
Extra Images 
 

In addition to the main image, 
smaller items may be used to 
demonstrate other features. For 
example, this image shows how, even 
from a distance, it is very easy to see 

how the use of images around the page can help to make 
the page more attractive to readers. It also shows how text 
explaining the smaller image can be placed close to the 
image so that readers can quickly find out more about any 
photographs or pictures which are of interest to them. 

A PAGE OF AN INFORMATION TEXT normally opens 
with an introductory paragraph. This will set out key 
information about the topic, and give an overview of 
what is to be discussed elsewhere on the page. Often, it 
will have larger writing than the other paragraphs on 
the page, and may use bold text. These features help 
the reader quickly to identify the broad overview. 
Most usually, the introductory paragraph will appear 
immediately below the page’s header or title in the top 
left-hand corner of the page. 

AN INFORMATION TEXT 

The Main Image 
 

In many non-fiction texts, an array of images are provided to help explain the information to the 
reader. In Dorling Kindersley books this is often in the form of one main image which takes 
centre place on the page, or double-page spread. This image will normally be directly related to 
the main content of the page, and will often show an example of the topic being discussed. In 
some cases, this image may be a labelled diagram. In most cases, it will be the most attractive 
feature of the page, drawing in the reader’s eye. 

SOME KEY WORDS 
 

An information text may include a section that 
helps readers to understand particularly 
terminology relating to the subject. This will take 
the form of an alphabetical glossary. It may 
appear in a separate box or ‘panel’ 
 
Diagram: A drawing or photograph used to 
demonstrate certain aspects of the topic. This may 
be labelled. 
 
Glossary: An index of words which the reader 
may not know or understand; these can be 
explained in simpler terms without altering the 
flow of the main text. 
 
Graphic: An image or photograph used to make 
the page more attractive and informative. 
 
Headline: The main title of a page 
 
Labels: Small items of text used to explain 
features of a picture or diagram. 
 
Paragraph: A small section of text on one topic. 
 
Sub-Heading: Smaller titles used to label smaller 
sections of the page, such as separate paragraphs 

Sub-Headings 
 

These can be used to help to clarify the page 
for readers. By using bold sub-headings, you 
can clearly show the reader where the 
information is that they are interested in. 
Sub-headings will explain in a very few 
words about the contents of the paragraph 
which appears below it. 

A clear, bold title 

A labelled diagram 

A range of 
smaller images 

Caption boxes 

A main image relating to the topic Information in small chunks 

Paragraphs of Information 
The main information on a page, which will 
relate to the title, appears across the spread in 
small chunks. Each section of text will be 
split into paragraphs, with a sub-heading for 
each portion. A large number of sentences in 
the text will be complex sentences, with 
subordinate clauses carrying additional 
information. All sentences will be in a formal 
style. A variety of different font sizes may be 
used to emphasise important aspects of the 
text. Some terms may be highlighted in bold 
to show that they appear in the glossary. 

Did you know? 
 

You can use small information boxes to add 
interesting facts or pieces of text which might 
encourage the reader to find out more about a 
topic. 

A glossary 


