MD]]�PXVLF�E\�0LOHV�'DYLV"��,I�\RX·YH�HYHU�VHHQ�

interview footage of Miles Davis,you’ll see how important being cool was to him. It was his trademark. 

His cool attitude meant that his etiquette was often different than other performers of this era too: 

sometimes he would play with his back to the audience and he wasn’t known to bow or smile. When his 

FDUHHU�ÀUVW�VWDUWHG��KH�EHFDPH�IDPRXV�IRU�SOD\LQJ�D�FRRO��O\ULFDO��VORZHU�EDOODG�VW\OH�RI�MD]]�ZKLFK�ZDV�

named “________ jazz”, which is much more _______ ______ than Bebop.
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Name:  Herbie Hancock

Born: April 12, 1940, Chicago, Illinois

Style: Jazz Fusion, Be-Bop, Funk

Instruments: Piano, Keyboards

 

Teenage Herbie Hancock loved science and 
he loved music. While practicing piano 
and performing jazz fusion, sixteen-year-
old Herbie studied music and electrical 
engineering in college. His education at 
Grinnell College gave him the technological 
know-how to make him the master of 
electronic music, which contributed to him 
winning a dozen Grammy awards.  

 13 HERBIE HANCOCK

Herbie Hancock is a famous ________ and ___________ player. He is best known as a pioneer in the Jazz _________ 

style. This style mixes Jazz with other styles of music such as ______, _______, _________ and _______ music. He was 

WKH�ÀUVW�MD]]�SHUIRUPHU�WR�SRSXODUL]H�HOHFWURQLF�LQVWUXPHQWV�VXFK�DV�WKH�V\QWKHVL]HU�WKURXJK�KLV�SOD\LQJ�DQG�WKURXJKRXW�

his career, he has won 12 Grammy awards along with a whole list of prizes and awards fro his innovations in jazz and 

his music. 

As a child, Hancock always enjoyed listening to the rhythm and blues music playing around his city at the time, but 

he never considered playing it until he heard a classmate perform an improvisation at a talent show. He was instantly 

fascinated with it and he decided to learn everything he could about this music. By the time he started high school, he 

would spend hours listening to recordings of jazz greats and transcribed them,  helping him to develop his “ear” and 

solid familiarity of jazz. In his early twenties, Hancock convinced blind jazz pianist Chris Anderson to teach him and 

Hancock still attributes his knowledge of harmony to him. He also undertook university courses and attended the school 

of music in Manhattan until he started to build a reputation playing around town.  

$W�WKH�DJH�RI�MXVW�WZHQW\�WZR��+DQFRFN�UHFRUGHG�KLV�ÀUVW�DOEXP�ZKLFK�LQFOXGHG�KLV�ÀUVW�KLW�VRQJ��:DWHUPHORQ�0DQ�DQG�

it was this song which caught the attention of other famous jazz musician, ______ _______ who was looking to form 

a band at the time. Hancock soon joined his Quintet and started recording his own styles with the help of other jazz 

musicians through a record label simultaneously.  Through all of these ventures, Herbie hancock soon become renown  

the creator of some of the most popular and innovative jazz of the 60‘s and thereafter. 

Even today at the age of 70, Herbie Hancock continues to make innovative albums, the most recent being the Imagine 

Project which brings music and artists together from different countries of the over the world together in Herbie 

Hancocks Jazz fusion style and was released in June, 2010.

Most people know about the classical composer Mozart being a musical child prodigy, but did 
you know that Herbie Hancock was also considered a child prodigy in his early life? 

When Herbie was a baby, his parents discovered that he would stop crying when music was 
played and as a toddler, he would respond enthusiastically when a piano was near. His parents, 
especially his mother who had a real love for music bought a piano and  instead of playing 
sports and running about with his schoolmates, this seven-year-old preferred to stay home 
learning piano and nurturing a fascination with science and electronics. He skipped two grades, 
was considered a high achiever and at a young age listened to opera and played classical piano. 
At the age of eleven, he won a scholastic contest, the prize was to play a concert performance 
of a Mozart Concerto and played it with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra.

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________
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Name:  Riley “B.B.” King

Born: September 16, 1925, Itta Bena, MS, USA

Style: Blues, Blues Rock, Soul Blues, Rhythm 
and Blues

Instruments: Guitar, Vocals

 

Since 1949, BB King has named each of his 
guitars Lucille... 
One night, he was playing at a dance hall when 
WZR�PHQ�VWDUWHG�ÀVW�ÀJKWLQJ��NQRFNHG�RYHU�D�
NHURVHQH�ODPS��DQG�VWDUWHG�D�ÀUH� 
After evacuating, BB realized he’d left his guitar 
inside and he ran back in to rescue it, almost 
losing his life. 
He found out that the two men had been 
ÀJKWLQJ�RYHU�D�JLUO�QDPHG�/XFLOOH��.LQJ�GHFLGHG�
to name his guitar Lucille to remind himself 
never to act foolish like the men that 
ZHUH�ÀJKWLQJ�

 14 BB KING

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

Riley B. King was born in 1925.  His parents split up when he was only four years old so he went to live with his 

grandmother.  She took him to church every Sunday where he joined the gospel choir.  The preacher, Reverend Fair, 

introduced Riley to the guitar and taught him some basic chords.  His Aunt Mima got him listening to old blues records.  

Riley started to relate more to this genre of music after losing both his mother and grandmother as a child.

At the age of 17, Riley became a tractor driver and sang and played blues guitar on street corners for extra cash.  One 

GD\�KH�EURNH�KLV�ERVV·�WUDFWRU�DQG�ZDV�VFDUHG�WR�IDFH�KLP��VR�KH�WRRN�RII�ZLWK�RQO\�������LQ�KLV�SRFNHW���5LOH\�ÁHG�WR�

Memphis and searched Beale Street for his cousin Bukka White, a famous blues singer at the time. 

They spent 10 months jamming in White’s apartment.  White played slide guitar where he slid necks of glass bottles up 

the instrument’s fret board.  King couldn’t duplicate this technique and wasn’t into playing chords, so he developed 

KLV�RZQ�VW\OH�RI�YLEUDWLQJ�DQG�EHQGLQJ�VWULQJV�WR�PDNH�KLV�JXLWDU�VLQJ���+H�ZDV�LQVSLUHG�E\�7�%RQH�:DONHU��WKH�ÀUVW�EOXHV�

PXVLFLDQ�WR�SOD\�WKH�HOHFWULF�JXLWDU���%%�.LQJ·V�JXLWDU�VRORV�ODWHU�LQÁXHQFHG�PXVLFLDQV�OLNH�-LPPL�+HQGUL[��(ULF�&ODSWRQ�

and Stevie Ray Vaughn.

At the age of 23, Riley became B.B. King (short for “Beale Street Blues Boy”), when he hosted his own radio show, the 

Sepia Swing Club.  He played songs by African American musicians and sang and played guitar on the air.  From then 

he started recording singles and formed a band which toured the Chitlin Circuit.  This circuit of juke joints and clubs 

in southern-eastern United States were considered the only possible touring sites for Blacks from the 1940s until the 

1960s.  BB’s band averaged 275 one-night shows a year. In 1956 alone, they played 342 concerts.

Extensive touring cost BB both his marriages, which inspired him to write two famous blues tunes: Woke Up This 

Morning and The Thrill is Gone, his most popular hit. 

:KHQ�D�:KLWH�EOXHV�JXLWDULVW��0LNH�%ORRPÀHOG��URVH�WR�VWDUGRP�LQ�������KH�FUHGLWHG�KLV�LQVWUXPHQWDO�WDOHQW�WR�%%�.LQJ��

)URP�WKHQ�RQ��%%�ZDV�QRW�UHVWULFWHG�WR�SOD\LQJ�VPDOO�ORFDWLRQV�DORQJ�WKH�&KLWOLQ�&LUFXLW���+H�EHJDQ�WR�WRXU�KLJK�SURÀOH�

venues across the country and eventually the world. 

Blues incorporates other ‘sub-genres’ such as  Blues ______, ________ Blues, Rhythm and _______. 

%�%��.LQJ�LV�FUHGLWHG�ZLWK�LQÁXHQFLQJ�PDQ\�5RFN�*XLWDULVWV��LQFOXGLQJ�BBBBBB�BBBBBBBBB��BBBBB�BBBBBBBBB�DQG�

_________ ____ __________.

B.B. Kings guitar is named __ __ __ __ ___ ___ ____.

BB King is rated number three on Rolling Stone Magazine’s list of 100 greatest 
___________ of all time, and is nickamed “____ ______ ___ _____”. He still 
tours today!
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S Q R R V P Q T P K B X Z T K R R D L N

V B T R A J J D V I U P J Q J I X B M C

N O C E T S I V D Z P L S V Y S T O L H

Word Search

Find the words listed below in the puzzle.

Words can go from left to right, right to left, top to bottom, bottom to top, diagonal and backwards diagonal!

BANJO

CONTRACT

MAPLE LEAF RAG

MARCH

MISSOURI

NEW YORK

OPERA

PIANO

PUBLISH

PULITZER

ROYALTIES

SCOTT JOPLIN

TEXAS

THE ENTERTAINER

WALT
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 1 Scott Joplin fun sheet

1 Answer King of Ragtime

 Question  _____________________________________________________________________________

2 Answer The Entertainer and Maple Leaf Rag

 Question _____________________________________________________________________________

3 Answer It is ragged or syncopated 

 Question _____________________________________________________________________________ 

4 Answer At his mother’s workplace

 Question _____________________________________________________________________________ 

5 Answer Mr. Julius Weiss

 Question _____________________________________________________________________________ 

6  Answer Free piano lessons

 Question _____________________________________________________________________________ 

7  Answer 49 years old

 Question _____________________________________________________________________________ 

8  Answer 1899

 Question _____________________________________________________________________________ 

9 Answer March

 Question _____________________________________________________________________________

10  Answer 1 percent

 Question _____________________________________________________________________________ 

11 Answer ‘The Sting’

 Question _____________________________________________________________________________

12 Answer fourty-four

 Question _____________________________________________________________________________

� %HORZ�DUH�WKH�DQVZHUV�WR�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�6FRWW�-RSOLQ��<RX�QHHG�WR�¾JXUH�RXW�ZKDW�WKH�
question is.
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fun sheet 2 Duke Ellington

Crossword
refer to your factsheet to help answer this crossword puzzle about Duke Ellington

Word Fall
Place the letters in the correct order to answer the question.  The letters are shown under the correct column.  

<RX�QHHG�WR�ÀJXUH�RXW�LQ�ZKLFK�ER[�ZLWKLQ�WKDW�FROXPQ�WKH\�EHORQJ��6RPH�OHWWHUV�KDYH�EHHQ�SODFH�LQ�WKH�FRUUHFW�

ER[HV�IRU�\RX���7KHVH�DUH�FURVVHG�RXW�LQ�WKH�FROXPQ�EHORZ���%H�VXUH�WR�XVH�D�SHQFLO�ZLWK�D�JRRG�HUDVHU�

Why did Duke start playing piano again?

H N

H G L

DT T

I

H

.

D R

H

O

D

N

 A H A N G P T L S O W S T H L L S S S S

 T E D W A E T E D  T A T I M H I E  

 M E E  G N I A A  D I K I  P R     

 H N     R  N   O  E 

ACROSS

2     Duke Ellington was born here

3     A Harlem Jazz Club where the Duke played

��� ��� $�IDPRXV�FODVVLFDO�PXVLF�YHQXH�ZKHUH�'XNH��
  Ellington appeared

10     The role Duke Ellington played in his band

11     The Duke dressed like __________

    

DOWN

1     Instrument with 88 keys

4     Duke Ellington was one of the few   

  musicians to appear in this

5     Someone who writes music

6     Duke Ellington earned money doing this in  

  his early years

7     A song that Duke Ellington made famous

8     This person wrote a song about Duke   

  Ellington in 1976

9     Duke Ellington was featured on a US _____
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fun sheet 3 Louis Armstrong

Heebie Jeebies

/LVWHQ�WR�/RXLV�$UPVWURQJ·V�VRQJ�´+HHELH�-HHELHVµ��LQ�ZKLFK�KH�ÀUVW�UHFRUGHG�VFDW�VLQJLQJ��,GHQWLI\�WKH�

LQVWUXPHQWV�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�VRQJ�DQG�ÀOO�LQ�WKH�EODQNV�E\�DGGLQJ�WKH�PLVVLQJ�ZRUGV�WKDW�\RX�KHDU�

,QVWUXPHQWDO���:KDW�ÀYH�LQVWUXPHQWV�GR�\RX�KHDU"� BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB���BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB���

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB���BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�DQG�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�

6D\��,·YH�JRW�WKH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�����

,�PHDQ�WKH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�����

7DONLQJ�DERXW

7KH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB������WKH�KHHELH�MHHELHV�

'R��EHFDXVH�WKH\·UH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�����

%HFDXVH�LW�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�����PH�WR�EH�MR\�

6D\�GRQ·W�\RX�NQRZ�LW"

<RX�GRQ·W�NQRZ�KRZ��GRQ·W�EH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�����

6RPHRQH�ZLOO�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�����\RX�

Come on, and do that dance,

7KH\�FDOO�WKH�KHHELH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�����GDQFH��

<HV��BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�����

3DSD·V�JRW�WKH�KHHELH�MHHELHV�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB������

[Scatting... Just for fun, how many sounds can  you identify?]

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

Say, BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB������RQ��QRZ��DQG�GR�WKDW�GDQFH�

7KH\�FDOO�WKH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB������MHHELHV�GDQFH�

6ZHHW�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB������

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�����·V�JRW�WR�GR�WKH�KHHELH�MHHELHV�GDQFH�

Listen to “Heebie Jeebies” at:                                                                    

KWWS���ZZZ�UHGKRWMD]]�FRP�KRW��KWPO���������������������������������������������������������

KWWS���ZZZ�DUFKLYH�RUJ�GHWDLOV�����V�ORXLV$UPVWURQJ������

KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y NVP*W�8�[7(
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fun sheet

1 BB����2�BB�BB�6

� &�BB����5�BB�(�BB���� � � � O L N U T I

2 BB����(�BB����BB�5�BB�BB�$�1�BB

� BB����&�BB�7�� � �� � � � N A S S O W E L

3 BB����$�=�BB�

� 6�BB����7�BB�+�BB�2��� � � � A J Z M C

�� BB����5�BB�BB�3�BB�7�

� BB����5�(�2�BB�(���� � � � L U E M C T

�� BB����(��/��BB�BB

� BB�BB�BB�/��BB���� � � � O L Y D L H O 

 Word Patch

 3 Louis Armstrong

)RU�HDFK�SDLU�RI�ZRUGV��XVH�OHWWHUV�IURP�WKH�ULJKW�WR�ÀOO�LQ�WKH�EODQNV��$OO�ZRUGV�DUH�UHODWHG�WR�/RXLV�

$UPVWURQJ�DQG�IRXQG�RQ�WKH�IDFW�SDJH�
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fun sheet 4 Benny Goodman

Nicknames Cryptogram

Decode the message below. Each letter has a corresponding number. Use the clues given and the Benny Goodman 

fact sheet to decode the message.

 A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

  14              13   4       

 ___  ___  ___  ___  ___     ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___     ___  ___  ___     ___  ___  ___  ___  ___    ___  ___  

___  ___  ___     ___  ___  ___  ___      ___  ___     ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ,     ___  ___  ___ 

___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ,    ___  ___  ___     ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___   

___  ___     ___  ___  ___     ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ ,     ___  ___  ___     ___  ___  ___  ___ 

___  ___     ___  ___  ___  ___  ,    ___  ___  ___     ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ‘  ___ 

___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___     ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  .

14

4

4 4

4 4 54

20

13 13

11

17

1

22 25

26

20

20

20 20

23

26

26

26

18

17

21

21

17

17 3

3

20 8

8

17

17

17

8

17

25

22 8

12

2

1

25

25

25

9

25

10

26

218
S S

S S

S S

SSS

B

P P

2

3

3

7

7

7

7

20

8

3

3

5

4 8

182

8 2

2

7217

6

6

6

22

22

7 22

22

317

20

10

2

8

4

7

82182

7 11

220

17

6

4242

2

2

Fun Fact Maze

Follow the trail of true statements to the end. Check with your teacher for the correct trail. 

You may move left/right or up/down, no diagonals.

At age 16, Benny played in a band 

with Bix Biederbecke. 

African American musicians played 
in Benny’s band when they played 
at Carnegie Hall. 

Benny’s father encouraged him to learn 
to play an instrument in hopes that he 
could play on the street and earn extra 
PRQH\�IRU�WKH�IDPLO\�ÀQDQFHV��

In 1957, Benny Goodman was 
elected to the All-Time Jazz
Hall of Fame.

Benny rarely practiced his music. . 

One of Benny’s most popular songs 
was “Sing, Sing, Sing.”

Benny became a millionaire

before age 30.  

Many Jazz bands had played at 
Carnegie Hall before Benny’s band 
was scheduled.

“The Ray” was reserved for 
musicians who didn’t meet Benny’s 
standards.

Benny was 87 when he died. 

Start
Benny was considered a harsh and 

demanding band leader at times. 

Benny’s new audience came from 
adults looking for a new sound. 

%HQQ\�KDG�KLV�ÀUVW�SURIHVVLRQDO�
debut on a new broadcast called, 
“Let’s Dance.”

Benny took clarinet lessons at a 

local synagogue.  

Benny is the King of Swing

End

S
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fun sheet 5 Count Basie

Word Challenge
See how many words you can create using letters from the phrase

Jazz i t  up with Count  Wi l l iam Bas ie’s  B ig  Band Orchestra
Each word gets one point.

Two points are awarded for music oriented words, such as musical instruments, treble clef, etc.

Three points are awarded for musical words directly related to Count Basie, his music style, instruments etc.

1 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 
2 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
3 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
4 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
5 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
6 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
7 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
8 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
9 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
10 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
11 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
12 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
13 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
14 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
15 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
16 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
17 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
18 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
19 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
20 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
21 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
22 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
23 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
24 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
25 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
26 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
27 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
28 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
29 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
30 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

31 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 
32 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
33 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
34 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
35 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
36 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
37 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
38 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
39 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
40 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
41 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
42 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
43 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
44 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
45 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
46 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
47 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
48 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
49 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
50 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
51 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
52 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
53 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
54 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
55 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
56 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
57 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
58 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
59 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
60 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

Total points __  __ __
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fun sheet 5 Count Basie

Scramble Puzzles
Unscramble the puzzles using facts from Count Basie’s life. Each word has a clue given.

1 William   

        Answer: _____  __     _____  __    _____  __     

2 One of the early bands that Count Basie played with: 

        Answer: _____  __     _____  __    _____  __    

3 This musician discouraged William from continuing on drums:  

        Answer: _____  __     _____  __    _____    

4  The style of Count Basie’s music:  

        Answer: _____  __     _____  __    _____  __    

5 Count Basie “walked through” to success.  

        Answer: _____  __     _____  __    _____  __  

C I U T

A   O 

S E B N 

S G Y 

R O  N  

E E N R

F O D O 

O   S  

A R M U

B N G 

A

B D I

K C S H E

E A R  R  

 N T I K 

D  A I P

D I  N E
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fun sheet 6 Glenn Miller

Swing Time Rhyme
Fill in the missing words using what you have learned about Glenn Miller and the Swing Era, by rhyming the end 

RI�WKH�ÀUVW�OLQH�ZLWK�WKH�PLVVLQJ�ZRUG�

Talking about the Swing Time being killer

%HQQ\�*RRGPDQ��WKH�'XNH��DQG�0U��BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�(1 word)

Jazz, Blues, and Swing

%XW�0LOOHU��KH�ZDV�WKH�BBBBBBB���BBBBBBBBB�(2 words)�NLQJ�

3OD\LQJ�KLV�EUDVV�QRWHV�RQ�KLV�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�(1 word)

(YHQ�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�IDU�IURP�KLV�$PHULFDQ�KRPH�

+H�MRLQHG�XS�ZLWK�WKH�BBBBBBBBBB�(1 word) boys

7UDYHOHG�RYHU�WKH�$WODQWLF�WR�PDNH�VRPH�QRLVH�

*OHQQ�GLHG�D�KHUR�ZKHQ�GRZQ�ZHQW�KLV�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�(1 word)

%XW�VRPHZKHUH�KH·V�VWLOO�WDNLQJ�WKH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�BBBBB�BBBBB�(a song title)�WUDLQ�

o a b s o m m o n a r t f o

p l a n e d r r a d i o e a

e r e l n r i i n n o y r h

a a f t b t e a e t m t g o

b m t r s h b n b r s e o o

t a r a w g a a a e o m m z

b d u e i i l t h d o i b a

a i d b n l a c e a e l e m

t w o w g n r l r e a i a a

g u j n w o r b e l t t i l

t r o m b o n e m d o a o a

a s d o o m e h t n i r e k

s i n j i r n l e a l y r b

r s b p t o t u g b l a r n

Glenn Miller Word Search

trombone
football
orchestra
bigband
kalamazoo
little brown jug
military
army
plane
in the mood
swing
bandleader
moonlight
serenade
radio
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fun sheet 7 Ella Fitzgerald

Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS
3     Ella Fitzgerald sang songs by George and Ira ________
4     A type of singing where the voice imitates instruments
6     Bandleader who gave Ella a chance
7     One of Ella Fitzgeralds big hits was based on one of these
10     A fast style of jazz music
11     Chick webb was a bandleader and ___________
���� ��� 7KH�WKHDWUH�ZKHUH�(OOD�)LW]JHUDOG�VDQJ�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH
13     A nickname given to Ella Fitzgerald  “The _____________________________”

   
DOWN
1     A person who isn’t a professional
2     Ella Fitzgerald performed and recorded albums with Louis ____________
5     Ella Fitzgerald sold 40 million of these
6     Prestigious new york performance venue
8     A name for someone who sings
9     Ella Fitzgerald sang this song in a talent competition
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fun sheet 8 Billie Holiday

Vocabulary Maze
Navigate your way through the maze by spelling out the words that are the answers to each of the clues.

7KH�DQVZHU�WR�WKH�ÀUVW�FOXH�VWDUWV�ZLWK�WKH�FLUFOHG�OHWWHU�´(µ��7KH�ODVW�DQVZHU�HQGV�ZLWK�WKH�FLUFOHG�OHWWHU�´*µ�

Move from letter to letter in each word as you trace a path. A letter may be above, below, to the left, to the 

right or diagonal to the previous letter.

1 Billie Holiday’s birth name (8)

2 Holiday’s main musical genre (4)

3 Borough of New York City, where Holiday  

 began singing in clubs (6)

�� ´*RG�%OHVV�WKH�BBBµ��D�VRQJ�WKDW�%LOOLH���

 co-wrote and performed) (5)

5 Billie Holiday’s famous nickname (4,3)

6 Flowers that Holiday wore in her hair (9)

7 Term that means inventing new   

 variations of a song on the spur of the   

 moment (with no preparation) (13)

8 The last name of the famous trumpeter  

 that Holiday collaborated with (9)

T A S O R L N Q J A R B

,� 2� ,� 9� 3� (� =� =� $� /� 2� 4

$� 1� (� ,� 0� +� '� 7� 9� -� 1� $

5� %� 6� 7� $� '� &� (� 6� 5� (� =

0� 0� $� ,� )� 5� /� ,� =� 3� /� 0

1� 6� 5� 1� *� =� (� 0� &� :� 7� (

+� 7� 9� ;� (� %� 1� -� 2� +� ;� 1

5� *� )� '� -� +� 6� +� %� )� ,� $

&� 2� (� 5� $� *� <� (� /� '� /� &

1� 8� .� 2� /� &� $� '� $� %� .� +

*� =� %� 3� =� 1� 5� '� <� *� 6� <

Letter Cross-out
Cross-out all of the extra letters to reveal the answer to each clue.

)RU�H[DPSOH��LI�WKH�FOXH�LV�%LOOLH�+ROLGD\·V�QLFNQDPH�DQG�\RX�DUH�JLYHQ�;5/6$8*'<*)',2$5(<��FURVV�

RXW�DOO�RI�WKH�H[WUD�OHWWHUV�WR�JHW�/DG\�'D\���;5/6$8*'<*)',2$5(<� �/$'<�'$<

1 An emotional song that describes a broken heart or a lost love.

� 5:7< (25' 6&8+4$ 6 , 2+1;* � ��BBBBBBBBBBBBBB����BBBBBBBBBBBBBB

2 A controversial song Billie Holiday sang that dealt with racism.

� 6 ( 57 <:15$1&.*75 (8 ) - 5 , , 823 , 7 � ��BBBBBBBBBBBBBB����BBBBBBBBBBBBBB�

�� %LOOLH�+ROLGD\�PDGH�KHU�ÀUVW�UHFRUGLQJ�ZLWK�KLV�EDQG�

� 1:%57( , 112<83*1;2$ 62' ,0 =$ /1 � ��BBBBBBBBBBBBBB����BBBBBBBBBBBBBB

�� 5DWKHU�WKDQ�EHLQJ�PXVLFDOO\�WUDLQHG��%LOOLH�+ROLGD\�KDG�D�BBBB�BBBB�IRU�PXVLF�

� 1+'$ , ( 7 / &853 6 $&9 / .' ( , *$5 � ��BBBBBBBBBBBBBB����BBBBBBBBBBBBBB

5 She was a famous jazz singer born in 1917 who collaborated with Billie Holiday.

� - ) (23 / $ = / $9% )2: , 7 =9* / ('25=$9 / ;' � ��BBBBBBBBBBBBBB����BBBBBBBBBBBBBB

6 A form of jazz that Billie Holiday sung when she performed with big bands such as Benny   

� *RRGPDQ·V�DQG�&RXQW�%DVLH·V�EDQGV��LW�LV�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�IDVW�WHPSRV��D�VWURQJ�UK\WKP�DQG��

 accompanied by percussion, woodwind and brass instruments.

� ' )+ 6 , 8:.& , 3 %1 /* � ��BBBBBBBBBBBBBB
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fun sheet

 S        U    N ‘   
   N   A      O  
  A     S   N  
    R    R 
     V   . 

 9 Sarah Vaughan

1   Word Scramble

1 ___  ___  ___  ___  ___     H R A A S

2 ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___     ___  ___  ___  ___  ___    ___  ___  ___  ___    

  L L O O PA  H T G N I  B L U C

3 ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ ___ ___    G H VA A N U

4 ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  D N A L G I S I S

5 ___  ___  ___  ___     ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

 A E L L  G A D Z T R I L E F

6  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___     ___  ___  ___  ___   E R V T I A Y    W O S H

7 ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  N I T C S G TA

8 ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___    O O L L O Y H W D

8 ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___    H U E O W S T I H E

 Make the answer to the following question with the circled letters from above:

 What was one thing Sarah Vaughan struggled with throughout her

 life as a performer?

 ___  ___  ___  ___  ___     ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  

8QVFUDPEOH�WKH�OHWWHUV�WR�PDNH�6DUDK�9DXJKDQ�UHODWHG�ZRUGV��<RX·OO�ÀQG�LGHDV�RQ�\RXU�)DFW�6KHHW�

2     Word Fall
 Use the letters from below the grid to make words within the grid - to complete a fact about Sarah Vaughan.
 The letters are shown under the correct column, and can be used once each.
 To start you off, some letters have been placed in the correct boxes for you (they have been crossed out).

 R O N A E E S T O N V E C A L     
 C A N R R A S R U E H O N  S
 O C T G H T H P E G E A D 
 O V E T V  V A A 
 S A R A   L 
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fun sheet 10 Dizzy Gillespie

Word Search
)LJXUH�RXW�ZKLFK�ZRUGV�WR�ÀQG�E\�ÀUVW�GHFLSKHULQJ�WKH�FOXHV��7KH�QXPEHUV�LQ�EUDFNHWV�GHQRWH�KRZ�PDQ\�

OHWWHUV�DUH�LQ�HDFK�ZRUG��:RUGV�PD\�EH�KRUL]RQWDO��YHUWLFDO�RU�GLDJRQDO�

=� 6� 4�� &� +� (� (� .� 6� :� 5� *� %� '� &� 1� .� *� %� ,

*� 5� <� $� &� ,� 0� $� +� 6� +� ,� 9� 0� 2� 9� 4� =� ,� &

*� /� ;� )� 2� =� 2� %� &� /� -� 2� +� 1� +� 8� 7� (� ;� 0

8� :� 5� 4� &� .� /� 5� '� %� (� 2� $� :� (� ;� 1� <� $� ;

&� 5� 9� -� -� '� 2� :� <� /� 1� ,� 1� *� '� -� +� 3� *� ;

.� :� :� )� 6� ;� -� 5� /� 7� 3� *� /� ;� 9� /� 2� 2� 1� :

*� &� 5� .� %� 1� *� 3� 5� +� 5� &� 5� +� /� 2� +� -� (� %

*� :� /� 9� (� 6� 9� 2� 5� ,� *� +� 4� <� 0� 1� %� ,� 8� (

6� 2� %� <� 5� 6� 4� *� $� 9� *� (� =� *� 4� =� +� )� <� -�

:� $� +� /� (� <� %� <� :� ;� 1� 5� <� 7� &� '� 1� *� %� $

-� )� :� )� 7� 5� 6� (� 4� 2� 6� $� 0� %� 3� '� 3� '� <� %

&� +� $� 5� /� ,� (� <� %� '� :� :� ;� &� '� 0� 6� :� ;� =

8� $� 0� %� $� 6� 6� $� '� 2� 5� 8� +� .� $� 5� )� $� $� &

/� +� '� 7� 9� (� ,� 5� /� ;� 3� ,� $� $� 5� =� (� ;� 6� 4

+� 3� *� 9� 3� (� 8� /� )� (� )� 2� 5� ,� )� 4� (� <� 3� ;

.� 7� &� .� <� )� $� %� (� /� /� &� /� 9� 3� 3� 5� ;� 0� :

.� %� *� 2� 1� &� .� <� 1� ;� )� '� (� $� =� 1� =� ;� 1� 1

$� 4� 5� ,� 4� ;� (� *� 2� $� :� *� 0� 2� 4� 8� 1� 0� 4� (

&� $� &� '� )� 5� +� 3� -� 0� *� 5� 7� &� <� +� *� ;� 9� 8

9� 8� '� 3� $� )� 5� 2� &� 8� %� $� 1� %� )� 5� 2� 4� 7� %

�� 'L]]\�*LOOHVSLH·V�DFWXDO�ELUWK�QDPH����

�� 'L]]\�*LOOHVSLH�GHYHORSHG�WKLV�PXOWLFXOWXUDO�IRUP�

� RI�MD]]����ZRUGV���	��OHWWHUV�

�� )RUP�RI�MD]]�ZLWK�IDVW�PHORGLHV�DQG�FRPSOH[�� �

� KDUPRQ\����

�� 'L]]\�*LOOHVSLH�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�BBBBBBBBBB�3DUNHU����

�� 7KH�ÀUVW�LQVWUXPHQW�'L]]\�SOD\HG����

�� 7KH�SRUWLRQ�RI�'L]]\·V�WUXPSHW�WKDW�ZDV�EHQW����

�� 2QH�RI�'L]]\·V�QLFNQDPHV�

� 7KH�BBBBBBBBBB�RI�MD]]�����

�� 'L]]\·V�ZDV�ERUQ�KHUH����

�� /DVW�QDPH�RI�'L]]\·V�IRUPHU�EDQGOHDGHU����

��� )UHQFK�KDW����

��� 'L]]\·V�BBBBBB�H[SDQGHG�OLNH�EDOORRQV����

��� 7KH�QLJKWFOXEV�ZKHUH�'L]]\�DQG�&KDUOLH�MDPPHG��

� ZHUH�LQ�WKLV�SDUW�RI�1HZ�<RUN�����

 Famous Songs
� 0DWFK�XS�WKH�ZRUGV�LQ�ER[HV�DQG�WKH�EODQN�VSDFHV�WR�IRUP�WKH�QDPHV�RI�VRPH�RI�'L]]\�*LOOHVSLH·V�IDPRXV�VRQJV�

�� BBBBBBBBBBB���BBBBBBBBBBB��'DQFLQJ�RQ�WRS�RI�0RXQW�(YHUHVW�

�� $�BBBBBBBBB�LQ�BBBBBBBBBBB�$IWHU�WKH�VXQ�KDV�VHW�LQ�D�QRUWK�$IULFDQ�FRXQWU\

�� BBBBBBBBBBB���BBBBBBBBBBB��$�ZDUP�GZHOOLQJ

�� BBBBBBBBBBB���BBBBBBBBBBB��$�WDVW\�VQDFN

�� BBBBBBBBBBB���1DPH�RI�D�IDPRXV�JRULOOD�WKDW�FDQ�VSHDN�XVLQJ�VLJQ�ODQJXDJH

.RNR�

Peanuts

Hot

Salt

1LJKW

HouseHigh

7XQLVLD�

*URRYLQ·
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fun sheet 11 Charlie Parker

Crossword Puzzle

 Across 
3 Drummer who threw a cymbal at Charlie to keep  

 him out of a jam session

6 Charlie Parker’s nickname

8 Charlie Parker did this four times

9 Parker was a key player in the development of this  

 type of music

10 One of Charlie’s songs

11 When a musician continually works on music until  

 it’s good enough

12 Where Charlie Parker was born

 Down 
1 How old was Charlie when he left school to  

 pursue music?

2 The name of the last place Charlie played

4 Much of Charlie’s musical development was lost  

 because of this in 1942

5 In 1995, this was released in Parkers memory

7 Charlie’s duo partner who played trumpet

1

2

3 4

5

6 7

8

9

10

11

12
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fun sheet 12 Miles Davis

Scramble

1 At 13, Miles progressed well beyond many trumpet players.

 He was considered a  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  .

2 A group consisting of nine players is called a ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ .

3 Sometimes, Miles would play with a  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___    

 Harmon mute.

4 One style that Miles played was  ___  ___  ___  ___    ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ .

5 A tune that Miles played was  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ 

 ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ .

6 Miles Davis was born in ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ .

7 Miles Davis’s instrument was the  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ .

8 Miles Davis studied music at  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ .

9 Another famous Bebop musician that Miles Davis played with:

  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___    ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ .

10 In the late 1960’s Miles used a wah-wah ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ .

11 Miles was known to be outspoken and  ___  ___  ___  ___    ___  ___  ___  ___ 

 of himself.

12 Miles left Juilliard school of music because he felt that the education was too   

 “ ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ ” for him

 He became “Dr.” Miles here:

 ___  ___  ___     ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

 ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ 

Fill in the blanks with the Miles Davis related words. Then unscramble the letters in circles to spell the

DQVZHU�WR�WKH�ÀQDO�FOXH�



A P P  L E  

   E 

 T O M A T O    K 

 A  O       I 

 N  N       W 

 G  S T A R F R U I T

 E        G  

 L        L  

 O R A N G E   I
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fun sheet

 Fill in the squares
� 8VLQJ�ZRUGV�RU�SKUDVHV�UHODWHG�WR�0LOHV�'DYLV��VHH�KRZ�PDQ\�VTXDUHV�\RX�FDQ�ÀOO�LQ�WKH�JULG�EHORZ���

1 Each word/phrase must intersect with at least one other word/phrase, sharing a letter in common.

2 Words/phrases must be read from left to right or from top to bottom.

3 All words/phrases must be spelled correctly!

�� <RXU�JRDO�LV�WR�OHDYH�DV�IHZ�VTXDUHV�DV�SRVVLEOH�HPSW\��:KHQ�\RX�DUH�ÀQLVKHG��\RX�ZLOO�VFRUH�RQH�SRLQW�IRU��

 each empty box. The object is to get the lowest score possible. Here’s an example using words for fruit:

 12 Miles Davis

Your turn:
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fun sheet 13 Herbie Hancock

Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS
2     A Herbie Hancock song which is named after a type of lizard
��� ��� +HUELH�+DQFRFNV�ÀUVW�LQVWUXPHQW
7     Herbie Hancock popularized this type of electronic instrument
8     A Herbie Hancock Tune which was famously sampled by rap group US3 in 1993.
11     The title of an album Herbie Hancock released in 2010 - The _________ project
12     Herbie Hancock is considered one of the creators of this style
14     A name for all electronic piano-like instruments
    

DOWN
1     The name of one of Herbie Hancocks big hits
3     Herbie Hancock attended a school of music here
4     Herbie Hancock performed a concerto with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra when he   
  was _______ years old.
5     Herbie studied electrical ___________ at college
9     Herbie hancock played in the Miles ________ quintet
10     Herbie Hancock won twelve of these awards
13     Another style which Herbie Hancock is known for



A P P  L E  

   E 

 T O M A T O    K 

 A  O       I 

 N  N       W 

 G  S T A R F R U I T
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fun sheet

 Fill in the squares
� 8VLQJ�ZRUGV�RU�SKUDVHV�UHODWHG�WR�%%�.LQJ��VHH�KRZ�PDQ\�VTXDUHV�\RX�FDQ�ÀOO�LQ�WKH�JULG�EHORZ���

�� (DFK�ZRUG�SKUDVH�PXVW�LQWHUVHFW�ZLWK�DW�OHDVW�RQH�RWKHU�ZRUG�SKUDVH��VKDULQJ�D�OHWWHU�LQ�FRPPRQ�

�� :RUGV�SKUDVHV�PXVW�EH�UHDG�IURP�OHIW�WR�ULJKW�RU�IURP�WRS�WR�ERWWRP�

3 All words/phrases must be spelled correctly!

�� <RXU�JRDO�LV�WR�OHDYH�DV�IHZ�VTXDUHV�DV�SRVVLEOH�HPSW\��:KHQ�\RX�DUH�ÀQLVKHG��\RX�ZLOO�VFRUH�RQH�SRLQW�IRU��

� HDFK�HPSW\�ER[��7KH�REMHFW�LV�WR�JHW�WKH�ORZHVW�VFRUH�SRVVLEOH��+HUH·V�DQ�H[DPSOH�XVLQJ�ZRUGV�IRU�IUXLW�

 14 BB King

<RXU�WXUQ�
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fun sheet

Crypto-quote

&UDFN�WKH�FRGH�E\�UHSODFLQJ�HDFK�OHWWHU�ZLWK�DQRWKHU��)RU�H[DPSOH��LI�WKH�ZRUG�´WKHµ�ZDV�FRGHG�DV�´435µ��WKHQ�

DOO�´4µV�ZRXOG�WXUQ�LQWR�´7µ��DOO�´3µV�ZRXOG�WXUQ�LQWR�´+µ�DQG�DOO�´5µV�ZRXOG�WXUQ�LQWR�´(µ�

Solving the puzzle will reveal a BB King quote describing his performance style and how he switches between 

VLQJLQJ�DQG�SOD\LQJ�WKH�JXLWDU�

+LQWV��

/RRN�IRU�ZRUGV�ZLWK�RQH�OHWWHU��7KH\�DUH�PRVW�OLNHO\�´Dµ�RU�´,µ�

7KH�ZRUG�´VLQJµ�DSSHDUV�LQ�WKH�TXRWH�DW�OHDVW�WZLFH�

5HPHPEHU�WKH�QDPH�RI�%%·V�JXLWDU�

´7+(µ�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�FRPPRQ���OHWWHU�ZRUGV��ZKDW�DUH�FRPPRQ���OHWWHU�ZRUGV"

%2186�FOXH��&KDQJH�$�WR�/��FKDQJH�4�WR�'��FKDQJH�&�WR�%�

 14 BB King

´ ' P Z S Y E Y S L , Y N A G F Y S J F J Y S 4 �

´
, �

U P Z J Y S B U Z Y E U W N E Y S L Y S L W M G A A F ,

,

Y E U G M U U W E Y S L C F N A G F Y S L A B + Y A A Z � µ�

�
µ
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 Lesson Ideas
 Younger Students

�� A cakewalk is a dance closely related to ragtime. Choose a rag song and have students   
 make up a cakewalk dance to go with it. Watch the following YouTube link with your   
 students for examples: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7sDnVIeSn_k 

�� ,QVWUXFW�HDFK�VWXGHQW�WR�PDNH�D�ÀYH�RFWDYH�SLDQR�NH\ERDUG�RXW�RI�FDUGERDUG� 
 Divide students into pairs and provide them with beginner piano sheet music for 
 The Entertainer. (For an example, consult: http://www.piano-play-it.com/the-  
 entertainer-sheet-music.html). Instruct one member of the pair to learn the right   
 hand of the song and the other to learn the left hand. Have them practice on their   
 cardboard cutouts and the class’ piano. When pairs are ready, allow them to perform   
 their duet in front of the class.

 Older Students

�� Given the lack of accurate records for Scott Joplin, discuss the importance of 
 record keeping.  

�� Of course, Scott Joplin didn’t know that he was going to be famous and that we’d be   
 studying him over 100 years after he wrote his music. Have students imagine they   
� ZLOO�EHFRPH�D�IDPRXV�PXVLFLDQ��VFLHQWLVW��DWKOHWH��ZULWHU�RU�DQ\�RWKHU�IDPRXV�ÀJXUH��� �
 Tell them that they must fast forward 100 years into the future and write a complete 
 biography of their life from birth until death. The records should be accurate so that 
 scholars in the future will understand the full account of their lives, much like a   
 Wikipedia or Encyclopedia entry.

�� Once students have written their biographies, ask them to pair up and tell each other   
� WKHLU�IXOO�OLIH·V�VWRU\�DV�D�IDPRXV�ÀJXUH��7KHQ��VWXGHQWV�PXVW�WHOO�WKH�ZKROH�FODVV�DERXW 
 their partner’s lives, a test to see how much information remains accurate. For extra   
 fun, have students wait until the next class to tell their partner’s biographies.

�� 'LVFXVV�6FRWW�-RSOLQ·V�LPSRUWDQFH�DV�D�&LYLO�5LJKWV�ÀJXUH��5HVHDUFK�WKH�RSHUDV� 
 Treemonisha and A Guest of Honor for supporting facts. Treemonishas theme was   
 the importance of education for Black Americans. A Guest of Honor describes when an   
 African American civil rights leader, Booker T. Washington, was invited to the presidential 
 White House.  
 Give a presentation for a school assembly, such as a Black History Month assembly.

�� Ragtime is a march with a syncopated rhythm. Take a familiar march, such as Liberty 

 Bell or The Washington Post March by John Phillips Sousa and see if students can 
 turn it into a ragtime piece. Turning standard chords into arpeggios and breaking away   
� IURP�WKH�VWDQGDUG�´IRXU�RQ�WKH�ÁRRUµ�PDUFKLQJ�EHDW�DUH�VXJJHVWHG�WHFKQLTXHV�� 

 Listening Activity

 Traditional ragtime patterns include three or four sections of a song denoted by the 
 letters A, B, C and D. Each section has a distinctive tune. For example, “Maple Leaf   
� 5DJVµ�KDV�IRXU�VHFWLRQV�WKDW�ÀW�LQWR�WKH�SDWWHUQ�$$�%%�$�&&�''��$�SOD\V�DQG�UHSHDWV�LWVHOI���
 from 0:00 to 0:43 seconds of the song, B plays and repeats itself from 0:43 to 1:20, 
 and so on. Play some ragtime songs for your students and ask them to identify how   
 many different tunes or sections there are in each song. For older students, challenge   
 them to determine what each songs ragtime pattern is.

 1 SCOTT JOPLIN

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7sDnVIeSn_k
http://www.piano-play-it.com/the-entertainer-sheet-music.html
http://www.piano-play-it.com/the-entertainer-sheet-music.html
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Lesson Plan 1 SCOTT JOPLIN

 Suggested Listening List

 Links to download recordings from iTunes & view on YouTube are available in the 

 Resources Area

 http://www.funmusicco.com/private/pmlp_module_4/resources

��� Maple Leaf Rag – Scott Joplin

��� The Entertainer – Scott Joplin

��� Swipesy Cakewalk - Scott Joplin

��� 6XQÁRZHU�6ORZ�'UDJ – Scott Joplin

��� Original Rags - Scott Joplin

��� We’re Going Around (A Ring Play), from the Treemonisha opera

 Internet Links
 

��� http://www.classical.net/music/comp.lst/joplin.php  - A biography on Scott Joplin describing  

� KLV�DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV��WULDOV�DQG�PXVLFDO�LQVSLUDWLRQ��LW�DOVR�LQFOXGHV�D�OLVW�RI�UHFRPPHQGHG��

 Joplin recordings 

��� http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scott_Joplin  - A detailed description of Scott Joplin’s life 

��� http://www.scottjoplin.org/index.htm  - The Scott Joplin International Ragtime Foundation 

��� http://www.newworldclassics.com/treemonisha.htm  - Scott Joplin’s Opera, Treemonisha 

��� KWWS���ZZZ�WUDFKWPDQ�QHW�UDJWLPH�����0,',�ÀOHV�RI�5DJWLPH�SLDQR�PXVLF��LQFOXGLQJ�6FRWW 

 Joplin tunes 

��� http://www.hbdirect.com/album_detail.php?pid=12150  – Samples of Joshua Rifkin playing  

 Scott Joplin compositions

 YouTube Links
 

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j1MJayGZXFs – $XQW�'LQDK�%ORZV�WKH�+RUQ from 

 Treemonisia 

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fPmruHc4S9Q  – The Entertainer, Scott Joplin 

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pMAtL7n_-rc – Maple Leaf Rag, Scott Joplin 

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NdCBT_VHnUk – Easy Winner, Scott Joplin 

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQnCT9HnMNA - Swipesy Cakewalk, Scott Joplin 

��� KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y I$/T*&'UJ�R���6XQÁRZHU�6ORZ�'UDJ, Scott Joplin 

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ybSmkyDjZI - Original Rags, Scott Joplin

http://www.funmusicco.com/private/pmlp_module_4/resources
http://www.classical.net/music/comp.lst/joplin.php
http://www.classical.net/music/comp.lst/joplin.php
http://www.scottjoplin.org/index.htm
http://www.newworldclassics.com/treemonisha.htm
http://www.newworldclassics.com/treemonisha.htm
http://www.hbdirect.com/album_detail.php?pid=12150
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j1MJayGZXFs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fPmruHc4S9Q
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pMAtL7n_-rc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NdCBT_VHnUk%20
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQnCT9HnMNA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fALqGCDrg4o
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ybSmkyDjZI
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 2 Duke ellington

 Lesson Ideas
 Younger Students

�� Discuss Duke Ellington’s childhood and young adulthood with the students. Ask each 
student to imagine himself or herself as Duke Ellington. Each student creates a comic 
strip about life as child or teenage Duke Ellington. Comic strips can incorporate factual 
DQG�LPDJLQHG�VWRU\OLQHV��6KRZFDVH�WKH�ÀQLVKHG�FRPLF�VWULSV�LQ�WKH�FODVVURRP�RU�FRPSLOH�
into a newspaper. Distribute a newspaper photocopy to each student.

�� Provide students with white card stock and markers so they can construct a  
one-octave piano keyboard (with eight keys). Make your own to provide an example or 
allow students to model theirs using the classroom’s piano. Instruct students to write 
an adjective describing Duke on each piano key, based on what they have learned 
LQ�FODVV��DQG�WR�GUDZ�D�SLFWXUH�WR�DFFRPSDQ\�HDFK�TXDOLÀHU��([DPSOHV�RI�DGMHFWLYHV�
include musical, charismatic, noble, graceful, inventive and stylish. Play some of Duke 
Ellington’s music in the background as students create their piano keyboards.

 Older Students

�� Divide students into groups to record a podcast about Duke Ellington. Designate students 
IRU�VSHFLÀF�WDVNV�
�� Scriptwriters to write the podcast script
�� Podcast host to read the main narrative
�� Recording engineer to tape the podcast
�� Actors to read pretend commercials or act as interviewees
�� Sound effects artist

You can choose to do a live newscast format instead of a podcast format depending on 
available resources and number of students. Recording is optional. 

�� Duke Ellington became popular during the Harlem Renaissance of the 1920s and 1930s. 
Langston Hughes, a prominent poet during the Harlem Renaissance, often wrote his 
poems while listening to jazz music at the local clubs. Read two or three of his poems 
to the class and/or encourage the students to share their favorite poems from Hughes. 
Discuss how the words and rhythm of the text relate to the sounds of jazz. Find Langston 
+XJKHV�SRHPV�DW��KWWS���ZZZ�SRHPKXQWHU�FRP�ODQJVWRQ�KXJKHV�

 Listening Activity

Duke Ellington mastered both jazz and classical musical forms in over 2000 works. Play 
several excerpts from Duke Ellington’s music which represent different musical styles, 
such as Caravan (1937), Beggar’s Holiday (a musical, 1946), Symphony in Black (1935), 
Take the “A” Train (1941). 

(QFRXUDJH�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�ZLWK�TXHVWLRQV�OLNH�

1) How are these examples similar? 
2) How are these examples different? 
3) What role does instrumentation play? 
4) What roles do the lyrics play in each piece? 
5) When do you think Ellington wrote this piece? Why?

Emphasize how Duke Ellington combined African-American and Western European styles 
of music in his works.

http://www.poemhunter.com/langston-hughes/
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 2 Duke ellington

 Suggested Listening List

 Links to download recordings from iTunes & view on YouTube are available in the 

 Resources Area

� KWWS���ZZZ�IXQPXVLFFR�FRP�SULYDWH�SPOSBPRGXOHB��UHVRXUFHV

��� Take the “A” Train – Duke Ellington

��� The Mooche – Duke Ellington and His Orchestra

��� On the Fringe of the Jungle - Duke Ellington Trio

��� It Don’t Mean a Thing – Duke Ellington Orchestra

��� In a Mellow Tone - Duke Ellington

��� Sating Doll - Duke Ellington Orchestra

��� Mood Indigo – Duke Ellington and His Orchestra

 Internet Links
 

��� KWWS���HQ�ZLNLSHGLD�RUJ�ZLNL�'XNHB(OOLQJWRQ�²�$�GHWDLOHG�DUWLFOH�RQ�'XNH�(OOLQJWRQ·V�OLIH 

��� KWWS���ZZZ�GXNHHOOLQJWRQ�FRP���'XNH�(OOLQJWRQ�2IÀFLDO�:HEVLWH 

��� KWWS���ZZZ�FVPRQLWRU�FRP�����������S��V���KIHV�KWPO���´/DQJVWRQ�+XJKHV�VHW�SRHWU\�WR�D��

 jazz beat”, by Elizabeth Lund, Christian Science Monitor 

��� KWWS���ZZZ�DPHULFDQSRHPV�FRP�SRHWV�/DQJVWRQ�+XJKHV���%LRJUDSK\�RI�/DQJVWRQ�+XJKHV 

��� KWWS���SEVNLGV�RUJ�MD]]�QRZWKHQ�GXNH�KWPO���3%6�.LGV�'XNH�(OOLQJWRQ�%LR 

 YouTube Links
 

��� KWWS���ZZZ�GXNHHOOLQJWRQ�FRP�YLGHRPXOWLPHGLD�KWPO���0XOWLPHGLD�VLWH�DERXW�MD]]�OHJHQG��

 Duke Ellington. Includes listening samples of Take the “A” Train, Symphony in Black, The  

 Mooche, and Cabin in the Sky and mini-documentaries 

��� KWWS���ZZZ�DOODERXWMD]]�FRP�SKS�PXVLFLDQ�SKS"LG �������3URÀOH�RI�'XNH�(OOLQJWRQ��([FHOOHQW��

 source for video, articles, and music reviews about Duke Ellington. Scroll to the bottom to see  

 videos such as On the Fringe of the Jungle, Take the “A” Train and Hawk Talks 

��� KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y T'4S=7�*K'J���It Don’t Mean a Thing , Duke Ellington  

 and his Orchestra 

��� KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y [30$9O=]�/<�²�Symphony in Black, Duke Ellington   

 featuring Billie Holiday 

��� KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y �0M,L/[�1Z��²�In a Mellow Tone, Duke Ellington 

��� KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y 6''&]E�GYB<�²�Satin Doll, Duke Ellington Orchestra 

��� KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y *RK%N+D+DS��²�Mood Indigo, Duke Ellington and 

 His Orchestra

http://www.funmusicco.com/private/pmlp_module_4/resources
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duke_Ellington
http://www.dukeellington.com
http://www.csmonitor.com/2002/0228/p18s02-hfes.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/2002/0228/p18s02-hfes.html
http://www.americanpoems.com/poets/Langston-Hughes
http://pbskids.org/jazz/nowthen/duke.html
http://www.dukeellington.com/videomultimedia.html
http://www.dukeellington.com/videomultimedia.html
http://www.dukeellington.com/videomultimedia.html
http://www.allaboutjazz.com/php/musician.php?id=6521
http://www.allaboutjazz.com/php/musician.php?id=6521
http://www.allaboutjazz.com/php/musician.php?id=6521
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qDQpZT3GhDg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qDQpZT3GhDg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xPMAVlZz9LY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xPMAVlZz9LY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1MjIiLx1Nw0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SDDCzb3dv_Y
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GohBkHaHap8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GohBkHaHap8
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 Lesson Ideas
 Younger Students

�� Organize a scat circle with your students. Assign each student a consonant letter. Play 
some instrumental jazz music in the background. Allow each student, one at a time, to 
improvise and scat with sounds that begin with their consonant for 20 seconds to the 
beat of the music. 

�� Ask students to make a picture book about Louis Armstrong’s childhood and how he 
became a famous jazz musician. Arrange a time when they can read their books to 
younger grades.

 Older Students

�� Students pick one of Louis Armstrong’s famous quotes (below) and answer the  
following questions:

�� Perform some background research on Louis Armstrong. Describe what you think 
Armstrong meant when he expressed this quote. 

�� How does one of your talents, musical or otherwise, relate to this quote?

“My whole life, my whole soul, my whole spirit is to blow that horn...” 
“Never play a thing the same way twice.” 
´:H�DOO�GR�¶GR��UH��PL�·�EXW�\RX�KDYH�JRW�WR�ÀQG�WKH�RWKHU�QRWHV�\RXUVHOI�µ 
“I don’t let my mouth say nothin’ my head can’t stand.”

�� During Louis Armstrong’s career he played with a variety of orchestras and bands and 
FROODERUDWHG�ZLWK�VHYHUDO�DUWLVWV��'LYLGH�\RXU�VWXGHQWV�LQWR�JURXSV�RI�WKUHH�WR�ÀYH��$VVLJQ�
each group a band or collaboration period. Ask them to do some background research 
and write a mini play or musical about Armstrong’s performances and interactions with 
these artists. Each group can act out their play in front of the class. Suggestions for 
topics include: 
�� Louis’ busking quartet as a young teenager
�� Joe King Oliver’s Creole jazz band
�� Fletcher Henderson’s Orchestra
�� Louis own bands: The Hot Five and The Hot Six
�� Collaboration with Ella Fitzgerald, Duke Ellington or Bing Crosby
�� Louis starring in Broadway musicals 

 Listening Activity

Ask students to listen to several of Louis Armstrong’s songs and to pick their favorite. Ask 
them to describe why they like this song. Is it his trumpeting/cornet style? Is it the song 
lyrics or his voice? Detail aspects of his instrumental or vocal techniques such as pitch, 
tone, rapid cadence, scatting or solo sections. How does this song compare to a favorite 
present day song?

Play What a Wonderful World sung by Louis Armstrong for your students. Read the lyrics 
to the song. Ask students to draw a picture or create a collage based on how the song 
inspired them and what a wonderful world looks like to them. A live performance can 
be viewed at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xotoDy5806Y. The lyrics are found at: 
http://www.lyricsfreak.com/l/louis+armstrong/what+a+wonderful+world_20085347.html

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xotoDy5806Y
http://www.lyricsfreak.com/l/louis+armstrong/what+a+wonderful+world_20085347.html
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 Suggested Listening List
 Links to download recordings from iTunes & view on YouTube are available in the 

 Resources Area

 http://www.funmusicco.com/private/pmlp_module_4/resources

��� Heebie Jeebies – Louis Armstrong 

��� Let’s Call the Whole Thing Off - Louis Armstrong and Ella Fitzgerald 

��� I Can’t Give You Anything But Love – Louis Armstrong 

��� Muskrat Ramble – Louis Armstrong (great instrumental showcasing the trumpet solo) 

��� Panama  – Louis Armstrong (swing style instrumental) 

��� Chinatown, My Chinatown – Louis Armstrong

 Internet Links 

��� http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Armstrong - A detailed description of Louis 

 Armstrong’s life 

��� KWWS���ZZZ�QSU�RUJ�SURJUDPV�MD]]SURÀOHV�DUFKLYH�DUPVWURQJBVLQJHU�KWPO���$Q�DUWLFOH�DERXW��

 Armstrong’s musical styles with recorded interviews 

��� http://www.smithsonianjazz.org/class/armstrong/la_match.asp - The Smithsonian chronicles  

 Armstrong’s life and includes a timeline of relevant songs 

��� http://www.louisarmstronghouse.org - Louis Armstrong House Museum 

 YouTube Links
��� http://www.last.fm/music/Louis+Armstrong/+tracks - Over 100 Louis Armstrong song   

 excerpts and full tracks

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GG_t6tPIF5s - Scatting session, When the Saints Go  

 Marching In, Louis Armstrong and Danny Kaye

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kmfeKUNDDYs - Hello Dolly, Louis Armstrong

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P3fGrQYHHBI - Dinah, Louis Armstrong

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZO1uMjz3n3w - Umbrella Man, Louis Armstrong and Dizzy  

 Gillespie showcasing their trumpeting talents

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6GuDExkBmnU - Basin Street Blues, Louis Armstrong

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ksmGt2U-xTE - Heebie Jeebies, Louis Armstrong and the  

 Hot Five

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J2oEmPP5dTM - Let’s Call the Whole Thing Off, Louis  

 Armstrong and Ella Fitzgerald

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvKEzc3JXo4 – I Can’t Give You Anything But Love, 

 Louis Armstrong

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0vpuFYQwZ5o - Muskrat Ramble, Louis Armstrong

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RG7sKbqLoQU - Panama, Louis Armstrong & and His 

 All Stars

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ugP69-lBK7o - Chinatown, 

 My Chinatown and You Rascal You, Louis Armstrong

http://www.funmusicco.com/private/pmlp_module_4/resources
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Armstrong
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Armstrong
http://www.npr.org/programs/jazzprofiles/archive/armstrong_singer.html
http://www.npr.org/programs/jazzprofiles/archive/armstrong_singer.html
http://www.smithsonianjazz.org/class/armstrong/la_match.asp
http://www.smithsonianjazz.org/class/armstrong/la_match.asp
http://www.louisarmstronghouse.org
http://www.last.fm/music/Louis+Armstrong/+tracks
http://www.last.fm/music/Louis+Armstrong/+tracks
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GG_t6tPIF5s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GG_t6tPIF5s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kmfeKUNDDYs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P3fGrQYHHBI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZO1uMjz3n3w
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZO1uMjz3n3w
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6GuDExkBmnU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ksmGt2U-xTE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ksmGt2U-xTE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J2oEmPP5dTM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J2oEmPP5dTM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvKEzc3JXo4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvKEzc3JXo4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0vpuFYQwZ5o
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RG7sKbqLoQU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RG7sKbqLoQU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ugP69-lBK7o
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ugP69-lBK7o
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 Lesson Ideas
 Younger Students

�� Play Goodman’s famous song Sing, Sing, Sing. Ask students to use shapes and colours 
to create an abstract drawing/timeline depicting the song. For example, if the mood of 
the song is peppy in the beginning, they might start with pink or yellow, but if the song 
slows or sounds dismal, blue or black might better depict that part. Dots might represent 
D�VWDFFDWR�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�PHORG\��D�ZDY\�OLQH�PLJKW�UHSUHVHQW�D�ÁXLG�SDUW��DQG�D�]LJ�
zag might represent speed or choppiness. Encourage students to combine colours and 
shapes and come up with their own scheme that changes throughout the song. Create 
an example piece to show the class based on Sing, Sing, Sing or another song. When 
students are done, ask students to explain their pictures to the class. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3mJ4dpNal_k - Sing, Sing, Sing

�� Benny Goodman was only 10 years old when he started playing the clarinet and by the 
time he was 14 he was playing for a professional band. Famous trumpet player Harry 
James said “Benny used to practice 15 times more than the whole band combined.” Ask 
students to think about an activity they have already started that they are passionate 
about or a hobby that they would like to try. Instruct them to brainstorm their goals and 
interests as they relate to the activity. For a culminating activity, ask students to prepare 
D�ÀYH�PLQXWH�RUDO�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RQ�WKHLU�SDVVLRQ�

 Older Students

�� Instruct students to create a list of 15 “tweets” that Benny Goodman might have 
tweeted if Twitter were around in his lifetime. They should highlight some successes 
from his life. 

�� Organize a news reporter assignment for your students. Student Instructions: You are a 
QHZVSDSHU�UHSRUWHU�DVVLJQHG�WR�FRYHU�WKH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�ÀUVW�HYHU�-D]]�JURXS�SHUIRUPLQJ�
at Carnegie Hall. What questions will you ask Benny and his band? You must come up 
ZLWK�ÀYH�TXHVWLRQV��2QFH�\RX·YH�ZULWWHQ�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�KDYH�GLVFRYHUHG�WKH�DQVZHUV��
act out the interview for the class. Extension activity: Students can create a whole 
QHZVSDSHU�IRFXVHG�RQ�%HQQ\�*RRGPDQ��(DFK�JURXS�RI�VWXGHQWV�ZULWH�IRXU�WR�ÀYH�DUWLFOHV�
spanning Benny’s various successes or particular points of interest and include at least 
three pictures in their newspaper. 

�� Benny Goodman had many nicknames including “King of the Swing”, “The Professor” and 
the “Patriarch of the Clarinet”. After the students have learned about Benny Goodman, 
organize a contest to see who can come up with the most appropriate new nickname. 

 Listening Activity

Benny Goodman and Glenn Miller were both successful and talented bandleaders of 
swing and big band style orchestras. Play several of each musician’s songs for the 
class, such as Goodman’s Sing, Sing, Sing, King Porter Stomp, Somebody Stole My 
Gal and Lazy River; and Miller’s In the Mood, Moonlight Serenade, American Patrol 
and Chattanooga Choo Choo. Ask the class what the similarities and differences are 
between both artists’ styles, in addition to the fact that Goodman was a clarinettist and 
Miller was a trombonist. Was one style more edgy? Jazzy? Structured? Waltz-like? Write 
the class’ responses up on the board.

Next, play several songs by each artist and have students guess whether it is Benny 
Goodman’s or Glenn Miller’s orchestra playing.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3mJ4dpNal_k
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 Suggested Listening List
 Links to download recordings from iTunes & view on YouTube are available in the

 Resources Area

 http://www.funmusicco.com/private/pmlp_module_4/resources

��� Sing, Sing, Sing – Benny Goodman Orchestra

��� Let’s Dance – Benny Goodman Orchestra

��� Don’t Be That Way – Benny Goodman Orchestra

��� Puttin’ On the Ritz – Benny Goodman Orchestra

��� And the Angels Sing – Benny Goodman Orchestra, Martha Tilton and Ziggy Elman (Grammy  

 Award winning song)

��� Moonglow – Benny Goodman Quartet (Grammy Award winning song)

��� Room 1411 – Benny Goodman’s Boys

��� One O’Clock Jump – Benny Goodman Orchestra

 Internet Links 

��� KWWS���ZZZ�EHQQ\JRRGPDQ�FRP���7KH�RIÀFLDO�%HQQ\�*RRGPDQ�ZHEVLWH

��� http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benny_Goodman - Detailed description of Benny Goodman’s life

��� http://www.pbs.org/jazz/biography/artist_id_goodman_benny.htm - Benny 

 Goodman Biography 

 YouTube Links 

��� http://www.last.fm/music/Benny+Goodman - Benny Goodman radio and excerpts from 

 his songs

��� http://www.pcdon.com/BennyGoodman.html - Sixteen downloadable Benny Goodman tunes

��� http://www.pcdon.com/glennmiller.html - Glenn Miller tunes

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bjKATWK2cHU - And the Angels Sing, Benny Goodman  

 Orchestra, featuring Martha Tilton and Ziggy Elman

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jEmK9qFB1Y0 - Moonglow, Benny Goodman (later in his  

 life) and his quartet

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UJy2K4-gyCs - Sing, Sing, Sing, Benny Goodman   

 Orchestra with a slideshow

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAcclMpFSVk - Room 1411, Benny Goodman’s Boys

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTQTVz90Rl8 - One O’Clock Jump, Benny 

 Goodman Orchestra

http://www.funmusicco.com/private/pmlp_module_4/resources
http://www.bennygoodman.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benny_Goodman
http://www.pbs.org/jazz/biography/artist_id_goodman_benny.htm
http://www.pbs.org/jazz/biography/artist_id_goodman_benny.htm
http://www.last.fm/music/Benny+Goodman
http://www.last.fm/music/Benny+Goodman
http://www.pcdon.com/BennyGoodman.html
http://www.pcdon.com/glennmiller.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bjKATWK2cHU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bjKATWK2cHU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jEmK9qFB1Y0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jEmK9qFB1Y0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UJy2K4-gyCs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UJy2K4-gyCs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAcclMpFSVk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTQTVz90Rl8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTQTVz90Rl8
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 Lesson Ideas
 Younger Students

�� Reuse thin, old story books or magazines and hand them out to students along with 
various art supplies. Have students create a jazz journal for Count Basie. The jazz 
journal can have pages about his childhood, his favourite instruments, the bands he 
played in, the different styles of music, etc. The jazz journal can also include other jazz 
musicians. You can see some examples here:  
http://blog.austinkids.org/2009/09/24/turn-an-old-book-into-an-art-journal/

�� Play Count Basie’s tune Blues Alley. Give out sheets of black, white, blue, and purple 
construction paper. Have each student collage a jazz instrument (like a piano or 
saxophone) as they listen to the song. Students do not use scissors for this activity. 
Instead, students should tear the pieces of paper and glue them to a single sheet of 
paper (whatever colour they choose). 

 Older Students

�� Count Basie was a master of swing jazz and blues styles. He was a classy pianist whose 
music lives on today. Listen to an example of Count Basie playing the blues (such as 
Oscar Peterson and Count Basie’s Slow Blues) and an example of him playing swing 
(such as One O’Clock Jump). Have each student list twelve adjectives for each musical 
style in columns. For example, under blues, adjectives might be “slow”, “relaxing” and 
“cool”, and under swing, adjectives might be “fast”, “dancing” and “happy”. After the 
VWXGHQWV�ÀQLVK�WKHLU�OLVWV��GLVFXVV�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�DGMHFWLYHV�DQG�ÀQG�WKH�RSSRVLWHV�RI�EOXHV�
and swing jazz. Create a bulletin board with the words “Swing” and “Blues”. Have each 
student write their adjectives on neon post-it notes and add their words under the right 
musical style. See which style has the most creative adjectives. 

�� In the 1950s and 60s, big band and swing orchestras were on the decline. But, Count 
Basie’s band thrived and toured the United States, Europe and Asia. Hand out world and/
or continental maps to each student. Ask students to research Count Basie’s concerts, 
movie appearances and tour dates. Instruct them to label their maps denoting each city 
and country he performed in. Encourage students to design their own creative legend, 
such as using different colours or symbols to describe audience sizes or performance 
styles. Students should also include concert dates and city names on their maps. You can 
ÀQG�SULQWDEOH�ZRUOG�PDSV�DW��KWWS���ZZZ�SULQWDEOHPDSV�QHW��

�� The jazz journal activity (Activity #1 under “Younger Students”) may also be appropriate 
IRU�ROGHU�VWXGHQWV��(QFRXUDJH�VWXGHQWV�WR�ZULWH�SRHPV�DQG�UHÁHFWLYH�HVVD\V�DQG�SHUIRUP�
extended research to include in their journals. 

 Listening Activity

Jazz singers and players are the masters of improvisation. Musicians improvise by playing 
music based on a set of chords. Often only a short sketch of the chords (called a lead 
sheet) is given out to the musicians. The lead sheet has some basic rhythms, possible 
lyrics, and chords. The jazz musicians then make up the music based on the lead sheet. 
The jazz musicians often communicate with each other by looking at each other. Good 
MD]]�PXVLFLDQV�FDQ�LPSURYLVH�IRU�DQ�KRXU��RU�PRUH���DQG�PDNH�WKH�PXVLF�ÀW�WRJHWKHU�
perfectly. Jazz vocalists also improvise, using what is called “scat singing”. In scat 
singing, a vocalist uses syllables like “boobaa, doobie-doo” which is meant to copy the 
instrumentalists. 

http://blog.austinkids.org/2009/09/24/turn-an-old-book-into-an-art-journal/
http://www.printablemaps.net/
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Students watch a jam session (like the performance of A-Tiskit-a-Tasket with Ella Fitzgerald 
and the Count:  
KWWS���FQHWWY�FQHW�FRP�HOOD�ÀW]JHUDOG�FRXQW�EDVLH�WLVNHW�WDVNHW�������B��������KWPO��DQG�
answer the following questions: 

1. What instruments do the jazz musicians use to create the sound? Do they do anything 
unusual with the instruments or their voice (ex. Use mutes, scat singing, etc.) to create 
new sounds? 

2. How does the band change the mood of the piece as they improvise?

��� How do the musicians Count Basie and Ella Fitzgerald communicate with each other? 

 Suggested Listening List
 Links to download recordings from iTunes & view on YouTube are available in the 

 Resources Area

� KWWS���ZZZ�IXQPXVLFFR�FRP�SULYDWH�SPOSBPRGXOHB��UHVRXUFHV

��� The Kid from Red Bank – Count Basie Orchestra

��� Lady Be Good – Lester Young and Count Basie

��� Booty’s Blues – Count Basie and bassist Cleveland Eaton

��� Swingin’ the Blues – Count Basie

��� Jumpin’ At the Woodside – Count Basie, featuring Sal Nistico and Sam Noto

��� Splanky – Count Basie Orchestra

 Internet Links 

��� KWWS���HQ�ZLNLSHGLD�RUJ�ZLNL�&RXQWB%DVLH���$�IXOO�ELRJUDSKLFDO�DUWLFOH�RQ�&RXQW�%DVLH

��� http://countbasie.com - Learn how Count Basie’s orchestra still remains today

��� http://www.countbasietheatre.org/about/williambio.asp - Basie’s Bio, Count Basie Theatre  

 YouTube Links 

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GQi4jglT0Vo - One O’Clock Jump, Count Basie Orchestra

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pk5sE1ZZVP4 - Blues Alley, Count Basie

��� KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y �GUT-�E8P($�²�Slow Blues, Oscar Peterson and 

 Count Basie

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=voLR89xpHN0 - The Kid from Red Bank, Count 

 Basie Orchestra

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SeqwPX4T4E0 - Lady Be Good, Lester Young and 

 Count Basie

��� KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y &WBW%.J4$[Z�²�Booty’s Blues, Count Basie and bassist   

Cleveland Eaton

��� KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y 7</EU=$NR�(�²�Swingin’ the Blues, Count Basie 

 and orchestra

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qlaP8x-r5GE - Jumpin’ at the Woodside, Count Basie 

 and orchestra

��� KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y 9%76R/]=��8���Splanky, Count Basie Orchestra

��� http://www.last.fm/music/Count+Basie - Count Basie Radio on LastFM. Free online 
 radio/video station for Count Basie. Music is random, but is a good resource to get a taste for   
 jazz and swing music of the era

http://cnettv.cnet.com/ella-fitzgerald-count-basie-tisket-tasket/9742-1_53-6951.html
http://www.funmusicco.com/private/pmlp_module_4/resources
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Count_Basie
http://countbasie.com
http://www.countbasietheatre.org/about/williambio.asp
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GQi4jglT0Vo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pk5sE1ZZVP4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3drqJ1bUmEA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3drqJ1bUmEA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=voLR89xpHN0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=voLR89xpHN0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SeqwPX4T4E0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SeqwPX4T4E0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ct_tBKgQAxw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ct_tBKgQAxw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TYLbrZAko7E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TYLbrZAko7E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qlaP8x-r5GE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qlaP8x-r5GE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VBTSoLzZ3-U
http://www.last.fm/music/Count+Basie
http://www.last.fm/music/Count+Basie
http://www.last.fm/music/Count+Basie
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 Lesson Ideas
 Younger Students

�� 'LYLGH�VWXGHQWV�LQWR�JURXSV�RI�IRXU�RU�ÀYH��$VN�HDFK�JURXS�WR�FKRUHRJUDSK�D�QXPEHU�
to Glenn Miller’s swing song In the Mood��6RPH�VWXGHQWV�FDQ�DFW�RXW�WKH�SDUWV�RI�
WUXPSHWHUV��VD[RSKRQLVWV��WURPERQLVWV��GUXPPHU��SLDQLVW�DQG�FODULQHWWLVW��ZKLOH�RWKHUV�
FDQ�VZLQJ�GDQFH��(DFK�JURXS�FDQ�OLVWHQ�WR�WKH�VRQJ�RQ�RQH�RI�WKH�VFKRRO·V�FRPSXWHU·V�DW��
KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y [3;ZN:9(,,Z 
)RU�LQVSLUDWLRQ��HQFRXUDJH�VWXGHQWV�WR�ZDWFK�WKH�OLYHO\�VZLQJ�GDQFH�VFHQH�LQ�WKH�ODVW�����
PLQXWHV�RI�WKLV�FOLS��KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y 5�%+[K8QRN8

�� 7KH�*OHQQ�0LOOHU�2UFKHVWUD�ZDV�SRSXODU�IURP������WR������EHFDXVH�RI�LWV�GLVWLQFWLYH�
VW\OH��*OHQQ�0LOOHU·V�PXVLF�ZDV�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�PDLQ�VWUHDP�MD]]�EDQGV�EHFDXVH�LW�IRFXVHG�
RQ�RUFKHVWUDWLRQ��ZULWWHQ�PXVLF�IRU�HDFK�LQVWUXPHQW��LQVWHDG�RI�LPSURYLVDWLRQ��7KH�*OHQQ�
0LOOHU�2UFKHVWUD�GLIIHUHG�IURP�RWKHU�VZLQJ�RUFKHVWUDV�LQ�WKDW�0LOOHU·V�DOWR�VD[RSKRQHV�DQG�
FODULQHWV�SOD\HG�WKH�PHORG\�DQG�VD[RSKRQHV�SOD\HG�KDUPRQ\��$VN�VWXGHQWV�WR�WKLQN�RI�
WKHLU�IDYRXULWH�EDQG�DQG�ZULWH�D�SDJH�RQ�KRZ�LW�GLIIHUV�IURP�RWKHU�PDLQ�VWUHDP�EDQGV��
$VN�WKHP�WR�OLVWHQ�WR�RQH�RI�WKHLU�IDYRXULWH�EDQG·V�VRQJV�DQG�RQH�RI�*OHQQ�0LOOHU·V�VRQJV�
DQG�WR�ZULWH�GRZQ�WKH�VLPLODULWLHV�DQG�WKH�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�

 Older Students

�� $IWHU�GLVFXVVLQJ�WKH�OLIH�DQG�GHDWK�RI�*OHQQ�0LOOHU��LQVWUXFW�WKH�VWXGHQWV�WR�ZULWH�D�ÀQDO�
OHWWHU�IURP�*OHQQ�0LOOHU�WR�KLV�VZHHWKHDUW�DQG�ZLIH�+HOHQ��,PDJLQH�WKDW�WKLV�LV�WKH�ODVW�
OHWWHU�KH�VHQW�WR�KHU�DV�KH�WUDYHOHG�RYHUVHDV�LQ�WKH�$UP\�$LU�)RUFH�%DQG��6WXGHQWV�FDQ�
DQVZHU�WKH�IROORZLQJ�TXHVWLRQV�LQ�WKH�OHWWHU��:KDW�ZRXOG�KH�VD\�WR�KHU"�:KHUH�ZDV�
KH�JRLQJ"�:KDW�ZDV�KH�SOD\LQJ"�:DV�KH�KDSS\"�'LG�KH�PLVV�KHU�DQG�WKHLU�WZR�DGRSWHG�
FKLOGUHQ��6WHYLH�DQG�-RQQLH"�$IWHU�WKH�VWXGHQWV�ÀQLVK�WKH�OHWWHUV��HQFRXUDJH�WKHP�WR�
VKDUH��$V�DQ�RSWLRQDO�YDULDWLRQ��\RX�FDQ�VSOLW�XS�WKH�FODVV�LQ�KDOI�RU�ER\V�JLUOV�DQG�KDYH�
RQH�KDOI�ZULWH�D�OHWWHU�IURP�WKH�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ�RI�*OHQQ�DQG�RQH�KDOI�IURP�WKH�SRLQW�RI�
YLHZ�RI�+HOHQ��

�� 3OD\�WKH�Glenn Miller Story PRYLH�IRU�WKH�FODVV��$IWHU�WKH�PRYLH��HQFRXUDJH�WKH�VWXGHQWV�
WR�ZULWH�D�VKRUW�HVVD\�RQ�ZKDW�OLIH�ZDV�OLNH�LQ�WKH�����V�DQG�����V�IURP�WKH�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ�
RI�D�*OHQQ�0LOOHU�%DQG�PHPEHU��7R�D�YLHZ�D�FOLS�RI�WKH�PRYLH��YLVLW� 
KWWS���ZZZ�WFP�FRP�PHGLDURRP�LQGH[�MVS"FLG �������

�� 2UJDQL]H�D�´VRFN�KRSµ�IRU�WKH�FODVV��(QFRXUDJH�HYHU\RQH�WR�ZHDU�ERWK�FLYLOLDQ�DQG�
PLOLWDU\�FORWKHV�UHPLQLVFHQW�IURP�WKH�����V�DQG�����V��WKH�KHLJKW�RI�WKH�´6ZLQJ�(UDµ��
3OD\�PXVLF�IURP�*OHQQ�0LOOHU��%HQQ\�*RRGPDQ��'XNH�(OOLQJWRQ��$UWLH�6KDZ��DQG�PRUH��,I�
\RX�KDYH�WKH�VSDFH��KRVW�D�PLQL�VZLQJ�GDQFH�RU�LQYLWH�ORFDO�VZLQJ�GDQFHUV��RU�WKH�VFKRRO�
GDQFH�FOXE��WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�KRZ�WR�VZLQJ��,I�\RX�FDQ��EULQJ�LQ�D�UHFRUG�SOD\HU�DQG�UHDO�
UHFRUG�DOEXPV�� 

 Listening Activity

7KH�*OHQQ�0LOOHU�2UFKHVWUD�KDG�D�YHU\�XQLTXH�VRXQG��ZKLFK�KHOSHG�WKHP�JDLQ�SRSXODULW\�
LQ�WKH�����V�DQG�HDUO\�����V��/LVWHQ�WR�WKH�Chattanooga Choo Choo��/LVWHQ�IRU�WKH�
RUFKHVWUDWLRQ��KRZ�0LOOHU�DUUDQJHG�WKH�PXVLF�IRU�HDFK�LQVWUXPHQW��DQG�DQVZHU�WKH�
IROORZLQJ�TXHVWLRQV�

��� +RZ�GRHV�0LOOHU�PDNH�WKH�EDQG�VRXQG�OLNH�D�WUDLQ"

��� :KLFK�LQVWUXPHQWV�GRHV�KH�XVH�WR�VRXQG�OLNH�WKH�WUDLQ·V�KRUQ"

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xPXwkWVEIIw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R0BHxhUnokU%0D
http://www.tcm.com/mediaroom/index.jsp?cid=192831
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 Suggested Listening List
� /LQNV�WR�GRZQORDG�UHFRUGLQJV�IURP�L7XQHV�	�YLHZ�RQ�<RX7XEH�DUH�DYDLODEOH�LQ�WKH 

� 5HVRXUFHV�$UHD

� KWWS���ZZZ�IXQPXVLFFR�FRP�SULYDWH�SPOSBPRGXOHB��UHVRXUFHV

��� Moonlight Serenade�²�*OHQQ�0LOOHU�2UFKHVWUD

��� In the Mood�²�*OHQQ�0LOOHU�2UFKHVWUD

��� Chattanooga Choo Choo�²�*OHQQ�0LOOHU�2UFKHVWUD

��� Little Brown Jug – Glenn Miller

��� A String of Pearls�²�*OHQQ�0LOOHU�2UFKHVWUD

��� Pennsylvania 6-5000 – Glenn Miller

��� 3HUÀGLD�²�*OHQQ�0LOOHU�2UFKHVWUD

 Internet Links 

��� KWWS���ZZZ�JOHQQPLOOHU�RUJ���7KH�*OHQQ�0LOOHU�%LUWKSODFH�6RFLHW\

��� KWWS���ZZZ�JOHQQPLOOHU�FRP���7KH�2IÀFLDO�6LWH�RI�*OHQQ�0LOOHU

��� KWWS���ZZZ�LPGE�FRP�WLWOH�WW����������7KH�*OHQQ�0LOOHU�6WRU\��YLGHR�'9'��

� �0RYLH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�

��� KWWS���HQF\FORSHGLD�NLGV�QHW�DX�SDJH�JO�*OHQQB0LOOHU���$Q�$XVWUDOLDQ�NLGV�HQF\FORSDHGLD��

 website describing Glenn Miller

 YouTube Links 

��� KWWS���ZZZ�SFGRQ�FRP�JOHQQPLOOHU�KWPO���$�VLWH�ZLWK����DXGLR�UHFRUGLQJV�RI�*OHQQ�0LOOHU·V��

� VRQJV��VRPH�VRQJV�IURP�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�SHULRG�DQG�DQ�LQWHUYLHZ�ZLWK�0LOOHU

��� KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y %4�V�5T��=����Moonlight Serenade�5DGLR�%URDGFDVW�IURP��

� &DUQHJLH�+DOO

��� KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y E5�.�X%�Z0$�²�In the Mood��*OHQQ�0LOOHU�2UFKHVWUD�ZLWK�

� 7H[�%HQHNH

��� KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y 9�DM�]K;O/$���Chattanooga Choo Choo�IURP�WKH�ÀOP�Sun  

 Valley Serenade

��� KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y <2*��7U/�9N���Little Brown Jug, Glenn Miller

��� KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y :Z;%IMF2&9F���A String of Pearls��5D\�0F.LQOH\�DQG�WKH��

� 1HZ�*OHQQ�0LOOHU�2UFKHVWUD

��� KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y PBPX)ZZ760V���Pennsylvania 6-5000, Glenn Miller

��� KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y (�6NDR��*,4���3HUÀGLD, Glenn Miller 

� 2UFKHVWUD��IHDWXULQJ�'RURWK\�&ODLU�DQG�7KH�0RGHUQDLUHV

��� +RZ�GR�WKH�O\ULFV�PDWFK�WKH�VRQJ·V�VRXQG"�

��� +RZ�GRHV�WKLV�PRYLH�UHÁHFW�WKH�FXOWXUDO�DQG�VRFLDO�FOLPDWH�RI�WKH�HDUO\�����V"

��� +RZ�GRHV�WKH�WDS�GDQFH�VHTXHQFH�PDWFK�WKH�UK\WKP�RI�WKH�EDQG"+RZ�GRHV�WKH�EDQG�
FKDQJH�WKH�PRRG�RI�WKH�SLHFH�DV�WKH\�LPSURYLVH"

��� +RZ�GR�WKH�PXVLFLDQV�&RXQW�%DVLH�DQG�(OOD�)LW]JHUDOG�FRPPXQLFDWH�ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU"�

http://www.funmusicco.com/private/pmlp_module_4/resources
http://www.glennmiller.org
http://www.glennmiller.com
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0047030
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0047030
http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/gl/Glenn_Miller
http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/gl/Glenn_Miller
http://www.pcdon.com/glennmiller.html
http://www.pcdon.com/glennmiller.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BQ2s4Rq35Z4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BQ2s4Rq35Z4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bR3K5uB-wMA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bR3K5uB-wMA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V2aj0zhXlLA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V2aj0zhXlLA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YOG89TrL4Vk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WwXBfjcOCVc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WwXBfjcOCVc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m_muFwwTSMs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E0Skao81GIQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E0Skao81GIQ
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 Lesson Ideas
 Younger Students

�� Ella Fitzgerald had a few novelty songs like A-Tisket, A-Tasket. Print off several 
different nursery rhymes and provide each student with one. Ask students to take their 
rhyme and turn it into a swing tune. When students are ready, ask each to sing their 
nursery rhyme for the whole class. The following site has nursery rhymes for you to 
choose from: http://www.zelo.com/family/nursery/

�� Ella Fitzgerald, Billie Holiday, Ben E. King, Michael Jackson and other famous musicians 
began their musical careers at the Apollo Club in Harlem, New York. When Ella was 16 
years old, she and her friends went to the club. Ella literally drew the shortest straw 
and sang on stage, and thus began her professional career. Hold an ‘Amateur Night at 
the Apollo’ in your class or school. Decorate the performance room or hall to look like a 
1930s club. Students can perform their own talent or they can choose to imitate one of 
the famous musicians who began at the Apollo.

�� Ella Fitzgerald was named “The First Lady of Song” and is regarded by many as the 
best female jazz singer of all time. Billie Holiday and Sarah Vaughan are her closest 
rivals. Play several songs by all three of the artists and allow your class to vote for their 
favorite singer and style.

 Older Students

�� Celebrate Women’s History Month (March) or Black History Month (February). Ask 
students to create a multimedia presentation, report, or other project that includes 
Ella Fitzgerald along with other famous and talented Black and indigenous individuals or 
well-known, accomplished women. Everyday throughout the month, ask one student to 
present his or her project to the class. 

�� Ella once said, “It isn’t where you came from, it’s where you’re going that counts. “ 
,QFRUSRUDWH�WKLV�TXRWH�LQWR�D�VRFLDO�VNLOOV�OHVVRQ��$VN�VWXGHQWV�WR�ZULWH�D�UHÁHFWLYH�SLHFH�
or facilitate an open discussion. Students can describe themselves or someone they look 
up to, the challenges they have experienced and how they have or will surmount them. 

�� Marilyn Monroe helped Ella get a gig at a big jazz club. Ella’s manager wouldn’t 
accept any discrimination against Ella. Ask students to research and write about the 
discrimination faced by African American jazz musicians during Fitzgerald’s era. Ask 
students to discuss the importance of having a white person stand up for them. How is it 
different now?

 Listening Activity

Ella Fitzgerald was known for her intelligent improvisational, scat singing and bebop 
style. Play the recording of Fitzgerald singing Mack the Knife�OLYH�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�LQ�
Berlin (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6vXAtVbZbkI). Ella forgot some of the words 
but impressively made up new ones on the spot. Provide the original lyrics for your 
students to follow along while they listen to Ella’s version. Challenge them to indicate 
where the original words end and to write down as many of her new words as they can. 
Note how she imitates Louis Armstrong when she breaks out in scat. 

http://www.zelo.com/family/nursery/%0D
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6vXAtVbZbkI
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 Suggested Listening List
 Links to download recordings from iTunes & view on YouTube are available in the

 Resources Area

 http://www.funmusicco.com/private/pmlp_module_4/resources

��� Lady Be Good - Ella Fitzgerald

��� Love and Kisses – Ella Fitzgerald

��� You’ll Have to Swing It�²�(OOD�)LW]JHUDOG��RQH�RI�KHU�ÀUVW�VFDW�VLQJLQJ�VRQJV�

��� A-Tisket, A-Tasket – Ella Fitzgerald

��� One Note Samba – Ella Fitzgerald (impressive scat singing)

��� Dream a Little Dream of Me – Ella Fitzgerald and Louis Armstrong

 Internet Links 

��� KWWS���ZZZ�HOODÀW]JHUDOG�FRP���7KH�RIÀFLDO�(OOD�)LW]JHUDOG�ZHEVLWH

��� http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ella_Fitzgerald - A detailed biography on Ella Fitzgerald

��� http://www.apollotheater.org/amateur_night.html - Describes the history of Amateur Night at  

 the Apollo

��� http://museum.media.org/ella/index.html - A website devoted to Ella Fitzgerald with essays,  

 testimonials and audio tracks

 YouTube Links 

��� http://www.last.fm/music/Ella+Fitzgerald - Listen to Ella Fitzgerald radio and excerpts of 

 her songs

��� http://www.last.fm/music/Billie+Holiday - Excerpts of Billie Holiday songs

��� http://www.last.fm/music/Sarah+Vaughan - Excerpts of Sarah Vaughan songs

��� http://www.pcdon.com/EllaFitzgerald.html - Over 20 downloadable Ella Fitzgerald songs

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wwEsq31wKcI - Lady Be Good, Ella Fitzgerald

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xl6SoY6PUVU - Love and Kisses/How Do You Do Without  

 Me? Ella Fitzgerald and Frank Sinatra

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ew18e8X8nPY - You’ll Have to Swing It (Mr. Paganini), 

 Ella Fitzgerald 

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDx7uVyP38 - A-Tisket, A-Tasket, Ella Fitzgerald, from  

 the ÀOP�Ride ‘Em Cowboy

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PbL9vr4Q2LU - One Note Samba, Ella Fitzgerald

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ezGHapF8-lY - Stormy Weather, Ella Fitzgerald

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1j6avX7ebkM - Summertime, Ella Fitzgerald

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=io0uqrp9dco - Dream a Little 

 Dream of Me, Ella Fitzgerald and Louis Armstrong

Original lyrics: http://www.lyricsmode.com/lyrics/b/bobby_darin/mack_the_knife.html

Ella Fitzgerald’s lyrics 
KWWS���ZZZ�PHWURO\ULFV�FRP�PDFN�WKH�NQLIH�O\ULFV�HOOD�ÀW]JHUDOG�KWPO

As an extension activity, ask for volunteers to make up their own words on the spot to an 
instrumental jazz piece played in the background.

http://www.funmusicco.com/private/pmlp_module_4/resources
http://www.ellafitzgerald.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ella_Fitzgerald
http://www.apollotheater.org/amateur_night.html
http://www.apollotheater.org/amateur_night.html
http://museum.media.org/ella/index.html
http://museum.media.org/ella/index.html
http://www.last.fm/music/Ella+Fitzgerald
http://www.last.fm/music/Ella+Fitzgerald
http://www.last.fm/music/Billie+Holiday
http://www.last.fm/music/Sarah+Vaughan
http://www.pcdon.com/EllaFitzgerald.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wwEsq31wKcI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xl6SoY6PUVU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xl6SoY6PUVU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ew18e8X8nPY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ew18e8X8nPY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDx7uVyP38
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDx7uVyP38
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PbL9vr4Q2LU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ezGHapF8-lY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1j6avX7ebkM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=io0uqrp9dco
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=io0uqrp9dco
http://www.lyricsmode.com/lyrics/b/bobby_darin/mack_the_knife.html%0D
http://www.metrolyrics.com/mack-the-knife-lyrics-ella-fitzgerald.html
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 Lesson Ideas
 Younger Students

�� Ask students to imagine they are party planners and organizing an event for Billie 
Holiday’s birthday (April 15). Louis Armstrong, Ella Fitzgerald, Sarah Vaughan, Lena 
Horne, Benny Goodman, Duke Ellington, Count Basie, Artie Shaw, the owner of the 
Harlem club “Pod’s and Jerry’s”, John Hammond, and of course her best friend Lester 
Young are all invited. Students should create a sketch and a written plan that detail 
food, décor, games, gifts and entertainment.

�� Billie Holiday is credited for never singing the same song exactly the same way twice. 
Have students listen to two versions of the same song and write or draw the differences 
they observe. Examples of songs they can listen to are God Bless the Child performed in 
1941 and in 1952 or two different versions of I Love You Porgy.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EpN40V0s4_E - God Bless the Child (1941) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nQgzEQhtTm4 - God Bless the Child (1952) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jpxfZKeqw48 - I Love Your Porgy (Version 1) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TUBGO_M1QWM - I Love You Porgy (Version 2)

 Older Students

�� Billie Holiday boldly performed and recorded Strange Fruit, a song based on a poem 
by Abel Meeropol. It was controversial for its time (1939) and served to bring attention 
to the racism and brutal act of lynching against African Americans in southern United 
6WDWHV��$VN�VWXGHQWV�WR�EULHÁ\�UHVHDUFK�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�O\QFKLQJ�DQG�RWKHU�UDFLVW�DFWV�LQ�WKH�
U.S. and to read the lyrics of Strange Fruit��6WXGHQWV�WKHQ�FDQ�ZULWH�D�UHÁHFWLYH�SLHFH�
on their emotional response to the song incorporating some historical background.  
(They can listen to Holiday performing this piece at  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4ZyuULy9zs). Lyrics are courtesy of lyricsfreak.com.

Southern trees bear strange fruit, 
Blood on the leaves and blood at the root, 
Black bodies swinging in the southern breeze, 
Strange fruit hanging from the poplar trees, 
Pastoral scene of the gallant south, 
The bulging eyes and the twisted mouth, 
Scent of magnolias, sweet and fresh, 
7KHQ�WKH�VXGGHQ�VPHOO�RI�EXUQLQJ�ÁHVK� 
Here is fruit for the crows to pluck, 
For the rain to gather, for the wind to suck, 
For the sun to rot, for the trees to drop, 
+HUH�LV�D�VWUDQJH�DQG�ELWWHU�FURS�

�� Ask students to create a brochure on the danger of heroin and other drug addictions. 
They should incorporate statistics, signs and symptoms, recovery information and advice. 
They should also include visuals and a short vignette on Billie Holiday’s struggles. They 
can also include other musicians who have suffered from addiction.  

 Listening Activity

Billie Holiday is known for her raw, improvisational and soulful voice. Test to see if your 
students can distinguish her voice from other female jazz singers. First play a couple 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EpN40V0s4_E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nQgzEQhtTm4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jpxfZKeqw48
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TUBGO_M1QWM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4ZyuULy9zs
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 Suggested Listening List
 Links to download recordings from iTunes & view on YouTube are available in the 

 Resources Area

 http://www.funmusicco.com/private/pmlp_module_4/resources

��� Now or Never - written and sung by Billie Holiday

��� Summertime - Billie Holiday

��� This Year’s Kisses - Billie Holiday and Lester Young

��� Billie’s Blues (I Love My Man) - written and sung by Billie Holiday

��� Don’t Explain - written and sung by Billie Holiday

��� I Love You Porgy – Billie Holiday

��� Strange Fruit – Billie Holiday

��� God Bless the Child - written and sung by Billie Holiday

 Internet Links 

��� KWWS���ZZZ�FPJZZ�FRP�PXVLF�KROLGD\���7KH�2IÀFLDO�6LWH�RI�/DG\�'D\��%LOOLH�+ROLGD\�

��� http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billie_Holiday - Detailed description of Billie Holiday’s life

��� http://www.metrolyrics.com/billie-holiday-lyrics.html - Contains the lyrics to numerous Billie  

 Holiday songs

��� KWWS���ZZZ�ODG\GD\�QHW���$�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�VLWH�ZLWK�ELRJUDSKLHV��DXGLR�ÀOHV��VWRULHV�� 

 discography, pictures and video recommendations

 YouTube Links 

��� http://www.jiwa.fm/#artist/7359 - Billie Holiday Radio

��� http://www.legacyrecordings.com/artists/billie-holiday - Listen to excerpts from 

 Holiday’s discography.

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZtgUbJN8oPE - Fine and Mellow, Billie Holiday with Lester  

 Young – the clip opens up with Billie describing the blues

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5z2yitQouLI - Billie’s Blues, Billy Holiday

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XxwJ9lh-id4 - Don’t Explain, Billy Holiday 

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d7ENPQzlUpY - Summertime, Billie Holiday

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jTnoIDRxEbc - Miss Brown to You, Billie Holiday

of Billie Holiday songs so they can get a feel for her sound. Then play samples of songs 
by Lena Horne, Ella Fitzgerald, Sarah Vaughan and other female artists intermixed with 
Holiday’s tunes. You can even incorporate artists from before, such as Bessie Smith, and 
after Holiday’s time, such as Nina Simone. Ask students to identify when they hear Billie 
Holiday singing. 

Here are some helpful links to get you started:

http://www.last.fm/music/Lena+Horne/The+Jazz+Ladies+Volume+3 (Ella Fitzgerald, 
Lena Horne, Billie Holiday) 
http://www.pcdon.com/LenaHorne.html (Lena Horne) 
http://www.pcdon.com/EllaFitzgerald.html (Ella Fitzgerald) 
http://www.last.fm/music/Sarah+Vaughan (Sarah Vaughan)

http://www.funmusicco.com/private/pmlp_module_4/resources
http://www.cmgww.com/music/holiday
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billie_Holiday
http://www.metrolyrics.com/billie-holiday-lyrics.html
http://www.metrolyrics.com/billie-holiday-lyrics.html
http://www.ladyday.net
http://www.ladyday.net
http://www.jiwa.fm/#artist/7359
http://www.legacyrecordings.com/artists/billie-holiday
http://www.legacyrecordings.com/artists/billie-holiday
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZtgUbJN8oPE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZtgUbJN8oPE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5z2yitQouLI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XxwJ9lh-id4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d7ENPQzlUpY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jTnoIDRxEbc
http://www.last.fm/music/Lena+Horne/The+Jazz+Ladies+Volume+3
http://www.pcdon.com/LenaHorne.html
http://www.pcdon.com/EllaFitzgerald.html
http://www.last.fm/music/Sarah+Vaughan
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 8 billie holiday

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-DYG5MpNros - Now or Never, Billie Holiday

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UAy0ZIE51zk - This Year’s Kisses, Billie Holiday and  

 Lester Young

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4ZyuULy9zs - Strange Fruit, Billie Holiday

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EpN40V0s4_E - God Bless the Child, Billie Holiday

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TUBGO_M1QWM - I Love Your Porgy, Billie Holiday

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-DYG5MpNros
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UAy0ZIE51zk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UAy0ZIE51zk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4ZyuULy9zs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EpN40V0s4_E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TUBGO_M1QWM
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 9 Sarah Vaughan

 Lesson Ideas
 Younger Students

�� Ask students to write a song/rap about the life and music of Sarah Vaughan. They can 
create their own tune or use an already established tune. (Nursery rhyme tunes work 
well such as Row, Row, Row Your Boat or Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star). Have each 
student perform their song/rap for the class.

�� Sarah Vaughan started her career through competing and winning at the Apollo Theatre’s 
Amateur Night. Designate one or two classes for your version of an Amateur Night. Tell 
students to put on a performance based on what they would like to do when they grow 
up. For example, a future teacher may lead an educational game, a prospective chef 
may do a cooking demo and an ambitious musician can perform a song.

 Older Students

�� Divide the class into small groups. Have each group write a script about an event in Sarah 
Vaughan’s life. The students can base the script on what you have already taught them, 
but encourage them to do some further research. (Refer to the Internet Links below). 
Arrange so that each group performs their play for the class.

�� Tell students to create a quiz based on Sarah Vaughan’s life. Student Instructions: Make a 
multiple choice quiz with 8 questions. Each question must have the correct answer, two 
answers that are plausible, and one that can easily be discarded, but still is relevant. 
(For example, if the question is “Where was she born?” - don’t make the easily discarded 
answer “peanut butter and Jelly.”) Quiz your friends once you are done creating your 
test.

�� 7KH�ÀUVW�YHUVH�RI�6DUDK�9DXJKDQ·V�VRQJ�Black Coffee is:

I’m feelin’ mighty lonesome, haven’t slept a wink; 
,�ZDON�WKH�ÁRRU�DQG�ZDWFK�WKH�GRRU��DQG�LQ�EHWZHHQ�,�GULQN 
%ODFN�FRIIHH���ORYH·V�D�KDQG�PH�GRZQ�EUHZ� 
,·OO�QHYHU�NQRZ�D�6XQGD\�LQ�WKLV�ZHHNGD\�URRP�

Get students to listen to the song and write their own version of the second verse of the 
song. When students are ready, have them perform their new rendition of the song for 
the class. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jR8fsEDEvdc - Black Coffee 

 Listening Activity

Sarah Vaughan was an amazingly talented singer. She had a range of three octaves, she 
expressed controlled vibrato and was a master bop and scat singer. She once said 
“I always wanted to imitate the horns” and she did so with her be-bopping style. 

'HÀQH�WKH�WHUPV�´RFWDYH�µ�´YLEUDWRµ�DQG�´VFDWµ�ZLWK�\RXU�FODVV��

Play the song Perdido for the class: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vahg7op6Amg 

Ask students to point out moments in the song where her extensive range, vibrato and 
be-bopping are showcased.

Organize a fun contest for the class to see who can sing with the largest range, who can 
sing with the most controlled vibrato and who can scat/bebop with the most style.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jR8fsEDEvdc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vahg7op6Amg
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 9 Sarah Vaughan

 Suggested Listening List
 Links to download recordings from iTunes & view on YouTube are available in the Resources Area

 http://www.funmusicco.com/private/pmlp_module_4/resources

��� They Can’t Take That Away From Me – Sarah Vaughan

��� Perdido – Sarah Vaughan

��� Whatever Lola Wants  – Sarah Vaughan

��� Lover Man – Sarah Vaughan, Dizzy Gillespie and Charlie Parker

��� Lullaby of Birdland – Sarah Vaughan

��� Don’t Blame Me – Sarah Vaughan

��� The More I See You – Sarah Vaughan

��� I Can’t Give You Anything But Love – Sarah Vaughan

��� I Cried For You – Sarah Vaughan

 Internet Links 

��� http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sarah_Vaughan - A detailed description of Sarah Vaughan’s life

��� http://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/episodes/sarah-vaughan/about-sarah-vaughan/723  

 Brief biography about Sarah Vaughan

��� http://www.wntb.com/blackachievers/SarahVaughn - Sarah Vaughan biography

��� http://www.vervemusicgroup.com/sarahvaughan/bio - About Sarah Vaughan from the Verve 

 Music Group

��� http://www.biography.com/articles/Sarah-Vaughan-9516405 - Sarah Vaughan bio

 YouTube Links 

��� http://www.last.fm/music/Sarah+Vaughan - Sarah Vaughan Radio and previews of some of her 

 top hits

��� http://wn.com/Sarah_Vaughan__The_Sassy_One - A collection of Sarah Vaughan videos

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N0SLuDxXWus - They Can’t Take That Away From Me,

 Sarah Vaughan

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8m1X6y9Gzhs - The Sassy One, Sarah Vaughan

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cdvvmXjVCSs - Lover Man, Sarah Vaughan with Dizzy

 Gillespie and Charlie Parker

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x8cFdZyWOOs - Lullaby of Birdland, Sarah Vaughan

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-g5YNPzr8NM - Whatever Lola Wants, Sarah Vaughan

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ySI5ZPhf5Lw - If You Could See Me Now, Sarah Vaughan

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qhs99XoPmLA - Tenderly, Sarah Vaughan 

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_w9YUhMDsF0 - Don’t Blame Me, Sarah Vaughan

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_V2rrHNj48w - The More I See You, Sarah Vaughan

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NA9mxA9B0OQ - I Can’t Give You Anything But Love, 

 Sarah Vaughan

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sedldkP5FIk - I Cried 

 for You, Sarah Vaughan

http://www.funmusicco.com/private/pmlp_module_4/resources
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sarah_Vaughan
http://www.wntb.com/blackachievers/SarahVaughn
http://www.vervemusicgroup.com/sarahvaughan/bio
http://www.vervemusicgroup.com/sarahvaughan/bio
http://www.biography.com/articles/Sarah-Vaughan-9516405
http://www.last.fm/music/Sarah+Vaughan
http://www.last.fm/music/Sarah+Vaughan
http://wn.com/Sarah_Vaughan__The_Sassy_One
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N0SLuDxXWus
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N0SLuDxXWus
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8m1X6y9Gzhs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cdvvmXjVCSs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cdvvmXjVCSs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x8cFdZyWOOs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-g5YNPzr8NM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ySI5ZPhf5Lw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qhs99XoPmLA%5C
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_w9YUhMDsF0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_V2rrHNj48w
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NA9mxA9B0OQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NA9mxA9B0OQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sedldkP5FIk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sedldkP5FIk
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 10 Dizzy Gillespie

 Lesson Ideas
 Younger Students

�� 'L]]\�*LOOHVSLH�ZDV�QRW�VFDUHG�WR�EH�KLPVHOI��+H�GHFLGHG�WKDW��UDWKHU�WKDQ�ÀW�LQ��KH�
wanted to play his own style of jazz. He also had a unique fashion sense and performed 
zany comic routines while on stage. Ask students to pretend they are meeting Gillespie 
at a café. Student Instructions: What advice would you ask him about being yourself and 
not trying to conform? What about YOU are you too shy or scared to reveal? Write down 
an imaginary conversation with Gillespie; end the conversation with a plan that involves 
you being true to YOURSELF.

�� In 1945, Dizzy Gillespie and Charlie Parker recorded Shaw ‘Nuff��,W�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKH�ÀUVW�
bebop songs ever recorded paving the road to modern jazz. Provide each student with 
an index card. Tell them to create a “sound map” as they listen to Shaw ‘Nuff. They can 
use any symbols they wish, such as piano keys when they hear a piano, musical notes 
when they hear the melody, sticks when they hear a drum beat or waves when they hear 
D�VZHHW�ÁRZLQJ�WXQH��ORXGHU�QRWHV�FDQ�EH�LQ�WKH�FHQWHU�RU�IURQW�RI�WKH�PDS�ZKHUHDV�
background music could be at the back or sides of the map. Make a map ahead of time to 
show your students as an example. After the activity, facilitate an open discussion about 
the different sounds they heard.  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wp4BpN-YMck - Shaw ‘Nuff 

 Older Students

�� Manteca is an example of Gillespie’s Afro-Cuban jazz style – a fusion of jazz with central 
and Western African, Cuban and other Latin American music. Play Manteca for the class: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o1s5CWbYyao

Ask your students to do the following: If you could combine your current music style with 
any culture from around the world, which culture would you choose? Describe the genre 
of music, tempo, the language and lyrics and instruments you would incorporate. Write a 
simple song and perform it for the class.

�� Dizzy Gillespie temporarily ran for president of the United States. Ask students to 
imagine they are Dizzy Gillespie running for prime minister of Australia. While in 
character, have them run an election campaign through delivering speeches, engaging 
in debates and making promotional material. As a follow-up exercise, ask them to write 
GRZQ�WKHLU�ÀUVW�ÀYH�RUGHUV�RI�EXVLQHVV�ZKHQ�HOHFWHG�DV�3ULPH�0LQLVWHU�'L]]\�*LOOHVSLH�

�� 'L]]\�*LOOHVSLH�DQG�KLV�IHOORZ�PXVLFLDQV�ZHUH�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�GHÀQLQJ�WKH�QHZ�GLUHFWLRQ�
of modern jazz through their bebop and improvisational styles. Ask students to create a 
timeline depicting the evolution of jazz music, starting from ragtime in the early 1900s 
up to present day. Students should include the name of prominent musicians and a short 
description of each of the musical styles.

 Listening Activity

�� Play Dizzy Gillespie’s songs Bebop, Koko, Hot House and/or Salt Peanuts for the class. 
�<RX�FDQ�ÀQG�WKHVH�VRQJV�LQ�WKH�´<RX7XEH�/LQNVµ�VHFWLRQ���(DFK�VRQJ�UHSUHVHQWV�'L]]\�
Gillespie’s and Charlie Parker’s bebop style of jazz. Ask students to describe in their own 
ZRUGV��DIWHU�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�WKH�VRQJ�V���ZKDW�WKH\�WKLQN�FKDUDFWHUL]HV�EHERS��

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wp4BpN-YMck
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o1s5CWbYyao
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 10 Dizzy Gillespie

 Suggested Listening List

 Links to download recordings from iTunes & view on YouTube are available in the 

 Resources Area

 http://www.funmusicco.com/private/pmlp_module_4/resources

��� Shaw ‘Nuff - Dizzy Gillespie and Charlie Parker

��� Oh Bop Sh’ Bam – Dizzy Gillespie and Charlie Parker

��� Blue ‘N’ Boogie – Dizzy Gillespie

��� A Night in Tunisia – Dizzy Gillespie

��� Manteca – Dizzy Gillespie

��� Bebop – Dizzy Gillespie

��� Koko   - Dizzy Gillespie and Charlie Parker

��� Hot House – Dizzy Gillespie and Charlie Parker

��� Salt Peanuts – Dizzy Gillespie

��� Umbrella Man – Dizzy Gillespie and Louis Armstrong

 Internet Links
��� http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dizzy_Gillespie - Detailed description of Dizzy Gillespie’s life

��� http://www.jerryjazzmusician.com/mainHTML.cfm?page=greatencounters26.html - Describes  

 the interactions between Dizzy Gillespie and Cab Calloway

��� http://hnn.us/roundup/entries/8085.html - An article on Gillespie’s presidential campaign

��� http://music.ippreciation.com/?q=node/380 - Describes Charlie Parker and Gillespie creating  

 bebop jazz

��� http://www.apassion4jazz.net/timeline.html - Jazz Timeline

 YouTube Links
��� http://www.last.fm/music/Dizzy+Gillespie - Dizzy Gillespie Radio and song excerpts

��� http://www.emusic.com/browse/b/b/-dbm/a/0-0/1010559668/0.html - Excerpts from each of  

 Dizzy Gillespie’s albums

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wp4BpN-YMck - Shaw ‘Nuff, Dizzy Gillespie and 

 Charlie Parker

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o1s5CWbYyao - Manteca, Dizzy Gillespie

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=09BB1pci8_o - Bebop, Dizzy Gillespie

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4rMiD8UUcd0 - Koko, Dizzy Gillespie and Charlie Parker

�� Now play some pre-bepop songs for the class. For example, 
 
Duke Ellington’s I Let a Song Go Out of My Heart  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XVL6ursX7ZQ 
 
Joe King Oliver’s Riverside Blues http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j_WbQYdQty0 
 
Louis Armstrong’s West End Blues http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f5Hbh_-IRs8 

Discuss how these pieces are different and similar to Gillespie’s bebop tunes.

http://www.funmusicco.com/private/pmlp_module_4/resources
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dizzy_Gillespie
http://www.jerryjazzmusician.com/mainHTML.cfm?page=greatencounters26.html
http://www.jerryjazzmusician.com/mainHTML.cfm?page=greatencounters26.html
http://music.ippreciation.com/?q=node/380
http://music.ippreciation.com/?q=node/380
http://www.apassion4jazz.net/timeline.html
http://www.last.fm/music/Dizzy+Gillespie
http://www.emusic.com/browse/b/b/-dbm/a/0-0/1010559668/0.html
http://www.emusic.com/browse/b/b/-dbm/a/0-0/1010559668/0.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wp4BpN-YMck
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wp4BpN-YMck
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o1s5CWbYyao
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=09BB1pci8_o
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4rMiD8UUcd0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XVL6ursX7ZQ%0D
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j_WbQYdQty
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f5Hbh_-IRs8
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 10 Dizzy Gillespie

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Clp9AeBdgL0 - Hot House, Dizzy Gillespie and 

 Charlie Parker

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kOmA8LOw258 - Salt Peanuts, Dizzy Gillespie

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hXdpIaEOETo - A Night in Tunisia, Dizzy Gillespie

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-aksce4oJsU - Oh Bop Sh’ Bam, Dizzy Gillespie and 

 Charlie Parker

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kzjWrABPfaM - Blue ‘N’ Boogie, Dizzy Gillespie

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZO1uMjz3n3w - Umbrella Man, Louis Armstrong and 

 Dizzy Gillespie

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Clp9AeBdgL0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Clp9AeBdgL0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kOmA8LOw258
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hXdpIaEOETo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-aksce4oJsU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-aksce4oJsU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kzjWrABPfaM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZO1uMjz3n3w
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZO1uMjz3n3w
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 11 Charlie Parker

 Lesson Ideas
 Younger Students

�� Students can create an acrostic poem by writing Charlie Parker’s name down the left 
side of a piece of paper. Students use each letter of his name to begin a word or phrase 
of poetry. Students use what they learned about Charlie Parker to create the poem. It 
should be set up like this:

C 
H 
A 
R 
L 
I 
E 
  
P 
A 
R 
K 
E 
R

�� Ask students to create a baseball card for Charlie Parker. They should include a picture 
and any ‘stats’ that may be important to his life. 

 Older Students

�� 2UJDQL]H�D�ERDUG�JDPH�DFWLYLW\�IRU�\RXU�VWXGHQWV. 
Student Instructions: Create a board game. Come up with at least 15 questions about 
Charlie Parker that you could use in your game. Draw out the board. (You may want 
to think back to games like CandyLand© or Chutes and Ladders© for inspiration on your 
board.) Create a list of rules for your game and any game pieces that need to be used. 
(For example, perhaps the person can only move ahead on the board if he or she answers 
the question correctly.) Spinners, dice and cards can all be used in your game 
if necessary.

�� Charlie Parker was a musical genius but suffered from addiction, nervous breakdowns 
and mental illness. Discuss with your students the stigma that still surrounds mental 
illness today. Assign each of your students a particular mental illness, such as depression, 
bipolar disorder, schizophrenia, anxiety disorder, addiction and eating disorders, to 
research. Ask them to prepare a brochure, slideshow, poster, report or work of art that 
depicts the symptoms of the disorder, the cause, the statistics in Australia for that illness 
and treatment options. 

 Listening Activity

�� Charlie Parker appreciated classical music and wanted to collaborate with orchestral 
musicians. In 1949, he collaborated with a chamber and jazz musicians to create the 
album entitled %LUG�ZLWK�6WULQJV. Play some of the songs from the album, such as Just 
Friends and April in Paris, for the class. Ask your students to write down all of the 
instruments they hear in the pieces. Review the correct responses after the activity [alto 
sax, bass, drums, violins, viola, cello, harp, piano].



Printable Music Lesson Plans - Great Artists of Jazz and Blues - Lesson Plan 11 - Page 2 © 2009 Fun Music Company

 11 Charlie Parker

Suggested Listening List

Links to download recordings from iTunes & view on YouTube are available in the Resources Area

http://www.funmusicco.com/private/pmlp_module_4/resources

��� Cherokee, Charlie Parker

��� Now’s the Time, Charlie Parker

��� Parker’s Mood, Charlie Parker

��� Blues for Alice, Charlie Parker, where he invented a new form of 12-bar blues, nicknamed  

 “Bird Changes”

��� Ornithology, Billie’s Bounce, Charlie Parker

��� Anthropology, Charlie Parker

��� &RQÀUPDWLRQ, Charlie Parker

��� Koko, Charlie Parker and Dizzy Gillespie

��� Jazz at Massey Hall (album), featuring a live performance by “The Quintet”: Charlie Parker,  

 Dizzy Gillespie, Bud Powell, Charles Mingus and Max Roach

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rlkiz6r5Hb0 - Just Friends

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tw0rVXblI6g - April in Paris

�� Charlie Parker, Dizzy Gillespie, Thelonius Monk and other contemporaries created 
a new form of jazz called “bebop”, although Parker did not like this term. Bebop 
is characterized by improvisation, amazing technical ability, quick tempo and 
experimentation with harmonies. In Parker’s case, he extended chord intervals to 
elevenths and thirteenths and was able to work in key-changes skillfully during jam 
sessions. Play two of Charlie Parker’s songs symbolic of the beginning of bebop: 
Cherokee and Koko (See YouTube Links). Ask students to write down words to describe 
these songs on one side of the page. 

Next, play some pre-bebop tunes, such as Duke Ellington’s It Don’t Mean a Thing and 
)OHWFKHU�+HQGHUVRQ·V�6KDQJKDL�6KXIÁH. Ask students to write words describing these 
songs on the other side of the page. 

Discuss with the class the similarities and differences between the two styles of jazz.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qDQpZT3GhDg - It Don’t Mean a Thing 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rMTnr5tzgP4 - 6KDQJKDL�6KXIÁH

http://www.funmusicco.com/private/pmlp_module_4/resources
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rlkiz6r5Hb0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tw0rVXblI6g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qDQpZT3GhDg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rMTnr5tzgP4
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 11 Charlie Parker

 Internet Links
 

��� KWWS���ZZZ�FPJZZ�FRP�PXVLF�SDUNHU�LQGH[�SKS���7KH�2IÀFLDO�6LWH�RI�&KDUOLH�3DUNHU

��� http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charlie_Parker - A comprehensive description of Charlie 

 Parker’s life

��� http://bjp.rcpsych.org/cgi/content/full/183/3/255 - An article discussing famous jazz

 musicians with mental illness, including Charlie Parker

 YouTube Links
 

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=00ezGLkhw8o - Cherokee, Charlie Parker

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wxW8Xcp0r6s - Parker’s Mood, Charlie Parker

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WbwA8cAWjv8 - Wee (Allen’s Alley), “The Quintet”, Live  

 at Massey Hall

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rFIG-2Grclg - Salt Peanuts, “The Quintet”, Live at 

 Massey Hall

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nhxn2LwU328 - Blues for Alice, Charlie Parker

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DEeISJ0wr48 – Ornithology, Charlie Parker

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PDzCRjHVhZc – Billie’s Bounce, Charlie Parker

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AMuItUv9xZc - Anthropology, Charlie Parker

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3XA_Jugejto - &RQÀUPDWLRQ, Charlie Parker

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4rMiD8UUcd0 - Koko, Charlie Parker and Dizzy Gillespie

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3fY41-lEEYs - Now’s the Time, Charlie Parker

http://www.cmgww.com/music/parker/index.php
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charlie_Parker
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charlie_Parker
http://bjp.rcpsych.org/cgi/content/full/183/3/255
http://bjp.rcpsych.org/cgi/content/full/183/3/255
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=00ezGLkhw8o
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wxW8Xcp0r6s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WbwA8cAWjv8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WbwA8cAWjv8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rFIG-2Grclg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rFIG-2Grclg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nhxn2LwU328
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DEeISJ0wr48
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PDzCRjHVhZc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AMuItUv9xZc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3XA_Jugejto
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4rMiD8UUcd0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3fY41-lEEYs
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 12 MILES DAVIS

 Lesson Ideas
 Younger Students

�� Show the class some videos of Miles Davis’ performances. Discuss with your students his 

posture and why his style may have helped or hurt his playing. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LGBPSx1Zxlo - Human Nature, Miles Davis 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TR5b0Eryr1U - So What, Miles Davis 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxSFSdcGPLM - Miles Davis live in Berlin (1973) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_whk6m67VE - Miles Quintet live in  
Stockholm (1963)

�� Divide students into groups and allow each group to host a Miles Davis radio show. 

Encourage students to play songs representing a variety of Davis’ styles (such as Be-bop, 

hard bop, fusion and jazz rap) and to intersperse the songs with commentary. Have each 

group present their show for the class.

 Older Students

�� Unfortunately, Miles Davis had a substance abuse problem. Friends had warned Davis 

early in his career to stay away from Charlie Parker, possibly because he was a known 

GUXJ�XVHU��$VN�VWXGHQWV�WR�ZULWH�D�UHÁHFWLYH�HVVD\�DQVZHULQJ�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�´:KDW�ZRXOG�
you do if someone you admired had a substance abuse problem?”

�� Have students research Miles Davis and the musicians he played with and make a ‘family 

tree’ or web. They can start with Miles Davis and branch out to include the different 

musicians he worked with.

�� At one point in his career (1954), Miles Davis refused to play with Thelonius Monk 

EHFDXVH�KH�IRXQG�KLV�PXVLF�´WRR�GLVWXUELQJµ��3OD\�VRPH�7KHORQLXV�0RQN�VRQJV�DQG�KDYH�
students write a review of the music. Ask them to also compare and contrast Monk 

and Davis.

Refer to the YouTube Links section to hear Miles Davis songs. 

To hear excerpts of many of Monk’s songs, visit: 

http://www.emusic.com/artist/Thelonious-Monk-MP3-Download/10562093.html

�� Miles Davis admired Charlie Parker and Dizzy Gillespie. Ask students to compare and 

contrast their playing styles.

Refer to the YouTube Links section to hear Miles Davis songs.

To listen to Charlie Parker, visit: http://www.nutsie.com/music/Charlie%20Parker 

To listen to Dizzy Gillespie, visit: http://ww.nutsie.com/music/Dizzy%20Gillespie 

 Listening Activity

$OORZ�VWXGHQWV�WR�ÀQG�VRQJV�RQOLQH�WKDW�VKRZFDVH�0LOHV�'DYLV·�PXVLFDO�WLPHOLQH��IURP�
bebop to fusion. They should label a timeline indicating the years, musical style and 

characteristics and examples songs. They should also compare and contrast the styles 

and voice their opinions of the music.

If you prefer, for the class, play a song from each musical genre and have an open 

discussion about the similarities and differences and the style the students prefer.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LGBPSx1Zxlo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TR5b0Eryr1U
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxSFSdcGPLM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_whk6m67VE
http://www.emusic.com/artist/Thelonious-Monk-MP3-Download/10562093.html
http://www.nutsie.com/music/Charlie%20Parker
http://ww.nutsie.com/music/Dizzy%20Gillespie
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For example:

Bebop - Thriving on a Riff (1945), Miles Davies, Charlie Parker, Dizzy Gillespie, Curley 

5XVVHOO�DQG�0D[�5RDFK���KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y (�NXQEKT\K<

Cool Jazz – Move from the album Birth of the Cool (1950, released in 1957), Miles Davis 

1RQHW���KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y �:M8�H;<:J�

Hard Bop – Woody ‘N’ You (1952), Miles Davis Sextet - http://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=PlhZ9lrrOVI

Third Stream (Classical music incorporated with jazz) – Miles Ahead (1957), Miles Davis 

and Gil Evans - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvks2xDhwyE

Modal Jazz – So What (1959), Miles Davis  

KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y ]T17OW2*K�F	RE DY�Q

-D]]�IXVLRQ��LQFRUSRUDWHV�IXQN�DQG�5	%��²�Stuff (1968), Miles Davis 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uT_Zo5uIuTM

Jazz Rap – The Doo Bop Song (1991), Miles Davis and Easy Mo Bee 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_B1j6tLEjiA

Suggested Listening List 

/LQNV�WR�GRZQORDG�UHFRUGLQJV�IURP�L7XQHV�	�YLHZ�RQ�<RX7XEH�DUH�DYDLODEOH�LQ�WKH�5HVRXUFHV�$UHD

http://www.funmusicco.com/private/pmlp_module_4/resources

��� So What – Miles Davis

��� All Blues – Miles Davis Quintet

��� It Never Entered My Mind – Miles Davis

��� Freddie Freeloader  – Miles Davis

��� Tutu – Miles Davis and Marcus Miller

��� Time After Time – Miles Davis

��� Country Son – Miles Davis

��� Bitches Brew – Miles Davis

Internet Links
��� KWWS���ZZZ�PLOHVGDYLV�FRP���7KH�2IÀFLDO�0LOHV�'DYLV�ZHEVLWH

��� http://www.allaboutjazz.com/php/musician.php?id=6144 - A comprehensive site that includes 

� 0LOHV�'DYLV·�ELRJUDSK\��GLVFRJUDSK\��DUWLFOHV��YLGHRV�DQG�VRQJ��DOEXP�DQG�ÀOP�UHYLHZV

��� http://pbskids.org/jazz/nowthen/miles.html - A biography on Miles Davis written for kids

��� http://www.allaboutjazz.com/php/article.php?id=2137 - Brief description of most of Miles 

 Davis’ musical styles

��� http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miles_Davis - Describes the evolution of Miles Davis’ styles from 

 bebop to fusion and jazz rap

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E5kunbhqyhY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4WjU4eXYWg4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PlhZ9lrrOVI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PlhZ9lrrOVI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvks2xDhwyE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zqNTltOGh5c&ob=av2n%0D
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uT_Zo5uIuTM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_B1j6tLEjiA
http://www.funmusicco.com/private/pmlp_module_4/resources
http://www.milesdavis.com
http://www.allaboutjazz.com/php/musician.php?id=6144
http://www.allaboutjazz.com/php/musician.php?id=6144
http://pbskids.org/jazz/nowthen/miles.html
http://www.allaboutjazz.com/php/article.php?id=2137
http://www.allaboutjazz.com/php/article.php?id=2137
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miles_Davis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miles_Davis
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YouTube Links
 

��� http://www.last.fm/music/Miles+Davis - Miles Davis radio and excerpts from his songs

��� KWWS���ZZZ�HPXVLF�FRP�VHDUFK�KWPO"PRGH [	47 PLOHV�GDYLV���$�FKDQFH�WR�OLVWHQ�WR�H[FHUSWV��

 from all of Miles Davis’ CDs

��� KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y TO,8��1�:<����So What, Miles Davis and John Coltrane

��� KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y -HT�];�)%2Z���Tutu, Miles Davis and Marcus Miller

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFTp2O0ywyw - All Blues, Miles Davis Quintet

��� KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y �],VMI:$GJN���It Never Entered My Mind, Miles Davis

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RPfFhfSuUZ4 - Freddie Freeloader, Miles Davis

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OddHP8_Em7s - Time After Time, Miles Davis

��� KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y 431E=�;$7NF���Country Son, Miles Davis 

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qn6yP7EiiK0 - Bitches Brew, Miles Davis

http://www.last.fm/music/Miles+Davis
http://www.emusic.com/search.html?mode=x&QT=miles+davis
http://www.emusic.com/search.html?mode=x&QT=miles+davis
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qlIU-2N7WY4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jeq7zX5FBOw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFTp2O0ywyw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3zIsjfWAdgk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RPfFhfSuUZ4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OddHP8_Em7s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QPNbZ-XATkc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qn6yP7EiiK0
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 Lesson Ideas
 Younger Students

�� Show samples of 1980s record albums (available at most secondhand shops). Each 
student will need art supplies (paints or markers, crayons, glue, scissors, etc.) and a 
piece of strong poster board or cardboard that has the same dimensions as a record 
album (about 12 inches squared). Have each student design their own record album for 
their own 1980s inspired jazz band.

�� Herbie Hancock composed the soundtrack for Bill Cosby’s cartoon Fat Albert in the 
late 60s. The songs are recorded on his album Fat Albert Rotunda. Without telling the 
students the name of the cartoon, play the songs from the soundtrack and ask them to 
draw some cartoon characters they imagine based on the music they hear. You can play 
the songs from the musthear.com site:  
http://www.musthear.com/music/reviews/herbie-hancock/fat-albert-rotunda/

�� Once the students are done drawing, show them a YouTube video of the actual Fat Albert 
characters. For example, you can show them the opening theme clip. (Note, the theme 
song was written by Ricky Sheldon and Edward Fournier).  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6WT-fxBNKs8

 Older Students

�� Herbie Hancock’s musical career has spanned over seven decades. Throughout that time 
he has experimented with jazz, dance, funk and pop. He has won a dozen Grammys, 
the most recent in 2007, which shows that Hancock still creates amazing music. Choose 
sample tunes representing different time periods in Hancock’s life, such as Cantaloupe 
Island (1964), Chameleon (1973), Rockit (1983) and the remix of Imagine from the 
Imagine Project (2010). (Consult the “YouTube Links” section to play these tunes). Ask 
the students the following questions after they listen to Hancock’s songs:

�� How are these songs similar musically?

�� How are these pieces different musically?

�� Which song do you prefer and why?

�� In 2010, Herbie Hancock created the album Imagine Project – a collaboration of 
musicians from around the world to promote global peace and humanity. Ask students to 
make a mixed CD or a photo slide show accompanied with music that includes 10 songs 
from various cultures around the world. They should also include some voice or print 
PHVVDJHV�WKDW�EULHÁ\�GHVFULEH�HDFK�FXOWXUH�DQG�SURPRWH�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�IRU�KXPDQLW\��,W�
might assist students if you show them the Imagine Project DVD Teaser on the Imagine 
Project site (herbiehancock.com).

 
 Listening Activity
�� Divide the class into groups of 4-6 students. Play an excerpt of Hancock’s Cantaloupe 

Island (about 2-3 minutes). Discuss the music in terms of rhythm, instrumentation, 
timbre, feel, melody, and harmony (For example, “Would you consider this as hot jazz 
or cool jazz? Why?”) Have each group write a poem describing what they heard and felt 
as they listened to Herbie Hancock’s smooth jazz tune. Replay Cantaloupe Island and 
have one student from each group recite their group’s poem as the music plays in the 
background.

http://www.musthear.com/music/reviews/herbie-hancock/fat-albert-rotunda/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6WT-fxBNKs8
herbiehancock.com


Printable Music Lesson Plans - Great Artists of Jazz and Blues - Lesson Plan 13 - Page 2 © 2009 Fun Music Company

 13 Herbie Hancock

�� ([WHQGHG�7HFKQRORJ\�$FWLYLW\��$OWKRXJK�+HUELH�+DQFRFN�ÀUVW�JDLQHG�IDPH�IRU�SOD\LQJ�ZLWK�
Miles Davis and other great jazz legends, the popular dance song Rockit launched Herbie 
Hancock into stardom with its crazy DJ mix, synths, and addictive beat. Play Herbie 
Hancock’s Rockit. Encourage students to mix their own dance beats using DJ simulators 
like Master Mixer, DJ Scratch Simulator or WD-1 DJ Trainer. Optional: Have students 
experiment with live mixing using an old record player and some used records (that you 
don’t care about anymore!).  
 
http://www.onlinedjgames.com/master-mixer.php - Master Mixer 
http://www.onlinedjgames.com/dj-scratch-simulator.php - DJ Scratch Simulator 
http://worteldrie.com/WD-1/index.html - WD-1 DJ Trainer

 Suggested Listening List
 Links to download recordings from iTunes & view on YouTube are available in the 

 Resources Area

 http://www.funmusicco.com/private/pmlp_module_4/resources

��� Walkin’ - Miles David 2nd Quintet (includes Herbie Hancock)

��� Watermelon Man - Herbie Hancock

��� St. Louis Blues - Herbie Hancock

��� Sound System - Herbie Hancock

��� I Thought It Was You - Herbie Hancock

��� Manhattan - Herbie Hancock (piano solo)

��� Cantaloupe Island - Herbie Hancock

��� Chameleon - Herbie Hancock

��� Rockit - Herbie Hancock

��� Imagine – arranged by Herbie Hancock, from the Imagine Project

��� Don’t Give Up  – Herbie Hancock, Pink and John Legend, from the Imagine Project

 Internet Links 

��� http://www.herbiehancock.com - The Imagine Project (Herbie Hancock)

��� KWWS���ZZZ�KHUELHKDQFRFN�FRP�KRPH�SKS���7KH�HVVHQWLDO�DQG�RIÀFLDO�+HUELH�+DQFRFN�

 website: Biography, audio links, and photo gallery available, as well as discography 

��� http://www.allaboutjazz.com/php/musician.php?id=7381 - All About Jazz: Herbie Hancock

 Excellent online data base of the greatest jazz legends 

��� http://www.pbs.org/jazz/biography/artist_id_hancock_herbie.htm - A biography about Herbie 

 Hancock from the PBS jazz education website featuring great jazz musicians, audio, links for  

 kids, and teacher resources

 YouTube Links 

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xfsnVYVd3iI - Cantaloupe Island, Herbie Hancock

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcjkA5ZAWQo - Chameleon, Herbie Hancock

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nK0Pi4wC8Hk - Rockit Music Video, Herbie Hancock

http://www.onlinedjgames.com/master-mixer.php
http://www.onlinedjgames.com/dj-scratch-simulator.php
http://worteldrie.com/WD-1/index.html
http://www.funmusicco.com/private/pmlp_module_4/resources
http://www.herbiehancock.com
http://www.herbiehancock.com/home.php
http://www.herbiehancock.com/home.php
http://www.allaboutjazz.com/php/musician.php?id=7381
http://www.allaboutjazz.com/php/musician.php?id=7381
http://www.pbs.org/jazz/biography/artist_id_hancock_herbie.htm
http://www.pbs.org/jazz/biography/artist_id_hancock_herbie.htm
http://www.pbs.org/jazz/biography/artist_id_hancock_herbie.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xfsnVYVd3iI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcjkA5ZAWQo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nK0Pi4wC8Hk
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��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lzB_MGW0K38 - Imagine (Imagine Project), Herbie 

 Hancock featuring Pink, Seal, India Arie, Jeff Beck, Kokono #1, Jeff Beck and Oumou Sangare

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jo5GcYeh7XA - Watermelon Man, Herbie Hancock 

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cTfBpKzu6XA - Walkin’, Miles David 2nd Quintet

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Yzb2PuPZXc - Agitation, Miles David 2nd Quintet

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8H_wz_fJ1Cw - Sound System, Herbie Hancock live

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Lkg8mBFjEA - St. Louis Blues, Herbie Hancock and 

 Stevie Wonder

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2q25nUY3iEE - I Thought It Was You, Herbie Hancock

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9O1ZLgQpSgA - Manhattan, Herbie Hancock

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uVQxSFG-ahk - Don’t Give Up, Herbie Hancock, Pink and

 John Legend performing in the studio!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lzB_MGW0K38
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lzB_MGW0K38
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jo5GcYeh7XA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cTfBpKzu6XA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Yzb2PuPZXc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8H_wz_fJ1Cw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Lkg8mBFjEA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Lkg8mBFjEA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2q25nUY3iEE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9O1ZLgQpSgA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uVQxSFG-ahk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uVQxSFG-ahk
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 Lesson Ideas
 Younger Students

�� After students have learned about BB King’s guitar Lucille, ask them to create a 

children’s book about BB’s passion for the blues and his relationship with Lucille. 

Encourage them to create a simple tale with illustrations. Listening to and/or reading 

the following links will help the students learn more about Lucille:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Y8QxOjuYHg 

http://www.lyricsmania.com/lucille_lyrics_bb_king.html

�� Ask students to imagine their school is presenting BB King with a life time 

achievement award. Divide students into small groups. Ask each group to write a short 

FRPPHPRUDWLYH�VSHHFK�IRU�WKH�DZDUGV�FHUHPRQ\��7KHLU�VSHHFKHV�FRXOG�LQFOXGH�ÀYH�RI�
his top accomplishments and they could choose a favorite BB King song to play in the 

background. Ask each group to present their speech to the class.

 Older Students

�� Play Why I Sing the Blues for the class: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uixMv902Ui0

3DVV�RXW�WKH�O\ULFV�WR�WKH�ÀUVW�WKUHH�YHUVHV��LQ�WKH�WDEOH�EHORZ��WR�HDFK�VWXGHQW��
Challenge students to write a new fourth verse to BB King’s song and sing it with a 

passionate and bluesy voice for the class.

Lyrics courtesy of http://www.sing365.com

�� There is a BB King Museum in Indianola, Mississippi, a city close to where King was born. 

7KH�PXVHXP�LV�EURNHQ�XS�LQWR�IRXU�VHFWLRQV��%%·V�FKLOGKRRG������V���WKH�EHJLQQLQJV�RI�
KLV�FDUHHU������V���KLV�WLPH�WRXULQJ�DFURVV�DOO�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DQG�RYHUVHDV������V����
and an interactive blues music and instrument exhibit. Ask students to create a drawing, 

diagram, story board, model or other artifact to put on display in one of the sections of 

the museum. 

 Listening Activity

�� BB King’s Live at the Regal is considered by some to be the best blues album of all time. 

Musicians like Eric Clapton and John Mayer listen to the album to get inspired before 

WKH\�SHUIRUP�LQ�IURQW�RI�D�OLYH�DXGLHQFH��6HW�RXW�D�UDQJH�RI�FUHDWLYH�PDWHULDOV�IRU�\RXU�
VWXGHQWV�WR�XVH��SHQFLOV��SDSHU��FOD\��SDLQWV��PDUNHUV��\DUQ��JOXH��ZRRG��UHXVDEOH�MXQN��
HWF���3OD\�VRQJV�IURP�Live at the Regal and tell students to let the music inspire them to 

create a poem, piece of art, a new invention or anything the music motivates. 

Everybody wants to know 
Why I sing the blues 
Yes, I say everybody wanna 
know 
Why I sing the blues 
Well, I’ve been around a 
long time 
I really have paid my dues 
 

:KHQ�,�ÀUVW�JRW�WKH�EOXHV 
They brought me over on a 
ship 
Men were standing over me 
And a lot more with a whip 
And everybody wanna know 
Why I sing the blues 
Well, I’ve been around a 
long time 
Mm, I’ve really paid my dues

,·YH�ODLG�LQ�D�JKHWWR�ÁDW 
Cold and numb 
I heard the rats tell the 
bedbugs 
To give the roaches some 
Everybody wanna know 
Why I’m singing the blues 
Yes, I’ve been around a long 
time 
People, I’ve paid my dues

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Y8QxOjuYHg
http://www.lyricsmania.com/lucille_lyrics_bb_king.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uixMv902Ui0
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Borrow Live at the Regal from the library or use the following links:

KWWS���ZZZ�FGXQLYHUVH�FRP�VHDUFK�[[�PXVLF�SLG���������D�/LYH�$W�7KH�5HJDO�KWP 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IYxPz7KpdG8 

KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y :6=XZ7=D7MN 

KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y 6&R'JYD�W4R 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YpnJry5Buak

 Suggested Listening List
/LQNV�WR�GRZQORDG�UHFRUGLQJV�IURP�L7XQHV�	�YLHZ�RQ�<RX7XEH�DUH�DYDLODEOH�LQ�WKH�5HVRXUFHV�$UHD

http://www.funmusicco.com/private/pmlp_module_4/resources

��� Woke Up This Morning - BB King

��� Ain’t Nobody Home - BB King

��� The Thrill Is Gone - BB King

��� Three O’Clock Blues - BB King

��� You Upset Me Baby - BB King

��� Don’t Answer the Door - BB King

��� Slow Blues - BB King and Jimi Hendrix 

��� When Love Comes to Town - U2 and BB King

��� Rock Me Baby - BB King

 Internet Links 

��� KWWS���ZZZ�EENLQJ�FRP���7KH�%%�.LQJ�2IÀFLDO�:HEVLWH

��� http://www.whosdatedwho.com/music/songs/b-b-king.htm - Provides a range of BB King songs 

 and their lyrics

��� http://www.jazzandbluesmasters.com/bbking.htm - A detailed biography on BB King

��� http://www.bbkingmuseum.org - The BB King Museum

��� http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B.B._King - A detailed description of BB King’s life

 YouTube Links 

��� http://ZZZ�ODVW�IP�PXVLF�%�%��.LQJ���%%�.LQJ�5DGLR�DQG�H[FHUSWV�IURP�VRPH�RI�KLV�VRQJV

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nDh_Fg4G0uE - Woke Up This Morning, BB King

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0yk_PaywkX8 - Ain’t Nobody Home, BB King

��� KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y :�[6S,5<D�,���Three O’Clock Blues, BB King

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4fk2prKnYnI - Thrill is Gone��%%�.LQJ��OLYH�

��� KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y 4-�T<�-6UY$���You Upset Me Baby, BB King Live At 

� WKH�5HJDO

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zlh9X79wQvw - Don’t Answer the Door, BB King

��� KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y Z\X6'DM=71R���Since I Met You Baby, BB King and 

 Gary Moore

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M4PUa-CvUno - Slow Blues, BB King and Jimi Hendrix

��� KWWS���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y WK�N4(5���0���When Love Comes to Town, U2 and

 BB King

��� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F4OXrmxDp44 - Rock

 Me Baby, BB King, Eric Clapton, Buddy Guy and Jim Vaughan

http://www.cduniverse.com/search/xx/music/pid/1104036/a/Live+At+The+Regal.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IYxPz7KpdG8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WSZuwTZaTjk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SCoDgva6tQo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YpnJry5Buak
http://www.funmusicco.com/private/pmlp_module_4/resources
http://www.bbking.com
http://www.whosdatedwho.com/music/songs/b-b-king.htm'
http://www.whosdatedwho.com/music/songs/b-b-king.htm'
http://www.jazzandbluesmasters.com/bbking.htm
http://www.bbkingmuseum.org
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B.B._King
http://www.last.fm/music/B.B.+King
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nDh_Fg4G0uE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0yk_PaywkX8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W6xSpIRYa7I
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4fk2prKnYnI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QJ4qY6JSrvA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QJ4qY6JSrvA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zlh9X79wQvw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wyuSDajZTNo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wyuSDajZTNo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M4PUa-CvUno
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=th1kQER770M
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=th1kQER770M
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F4OXrmxDp44
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F4OXrmxDp44
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1 Scott Joplin
 Word Search
K           G   P     P

I R U O S S I M   A   I    R  U

  O M A R C H  R   A     E  L

   Y     F   N      N  I

Z T L A W P L A S C O T T J O P L I N T

T     E E           A  Z

     L N C      T    T  E

    E O O       E    R  R

   L J N    R    X    E  

  P N T      O   A    T 

 A A R        Y  S    N 

M B A          A     E 

 C            L    E 

T          H    T   H 

O          S     I  T 

 P         I      E  

  E        L       S 

   R       B 

    A      U 

          P 

Questions

1 What was Scott Joplin’s nickname?
2 What were two of Scott Joplin’s famous piano pieces?
3 Why is Ragtime music called “Ragtime”?
�� :KHUH�GLG�6FRWW�-RSOLQ�ÀUVW�OHDUQ�WR�SOD\�WKH�SLDQR"
5 Who was Joplin’s piano teacher?
6 What did Mr. Weiss do for Scott Joplin when he saw his musical talent?
7 What age was Scott Joplin when he died?
�� :KHQ�GLG�6FRWW�-RSOLQ�ÀUVW�SXEOLVK�Maple Leaf Rag?
9 What would a ragtime piece sound like if you took away the syncopation?
10 How much royalty did Scott Joplin receive for Maple Leaf Rag?
��� :KDW�ÀOP�PDGH�6FRWW�-RSOLQ·V�PXVLF�IDPRXV�LQ�WKH�����·V"
12 How many ragtime piano pieces did Scott Joplin write?
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2 Duke Ellington

Crossword

H

T

WE

E

N

I

P

G

A

E

O

T

R

E

N

A
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M

E G L

A DT A

IA

H

.

D

S

T R

L

II

S

E

ST

S S

HW

O P

I L

M

E

K

I

T

S

DNA

N

Word Fall
Why did Duke start playing piano again?
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5 Count Basie
 Scramble puzzles
1 COUNT BASIE
2 KATIE CRIPEN AND HER KIDS
3 SONNY GREER
4 BIG BAND
5 FAMOUS DOOR

3 Louis Armstrong
 Heebie Jeebies
 Instrumental 
 piano, banjo, cornet, trombone and clarinet

 Lyrics
1 heebies
2 jeebies
3 dance
4 boys
5 pleases
6 blue
7 teach
8 jeebies
9 ma’am
10 dance
� 6FDWWLQJ�ÀOO�LQ�WKH�EODQNV�²�MXVW�IRU�IXQ
11 come
12 heebie
13 mama
14 Papa

 Word Patch
1 Louis, cornet
2 New Orleans, scat
3 jazz, Satchmo
4 trumpet, Creole
5 Hello, Dolly

4 Benny Goodman

 Cryptogram
  Benny Goodman was known as the King of Swing, The Professor, The Patriarch of the Clarinet,   
 the King of Jazz, and Swing’s Senior Statesman.

 Maze
 Right, down, right, down, down, left, left, down.
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5 Glenn Miller
 
Swing Time Rhyme

1 Miller
2 Big Band
3 trombone
4 Army or Air Force
7 Plane
8 Chattanooga Choo Choo

 
Word Search

o a b s o m m o n a r t f o

p l a n e d r r a d i o e a

e r e l n r i i n n o y r h

a a f t b t e a e t m t g o

b m t r s h b n b r s e o o

t a r a w g a a a e o m m z

b d u e i i l t h d o i b a

a i d b n l a c e a e l e m

t w o w g n r l r e a i a a

g u j n w o r b e l t t i l

t r o m b o n e m d o a o a

a s d o o m e h t n i r e k

s i n j i r n l e a l y r b

r s b p t o t u g b l a r n

6 Ella Fitzgerald
 Crossword Puzzle
 Across
3 Gershwin
4 Scat
6 Chick Webb
7 Nursery Rhyme
10 BeBop
11 Drummer
12  Appollo
13  First Lady of Song

 Down
1 Amateur
2 Armstrong
5 Albums
6 Carnegie Hall
8 Vocalist
9 Judy



T A S O R L N Q J A R B

I O I V P E Z Z A L O Q

A N E I M H D T V J N A

R B S T A D C E S R E Z

M M A I F R L I Z P L M

N S R N G Z E M C W T E

H T V X E B N J O H X N

R G F D J H S H B F I A

C O E R A G Y E L D L C

N U K O L C A D A B K H

G Z B P Z N R D Y G S Y
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 S A R A H  V A U G H A N ‘ S  
 C O N T R A L T O  V O C A L
 R A N G E  S P A N N E D
 O V E R  T H R E E
 O C T A V E S . 

 Word Scramble
1 Sarah

2 Apollo Night Club

3  Vaughan

4 Glissandi

5 Ella Fitzgerald

6 Variety Show

7 Scatting

8 Hollywood

9 Whitehouse

9 Sarah Vaughan

Word Fall

What was the one thing Sarah Vaughan Struggled 

with throughout her life as a performer?

Stage Fright

  Jazz and Blues fun sheets answer key

Vocabulary Maze
1 Eleanora

2 Jazz

3 Harlem

4 Child

5 Lady Day

6 Gardenias

7 Improvisation

8 Armstrong

Letter Cross Out
1 Torch Song

2 Strange Fruit

3 Benny Goodman

4 Natural ear

5 Ella Fitzgerald

6 Swing

8 Billie Holiday

 Vocabulary Maze
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    C H E E K S             

              O     

          J O H N      

            A       

           I        

          P         

    B       C        

    E       H        

    R   G    E       

    E   Y    R Y 

    T   E    A  

C H A R L I E  B  W W 

 A M B A S S A D O R  H 

        L  P  A 

       L     R 

      A B E L L  L 

     C       E 

            M 

    A F R O C U B A N       

10 Dizzy Gillespie

 Word Search

1 John
2 Afro-Cuban
3 bebop
4 Charlie
5 Piano
6 bell
7 Ambassador
8 Cheraw
9 Calloway
10 beret
11 cheeks
12 Harlem

Famous Songs
1 Groovin’ High
2 A Night in Tunisia
3 Hot House
4 Salt Peanuts
5 Koko
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11 Charlie Parker

 Crossword Puzzle
 Across 
3 JoJones

6 Yardbird

8 Married

9 Bebop

10 Ornithology

11 Woodshed

12 Kansascity

 Down 
�� ÀIWHHQ

2 Birdland

4 Strike

5 Stamp

7 DizzyGillespie

ABCS
Answers will vary

  Jazz and Blues fun sheets answer key

 Scramble
1 Pr(o)dig(y)

2 (N)on(e)t

3 (S)tem(l)ess

4 Jazz Fusi(o)n

5 Rou(n)d Mid(n)i(g)ht

6 Illi(n)ois

7 (T)rump(e)t

8 Juilli(a)(r)d

9 (C)harli(e) P(a)rket

10 Pe(d)al

11 (V)ery su(r)e

12 (W)hite

12 Miles Davis

Fill in the squares
Answers will vary

Bonus
New England Conservatory
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10 Herbie Hancock

 Crossword Puzzle
 Across 
3 Chameleon

6 Piano

7 Synthesizer

8 Canteloupe Island

11 Imagine

12 Jazz Fusion

14 Keyboards

 Down 
1 Watermelon man

3 Manhattan

4 eleven

5 engineering

9 Davis

10  Grammy

13 Funk

  Jazz and Blues fun sheets answer key

 Fill in the squares
 Answers will vary

 Crypto-quote
 “When I sing, I play in my mind;  

 the minute I stop singing orally,

 I start to sing by playing Lucille.”

14 BB King
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Afro-Cuban

Style of jazz that started in the 1940’s that incorporated Latin rhythms with Bebop.

Arrangers

People who would adapt, or arrange music that was already written music for different 
types of performing groups.

Bebop

Style of jazz popular during the 1940’s.  Bebop is characterized by fast tempos and im-
SURYLVDWLRQ���6RORV�DUH�ÀOOHG�ZLWK�HLJKWK�QRWH�UXQV�

Big Band

Became popular in the 1930’s and 1940’s.  Consisted of  saxophone, trombone, trumpet, 
and rhythm sections, and a vocalist.  

Blue Notes

1RWHV�WKDW�DUH�VXQJ�RU�SOD\HG�ORZHU��ÁDWWHG�

Call And Response

A phrase is sung or played, and then another voice or instrument answers back.

Chitlin Circuit

Performance venues where African Americans could perform during the times of segre-
gation in the USA.

Cole Porter

Popular music soungwriter and composer of the 1930’s-1950’s.  Many jazz musicians 
recorded his songs.

Contralto 

Lowest female voice – between the soprano and the male tenor voice.

Cornet

Instrument related to the trumpet.  The cornet has a conical bore as opposed to the 
cylindrical bore of a trumpet, giving it a mellower sound.

Debut

$�ÀUVW�SHUIRUPDQFH�RU�DSSHDUDQFH�

Flattened

To lower a pitch by ½ step.

Genre

‘Category’, usually used in the arts.

Gig

A job playing music.
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Glissando (Plural – Glissandi)

To slide from one pitch to another smoothly

Harlem Renaissance

7LPH�GXULQJ�WKH�����·V�DQG�����·V�ZKHUH�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�FUHDWLYH�DUWV�ÁRXULVKHG�LQ�+DUOHP��
New York, USA.

Harmonies

Chords that accompany a melody.

Improvisation

To make up as you go along.

Innovative

+DYLQJ�QHZ�LGHDV�²�GRLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�GLIIHUHQWO\�

Juilliard

Located in New York City, one of the most prestigious performing arts schools in the world.

Juke Joints

bar or club.  This term was used mostly in the Southeastern United States.

Modern Jazz

Sometimes referred to as “Free Jazz”  Style of jazz that is recent.

Nonet

A group of 9.  A musical nonet has 9 musicians.

Octave

Musical interval consisting of 12 half steps.  The distance between any  note and the next 
note higher or lower having the same name.

Prodigy

Extremely talented child.

Pulitzer

Prize awarded to individuals for outstanding achievements in literature, journalism, newspa-
per, or music composition.

Ragtime

Style of jazz popular from around 1897 to 1918, characterized by syncopated rhythms.  Usu-
ally piano music.
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Rodgers and Hart

Songwriting team popular from the1920’s to the 1940’s.  

Royalties

Money paid to a person based on use of their property.

Syncopated

Stress of a measure is off the beat.  Note duration is short-long-short.

Torch Songs

Melancholic songs lamenting lost loves.

Vaudeville

Theater-type performance consisting of many separate acts.  This was popular from the 
1880’s until the early 1930’s.  Some of the acts might include acrobats, musicians, jugglers, 
skits, trained animals, or any other short performance.

Walking Bass

Quarter note bass line, based on the chord progression of the song.

Woodshed

To spend a lot of time practicing until a piece is perfected.
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